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1990 Subscriptions

I am sorry to report that a number of our members have forgotten to send
in their £5 subscription for 1990. We would therefore be very grateful if
you could check to see if your subscription has been paid. If it has not,
please complete the bankers order form which appeared in the Autumn
and Winter Newsletters, or send in your cheque at your earliest
convenience.
As you know the society is run entirely by voluntary help from its
members and sending reminders is costly in terms of money and time.
Should you have any queries regarding your subscription payment,
please do not hesitate to contact me on 081-693 6808.
Please send any subscription payments to me at 12 Allison Grove,
Dulwich SE21 7ER.
Many thanks for your assistance.
Susan Lee
Membership Secretary
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Dear Reader,
I welcome you to this Spring/Summer issue of the Dulwich Society
Newsletter, the first of the decade. We are in exciting times of great
c~ange, both o.n the ";'o:ld stage and locally. I mention the world stage
with no apologies, for it is often the case that today's international issues
are our headaches tomorrow. It is important that we address these issues
whether they come fro~ national or local government, or our very ow~
Estates °?vernors. It is not the policy of this magazine to. seek out
~onfrontation, but neither will conciliation be sought when plain speaking
is called for.
In this issue I have tried to give a balanced report of what has
happer_ied so far thi~ year in Dulwich and if there are any omissions I
apologi~e. However, hke all magazines we rely on our readers . you. I was
disappomted that despite my plea at the recent AGM no one has written
with ~n opinion con.cerning t~e possible i~sertion of paid-for advertising.
I am m t:avour of th1S.suggestion, and see it as a way of financing further
chan~es m t~e magazine. More of that later in the year.
It.i~ very important that readers contribute to our magazine. After all,
you JOlned the Society because you were concerned about Dulwich and
what happens here. The instrument for expressing that concern is surely
the pages of the Dulwich Society Newsletter, and these letters pages
should be hot wit~ debate and opinions. So, get that pen and paper out
and start: Dear Editor...
As p~rt of your contribution I should like the leader, or opinion pages,
to provide a forum for debate, and I invite you to send me those
c~ntribution~ whi~h might be longer than the average letter and which
W;ll spark discuss10n about Dulwich and our environs. Potential Forum
pieces should be at least 600 words (more than one page of the current
newsl.etter) and s~ould be marked Forum. I aim to carry two or three to
each issue. The views expressed do not necessarily, reflect those of the
Dulwich Society.
'
'
I should like to pay tribute to David Nicholson-Lord and all the hard
:,vork he h~syut in. I would like to think that the magazine will continue
m the tl'aditlon he has established.
Thanks also to Robin Taylor for all her help. Having thrown me in at
the deep end, she nevertheless waited to see if I sank or swam.

Petitioning the Estates Governors • at the meeting with the Estates
Governors and the Dulwich Society on February 27, a petition was
handed to Mr Marshall Field, chairman of the Estates Governors. The
petition was organized by the Dulwich Village Traders Association
regarding the closure oflocal shops; 3,300 signatures were collected.
Marshall Field then read the following statement:
I was, of course, aware that this petition was to be presented tonight. My
regret is that there is so little understanding of the actual situation and I
am glad of the opportunity to give you the facts.
First, there are currently five shops that are empty. Until this week
two of these were in the hands of the Estates Governors and three wer~
not.
The two that have been in our hands for some weeks are those
formerly trading as Cullens and Brooks. The Cullens shop hac; undergone
structural work and was marketed some months ago. It attracted great
interest, but our preferred applicant felt obliged to withdraw as he
believed that he would not get planning permission for change-of-use to a
restaurant. The shop has now been let and the new tenants are doing
internal works.
Brooks shop remained empty for a long period during which complex
legal wrangles were resolved but it eventually came into our hands, when
it was discovered that there was extensive dry rot and other disrepair.
This work is in hand.
··
As regards the other three shops, one - formerly Anvil - came into our
hands this week and is now being marketed, but the other two are still in
the hands of the lessees. That they are empty is regrettable but we have
no power to act in the matter. I note, however, that the butcher in Calton
Avenue is now on the market.
It is believed that shops are empty because of the high rents being
sought by the Estates Governors. I have to say that I am not aware of any
case where trading has ceased because of the level, or expected level of
the rent. Indeed, at the meeting two weeks ago it was reported, I believe,
that Green Onions was now on the market (by the lessee) at a premium of
£64,000 and a £12,500 rent. This does not indicate that the Estates
Governors' rents are too high.
Your MP - Gerry Bowden, MP for Dulwich, has received 1500 letters
from people worried about the proposed South Circular developments.
That really is not very many, and it is time we realised the importance of
individual protests.

------~-----

Traffic Rou~dabo.uts - F~r those of you still confused by the new traffic
system! heres a quick prec1s of what has been going on: Gilkes Crescent
and Milo Road are now closed to through traffic; Calton Avenue and
Townley Road should have traffic throttles by the time this magazine
1rops .throug.h your Jetter box, and Woodwarde Road will eventually have
sleeping policemen to match those in Court Lane.
Scheme ~f Management Changes - At the Annual General Meeting of
the Dulyvic~ Village Preservation Society it was unanimously agreed that
an apphcat1on should be made to the High Court to effect changes to the
Scheme of Management of the Dulwich Estate.
Increased Charges - The Estates Governors have introduced with
effec~ fr~m Janu~ 199~, massive increases in their Scale of Charges for
applications submitted m accordance with Clause 3 of the Scheme of
!"lanage1!1ent. A Manager's Licence for minor works such as renewal and
mstallat1~n of gates, entrance doors, garage doors, walls, fence@, ponds,
paths, driveways, porch enclosures, satellite dish aerials and so on will
now cost £~5. A Standard ~icence (for extensions to existing buildings,
conservatones, loft converSions, and the like) will cost : on application
£75 plus £5 per square metre of new floor space; on approval, £100. For
example, a small kitchen extension for which the cost of the Licence was
£49 last year (198~) would now cost £250 - an increase of 410 percent.
Charges for alterat1?ns to leasehold properties, including those involving
a change-of-use, will be the same as those levied on "enfranchised"
owners.
Commonhold - Flat owners will be interested to know that the working
group .se~ up by Lord Hailsham in May 1986 and headed by a Law
Co~m1ss1oner! Mr Trevor Aldridge, has produced a draft of a new law
des1gne.d to give flat leaseholders the right to full ownership of their
properties. The draft law will now be considered by the Lord Chancellor's
Departm~nt and co~ld be included in the programme oflegislation for the
next s~ss1on of Parliament. The proposal is for a system of "commonhold"
by which leaseholders would fully own their individual flats but share
responsibility with other owners for common parts of the building such
as the roof, hallways, staircases and external walls.
'
Educ.atio~ at Dulwich Picture Gallery . A Successful Year •
D~lyvich Picture Gallery Education Department, under the direction of
Gillian Wolfe, has been shortlisted for the 1990 Gulbenkian Museum
Award for the most i~nagin~tive ~duca~onal work in a museum or gallery.
The awards, made m conJunct1on with the Museums Association, are

designed to recognise outstanding achievements and encourage
improvements by Britain's public museums and galleries.

Southwark Takes Over - From April 1 Southwark took over
responsibility from the Inner London Education Authority for the post of
Head of Education at Dulwich Picture Gallery. This post has been held by
Gillian Wolfe for nearly five years and the Gallery is delighted that the
future of the education programme at Dulwich is assured. Richard
Edwards, Assistant Director of Education, Southwark, writes: "We are
particularly pleased to be able to inherit the quality of work which Giles
Waterfield, director, and Gillian have developed and look forward to a
productive relationship with the gallery in future years."
Woodwarde Road - After · fully attended public meetings a traffic
management scheme was devised by Southwark Council. It included
humps in Woodwarde Road, throttles in 'Turney road and Calton Avenue,
closing off the ends of Milo Road and Gilkes Crescent, one-way working in
Woodwarde Road and changes to some of the humps in Court Lane.
College Road and through the Village - Traffic has increased since
the Toll Gate had to be discontinued temporarily on the instructions of
the Health and Safety Inspectorate. Proposals to deal with this and with
the problem of the safety of Dul wich College pupils crossing College Road
are being considered by the Estates Governors.
Turney Road - This has got much worse since Lambeth made changes to
traffic flow in Rosendale Road. Restraint measures, similar to those for
Woodwarde Road, need to be considered.
Volunteers - If you would like to help, please telephone Alastair Hanton,
Chairman, Traffic and Transport Committee on 081-693 2618. It is an
interesting field and you will be very welcome.
The Advisory Committee - The committee met on February 6. On this
occasion the Dulwich Society, the Dulwich Residents' Association and the
Dulwich Village Preservation Society were fully represented, but it was
sad to see the Estates Governors representation was only two. It is
difficult not to escape the conclusion that the Governors do not have a
high regard towards the mutual value of this committee.
Matters discussed were the proposed new arrangements for the
assessment and levying of the quinquennial charge. That is that the basis
for assessment should be rateable values extant on March 31, 1990, and
that it should possibly be changed in future annually rather than
quinquenially. The amenity societies do not oppose this.
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The Estates Governors reported that they had written a strongly worded
letter to the Transport Department concerning the South Circular Road
Assessment study, and confirmed that the Toll Gate operation had had to
be suspended temporarily as the result of a report by the Health and
Safety authorities.
On conclusion of the formal meeting we, the amenity societies,
expressed dismay at the fact that the Estates Governors had (without
reference to ourselves) determined to launch yet another planning
application for the Beechgrove site. The reply was, as was stated at our
Public Open meeting with the Governors on February 27, that this was in
the interests of the beneficiaries. We shall, of course, continue vigorously
to oppose this application.
Denys Wyatt, Chairman

Membership - We extend a warm welcome to Mrs Susan Lee, a very new
member, who is now the Membership Secretary. Membership queries
should be addressed to her at 12 Allison Grove, SE21 7ER. Phone 081693 6808.
Thank You - When David Nicholson-Lord had the great good fortune to
change his news desk at The Times for that of Environment Editor at The
Independent on Sunday early in January, the Newsletter lost its first
professional editor in 22 years. That last statement speaks volumes for
the succession of amateurs who kept the Newsletter alive from 1964-1986!
David's first issue was Newsletter 72, April 1986, and a previous,
somewhat amorphous shape was moulded around a framework of News,
Features and What's On; Grapevine was added in July 1986. In 1989,
working to a design format devised by the Publicity Committee, a further
face-lift was achieved. Interestingly, the only two Editorials to appear in
Newsletters did so in 1989, the year of Beechgrove, and reflected his own
concern for the environment issues evident in his book The Greening of
the Cities. The Editorials were hard-hitting and, inevitably, feathers were
ruffied, but they mirrored the strength of feeling locally towards the
vulnerability of the site and its environment.
Most readers have probably been quite unaware that the bulk of the
usually very apt line-drawings leavening the blocks of prose were David's
own work. It is good to be able to report that he shared a by-line on the
front page of The Independent on Sunday's first edition, and that a
centre-page feature appeared in March beside the leader column. We
wish him well in his new environment, and certainly hope to hear from
him in the future.
Robin Taylor, Secretary.

Sightings - Perhaps there h~ve been earlier dates. E.ven ~o, .Feb.ruary 8
surprised with a small white butterfly on the wmg mdicating the
mildness of yet another winter. In January a hedgehog was a road
casualty and among bird~ the cou11:ts .of ~nter visitor~ re.vealed lateness
and scarcity in first arrivals pers1stmg mto the begmrung of the year
when 30 each offieldfare and redwing were present. Thirty redpoll in the
park and six siskins in Belair are average for the s~ason. Wildfowl
however have been more in evidence. A young swan m the park on
Christmas Eve was the first mute swan recorded for some years; from
November up to 7 shoveler and 4 Pochard have been present. '1\ventythree tufted duck on the Mill Pond may be additional to park and Belair
populations. Little grebe were recorded on two days last August. Pond
owners may want to know that herons are now claiming more attention,
one bird taking up daylight residence in Sunray Park where it is almost
indifferent to both man and dog.
Last autumn, migrants again included whinchat, wheatear, warblers
and swallows. Allotments and woodland accounted for most of these
sightings, but these and other species may flit through or fly over any
Dulwich garden from March to May.
.
The crepuscular flights of stag beetles occur m May ~nd June.
Members' observations of the male would be welcome, particularly to
confirm or confound a notion that the flight-path often follows a set
pattern.
. .
I would like to acknowledge and thank all for these contributions and
others to the sightings records. Overheard at a local health centre last
November: "...help me please, I have just been bitten by a fox!"
Apparently it is now becoming advisable to ensure that cat flaps are
controlled electronically by the house cat alone! Please let Don
Freshwater know of any sightings on 081-693 1666.
Don Freshwater, Wildlife Recorder.
Dulwich Players - At the Croydon and District Theatre Guild's 44th
annual drama festival at the beginning of March, the Dulwich Players
performed Green Forms by Alan Bennett. The cast was: Maria
Whitehouse, Pat Evans, Simon Humphreys, Dave Small and Joanna
Piesse. Jan Rae and Ian Rutter directed, and Wilf Taylor was stage
manager.
Fundraising . The Kings College Hospital Medical Research Trust
raised more than three thousand pounds at the two-day Dulwich
Antiques and Collectors Fair.

On the Line - The Newsletter office has acquired a fax machine.
Contributors wishing, or needing, to save time will be able to pass copy to
us by phoning 071-738 4858, either on their own fax or at one of the many
stationers, newsagents and office shops in the area which offer this
service. It is best to phone first - 071-274 5650 - to alert us that you are
about to send something in case we are not here or the fax is off. The
dreaded answering machine is on 071-274 5650. Contributions for the
bumper Summer/Autumn issue should be sent by the end of July.

First I have the sad duty of announcing the deaths of two long-standing
and distinguished members of the society: Mrs Katherine Evans, an
appreciation of whose life and work was published in the Winter
Newsletter, and Mr Alan Mason, a founder member and first chairman of
the Dulwich Society.
Apart from the regular monthly meetings of the sub-committees, your
Executive Committee has met ten times (we do not meet in August) and
some smaller ad-hoc sub-committees have held various meetings to
discuss urgent or particular problems.
On the subject of sub-committees I would mention the Newsletter and
membership and publicity. Because of the demanding nature of his new
job as Environment Editor of The Independent on Sunday, David
Nicholson-Lord has had to resign as Editor of our Newsletter. This is a
great loss because I am sure you will all agree that his injection of a new
and lively approach to it has brought about a dramatic improvement in
its appearance, appeal and readability. Happily, I am able to report that
Lynn Corbyn has volunteered to take over this demanding and most
important task. We welcome her warmly and look forward to not only her
editorship but to the contribution I am sure she will make to our
deliberations in the Executive Committee.
Mr Nigel Farren, chairman of Membership and Publ_icity, has had to
stand down owing to increasing pressure in a new appomtment. For the
time being, the matter of Publicity has been in the hands of the Executive
Committee and we owe thanks in particular to Rodney Alexander for his
excellent work in producing posters and helping in the distribution, and
most particularly for his efforts despite appalling weather conditions in
connection with the 'Toll Gate bicentennial celebrations.
AB regards membership, the nitty-gritty of getting and keeping records
up to date has been carried out by our Treasurer and our Secretary who
between them have devoted many hours to this vital work. In the absence
of a sub-committee, the Executive Committee jointly launched a
recruiting drive and we produced the pamphlet An Invitation to Join the
Dulwich Society. This has already repaid its cost, and I am happy to
announce that the Society now represents one thousand households. This
is a very important factor when it comes to negotiating with other
amenity societies or associations, and not least with the Estates
Governors who are cognizant of the fact that when we write, or speak at
Advisory Committee meetings, we do so as representatives of the most
powerful group in the area. We have appealed many times [or a
membership secretary, and I am glad to announce that here agam we
have a volunteer, Mrs Susan Lee.
The Society must not be complacent, there is always room for new
members and all of us can help in this - in conversation with those who
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Lighting Up - Residents of Beckwith Road were pleased to hear from
their council: "We now have adequate funding and eight areas, including
your own, will come under the 1989-90 and 1990-1991 relighting
programme. Work will probably commence in the Herne Hill area in
1990."
Advertising - Nicholas Reed has agreed to do a feasibility study
regarding paid-for advertising in the Dulwich Society Newsletter. Anyone
with strong views regarding this matter - or, better still, who would like
to advertise - should contact him at 26 Hichisson Road, London SE15
3AL, or phone 071-732 7778.
Playgroup Moves - On May 2 a new term started for the Dulwich
Village Playgroup at its new home, the Lloyds Register Cricket Pavilion
on Gallery road. Rising rents made it impossible to stay on at the Old
Grammar School, where it had spent the last 26 years.

don't know about the Society, by talking to new neighbours and so on.
However, it is of vital importance that members new or otherwise should
be willing to help the Society actively.
'
'
Now I want to revert to what has been our main pre-occupation
t~roug~out the year - namely the relationship of the Amenity Societies
vis-a-vis the Estates Governors. Those of you who attended our open
meeting ~th th~m on February 27 will have heard me challenge them on
fiye specific pomts: Be.echgrove, the empty shops, the allocation of
charges for works on pnvate roads, ·the future of the 'lbll Gate and the
use of the o~d G~amm.ar School. It i.s evident that there is a significant
degree of dissatisfaction and discontent with the way the Estate is
man~ged, and some disenchantment on both sides. Our position was
admirably set out in the editorial in the Winter Newsletter.
I. had had great hope~ th:it change~ could be brought about by the
set?n~ up of. the co-ordinating comrm ttee of the three main amenity
societ~es. Patnck Darby, the well-known member of the local history subc_omrmttee and a co-opted member of the Executive Committee, spent
literally hundreds of hours drafting position papers for submission to the
Gove:nors. The first of these, which sought to transfer executive
functions from the Governors' Trees and Surveys Committee (on which
the Societ):' is rep_resented up to ~mt not including the decision-making
part of t~eir meetmg~) to the Advi~ory Committee. This was accepted by
the Advisory Comrmttee, on which of course representatives of the
Governors sit, but rejected outright by the Board of Governors.
The second position p~per, again laboured over by Patrick Darby,
proposed further alternative measures to improve our communication
with, and more importantly, from the Governors. The Governors have a
copy but it has yet to be formally adopted by the three societies. Very
sadly, the_ c?-.ordinatin~ committee did not get the support it deserved,
after the imtial enthusiasm, from some of its own members and so was
unable to see its efforts through.
. Patrick himself, who in addition to all this, gave unstintingly of his
time to the Executive Committee with a beautiful combination of legal
knowledge and common sense, has now felt that pressure of work has
made it n~c~ssary for him. to withdraw, although he will carry on the
work of wnting and producmg the historical booklets. I appeal to anyone
with legal knowledge and experience to come forward to help us and I
thank Patrick for all his help.
'
We have to face the possibility of legal costs relating to changes in the
S~heme of _Man~gement. There are ~ikely to be two phases: one, a very
rmnor one m which the Governors will seek a variation through the High
Co~rt to ~he Scheme of Management to pennit them to base the
qumquenmal charge on rateable values in force on March 31, rather than

the given date of April 1 when rateable values (last set in 1973) are
replaced by the new community charge. We do not oppose this and this
action should not cost us anything.
The second phase will be more complicated, and will, if it comes about,
seek to impose alterations to the Scheme. I personally, on your behalf, am
resisting this. I would far prefer us to achieve co-operation in making the
Scheme as it stands work - and for this I will keep pressing. I do not want
to be party to forcing a position of permanent polarisation, nor to put at
risk what small funds the Society has.
Lastly, I want to thank once more all the members of the Executive
Committee for their hard work and in particular Mrs Robin Taylor, who
has now been our secretary for six years and who, as well as producingexcellent minutes from our often garbled discussions - I think she, like
any good secretary, writes what she thinks we ought to have said - has
also taken it upon herself to visit every new member. Thank you Robin.
I am happy to report that the All-Party Parliamentary Arts and
Heritage Group, consisting of members of both Houses of Parliament,
have accepted an invitation I put forward on behalf of the Society to come
and look at Dulwich first hand. I think this will be a very useful exercise.
In conclusion I would say that I have now been your chairman for ten
years and I feel that the Society would benefit from having someone else
with a fresh approach and fresh ideas. I therefore propose to give the
Executive Committee the opportunity of electing a new chairman for the
next Annual General Meeting.
Denys Wyatt

The Old Grammar School
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A public meeting organised by the Dulwich Society in February brought
together the people of Dulwich and the Estates Governors for the third
succe.9sive year. Capt. Denys Wyatt, chairman, opened the meeting.
I imagine that most of you this evening will have been present at the
meeting in St Barnabas Hall on February 15 which, although not billed
as such in the notices in shop windows, we discovered on arrival to be an
Extraordinary General Meeting of the Dulwich Village Preservation
Society. That meeting, you will remember, was opened with the remark
"This is not a protest meeting". But in fact, to my mind, that is precisely
what it was. The Estates Governors were not represented nor, so far as I
know, were they invited to be - nor indeed is there any compelling reason
why they should have been.
This evening's meeting is somewhat different. It was arranged some
months ago, and is the third such occasion when the Estates Governors
are offered the opportunity of coming face to face with the residents of
Dulwich and explaining their policies, and to hear first hand our
attitudes toward their policies.
That there is a very substantial measure of discontent with the
running of the Estate is undeniable, as evinced by the enormous
attendance at the previous meeting and this evening. Those who were at
the earlier meeting will remember the chairman of the Dulwich Village
Preservation Society's opening remarks that he would like to give credit
to the Governors where it was due, but that unfortunately on that score
he found his page blank. I am not a chartered accountant, so obviously I
keep a different set of books and there are some credits due to them. As
an example I would cite the following:
• The expansion of the Advisory Comlnittee to include the Dulwich
Village Preservation Society, which we, the Dulwich Society,
supported on the basis that that Society had extended its sphere
of influence and concern to cover the whole area and had attracted
a substantial membership - I am afraid I don't know what their
numbers are at present.
• Agreement, under some pressure, to increase the meetings of the
Advisory Committee from two to four per year.
" The introduction of an informal meeting immediately after the
Advisory Committee to discuss matters outside the scope of the
Scheme of Management, when matters affecting leaseholders are
taken up.
" DARLINK - I was personally disappointed that the Governors did
not take the lead on this, but it has to be said in fairness that
once DARLINK was set up the Governors did join in and matched

the Dulwich Society's contribution of £500.
• On proposals regarding the South Circular Road, on which so much
work has been done by the South Circular Alert Group of the Dulwich
Society the Governors have written a strongly worded letter to the
Depart~ent of Transport . as I hope you h~ve all ~one individually.
• In the matter of trees in the area the Dul wich Society has found the
Governors and their staff particularly helpful and co-operative; and
finally I would mention the Governors' participation in the Tollgate
bicentennial event.
Here I would like to correct a statement that was made at the DVPS
meeting. It is true that papers relating to Advisory committee matt~rs
ai·e marked confidential, but the Governors have now agreed to give
discretion to the amenity societies to inform their members about matters
discussed and decisions reached. I don't know how the DVPS and the
Dulwich Residents' Association do this, but our method of communication
is through the quarterly Newsletter.
.
.
Having perhaps given the impression that all is sweetness and hght,
let me hasten to put the record straight. We have received a letter from
the chairman of the Estates Governors saying that relations between
local residents and themselves have never been better, citing their
attendance at these meetings as an example. I must r~mind. hi~. that
these meetings only started as a result of a huge dossier of individual
complaints compiled by the Dulwich Society. We never received a formal
answer, and I can only hope that they have been dealt with. No doubt we
shall be hearing if they haven't.
At the DVPS meeting, a statement was made from .the floor to the
effect that it would surely be better if all three amemty groups were
united in their views and Professor Whiteman quite correctly replied that
our philosophies are different. This is pe:fect!y true. I can speak only for
the Dulwich Society and I say that our view is that we want the Scheme
of Management, broadly as it is, to work, but to achieve this we need and
look for a lot more give on the part of the Governors and we have our own
paper suggesting changes to bring this about. We seek Glasnost, not
confrontation.
This evening, the Governors have been put on notice to state their
policies on the following specific matters:
1. Beechgrove -We are bewildered and dismayed at the insensitivity of yet

another planning application being launch.ed with no re~ere?ce to the
amenity societies and despite the devastatingly strong reJection by the
inspector of the previous application at the Public Enquiry · and may I
remind you that all these enquiries have to be paid for.

2. Shops -There are too many empty shops in the area and we want to
know why.
3. Private roads -Here we refer, in particular, to the charges levied on the
residents of Frank Dixon Way, and forthcoming work on that part of
College Road which lies within the Governors' purlieu.
4. The future of the 'Tollgate.
5. Use of the old Grammar School -We feel that the forcing out from the
old Grammar School of the playgroup by the imposition of an impossibly
high rent was a threat to a much valued amenity. I understand that the
playgroup has happily been able to find a more sympathetic home but
this does not resolve the question of the future use of this building. '
Marshall Field, chairman of the Estates Governors then read a prepared
statement to the meeting.
This is the third occasion on which I have addressed a meeting of this
kind and it will be my last as my term of office expires at the end of this
year. At such a time one is inclined to ask oneself what has been
achieved.
First, and as I have said on each previous occasion, I welcome the
creation of this opportunity for me, and for a number of my colleagues on
the Board, and for John Wylie and members of his staff, to meet and to
talk to so many of the residents of the Estate. It is a valuable opportunity
and much was achieved in creating it.
Second, these meetings have enabled us to explain the nature of the
responsibilities of the Governors, how we are constituted and how we see
our duties and also to distinguish those duties from our responsibilities
under the Scheme of Management. I think that we have achieved a much
better understanding over these years. At least I thought we had until I
saw notices of a meeting, held two weeks ago, that turned out to be
centred on the Scheme of Management. We were not asked to attend the
meeting but I have read three reports of it and seen the detailed
proposals for changing the Scheme. Perhaps this should be the first topic
I address tonight.
The Scheme was approved by the High court just 16 years ago and we
are approaching the end of the third five-year period of its active life. Has
it served a useful purpose? Could it be improved?
I, and my fellow Governors, believe that it has served a useful purpose
in that Dulwich would be the poorer without it and we do not propose to
abandon it. As for improvements, some have been made. I mentioned last
year that, as Managers and in relation to applications for alterations and
extensions, we had instituted more rigorous rules for consultation with
adjoining residents and had speeded up the notification of decisions.

Further, when the Scheme was established, the societies represented on
the Advisory Committee were solely the Dulwich Society and the Dulwich
Residents' Association. Since then the Dulwich Village Preservation
Society was formed and later extended its ambit to a significant
proportion of the Estate. Therefore, the numbers on the Committee were
increased and that Society now has its two members.
There is immediate need for further change as, with the introduction
of the community charge, the yardstick of domestic rateable values will
disappear and with it the means of apportioning the costs of the Scheme.
It happens that our current five-year period is due for assessment as at
April 1 1990, on which date rateable values cease to have meaning. Thus
we are seeking the approval of the High Court to assess this next charge
using rateable values as at March 31 (one day earlier) thereby enabling
the old system to be used for the bills to be sent out in December next.
This will give us much needed time to consider alternatives for the next
apportionment.
Another change we would like to make is to move to annual
assessments but this is not being promoted yet as we wish nothing to
interfere with the very important April 1/March 31 change. It can wait
and be put forward with any other changes.
I have been aware of the promotion of a number of other changes to
the Scheme and, indeed, at the meeting in 1988 some strong views were
put forward by your society. The two comments most frequently heard
(and featuring in the detailed proposals put forward two weeks ago) are:
I.Applications for alterations and extensions should be decided by the
Advisory Committee and not by the Managers (albeit having received the
views of the Advisory Committee).
2.That the meetings should be held in public with applicants and
objectors making their points at the meeting.
I have to say that the reason the Estates Governors have not accepted
these suggestions is that they would not be prepared to continue to act as
Managers of the Scheme under such a regime (in either respect). To do so
would be beyond our resources and alien to our other responsibilities.
However, the pressure for this change continues and I now feel that we
should not stand in the way of such a change. I think that we might be
minded (and I hasten to stress that the Estates Governors have not yet
discussed the resubmission of the proposals) to support such an
application to the High Court and to withdraw as Managers.
The third proposal now made is to bring into the Scheme all the
properties in the hands of the Estates Governors, that is the leasehold
properties, the rented properties, other properties owned by the Estates

governors, and the amenity areas. I hesitate to say how the Estates
Governors might react to this or how their policy on ownership might
change as a result but, no doubt, the High Court would be interested in
the views of the residents who would be affected. indeed, I would myself.
Much of the 1988 meeting related to the dossier and since then much
has been achieved. I referred last year to the old Gram~ar School 'and to
par~ing in College Road as successfully settled. However, College Road
continues to feature regularly on our agenda papers. The parking
problem seems to have been solved but the state of the road surface and
drainage is no better and we now have the situation of the 'Tollgate and
the question of road safety at Pond Cottages.
As regards the road surface we were engaged in discussions with the
residents on or near College Road (who contribute to the costs of upkeep)
but found that we could proceed no further until we had obtained legal
advice on the charging structure. As ever, the problem is very complex
and we still await the report. However, when we receive it and can
consider it we will recommence discussions with the residents and then,
we must hope, put in hand the repairs which the recent heavy rains have
shown to be needed.
The 'Tollgate is another sad story. Just after celebrating its bicentenary,
an event admirably organised by your society, we received a report on
health and safety at work in respect of all our staff. The report covered
the 'Tollgate and was written in such terms that we were obliged to
suspend operations. The situation is being studied but will take some
little time to resolve, partly because of the formidable environmental
aspects and partly because there will be so many interested parties to
consult.
The question of road safety at Pond Cottages may not have come
before you, unless you are a parent of a boy at Dulwich College. The
Colle~e Governors, being properly concerned at the danger to the boys in
crossing College Road, are seeking to introduce traffic-calming measures
and one plan is to install two traffic "throttles", one at Pond Cottages, the
other nearer to the 'Tollgate. These would restrict traffic to a single lane
with priority to Southbound traffic. This has been submitted to the
Estates Governors and shown to the amenity societies but has not yet
been finally approved as we feel that there are considerations of the effect
on traffic flows elsewhere in Alleyn Park, for example, to be thought
about. ~owever, we must not merely defer the issue as, if nothing is done,
there might well be a fatal accident to a boy there.
Last year I referred to the channel tunnel rail link and our active
participation in the work of DARLINK. That question seems to have been
resolved (for us) but another question that has been simmering for some
years has come to the boil and that is the South Circular Road
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Assessment Study. We have made a submission to the Department of
Transport, copying it to the Secretary of State, to a number of interested
MPs and, of course, to the amenity societies. Our submission draws on an
earlier letter of January 1984 and strongly adopts the same approach as
the London Borough of Southwark in arguing that there is no need for a
major traffic route in an orbital direction.
Two other perennial topics must be mentioned: Dulwich Woods and
Beechgrove. I hope you have noticed an improvement in the upkeep of the
woods and have seen the activities of Chris and his team (now) of
huskies. We made an inspection recently and have a short agenda of'
matters for further attention: for example, the fencing by the allotments
and by the London Wildlife area and the water level in the pond. Some
time ago we removed the locks on the gates, as they were so frequently
vandalised, and we do not propose to reinstate them. However, we do
wish to retain the private nature of the woods and have in mind
establishing that in the customary way by closing them for one day each
year. We will consult on this, particularly as to the best day for closure,
but I am sure that you would wish the woods to remain private and to
avoid the establishment of a public right of way through them.
Beechgrove has been on the agenda at each of the previous meetings
and we are still no nearer a solution. As I have said before, we are
required by the terms of our Trust to use our assets diligently. The land is
scheduled for residential use and we have tried to use it so. The most
recent attempt was for three houses and the application was rejected, the
inspector stating a number ofreasons in his report.
I regret to tell you that we are advised that we cannot let matters rest
there and must establish whether the rejection related to three houses on
the site or whether any development would be rejected. Accordingly, we
are applying now for a single house on the footprint of the old house that
stood on the site. The design has been made so as to meet all the
inspector's points and we now await events.
I have received a letter from the London Wildlife Trust, signed also by
a number of other interested bodies, seeking to take the Beechgrove site
into their woods. I hope you will appreciate that we must follow our legal
advice and make the new application. After that, and if it is rejected, we
can look at other options, but I have also to say those options would have
to include some that might not be welcomed by the Wildlife Trust.
The first meeting in this series was centred on the dossier and many of
the points made fell into two categories: those of a landlord and tenant
nature and those concerned with administrative delays in the Estate
office. As to the former, we have made progress, in that the real nature of
the problems has been understood and many of them are being tackled
through the proper and existing channels. As to the latter, achieving an

efficient administration, the progress made last year has been sustained .
as proved by a recent survey of correspondence.
In saying that, however, I am painfully aware, from the
correspondence that I receive if by no other means, that some situations
cannot be resolved quickly - indeed, if that were the case, they would not
have become problems in the first place. In a number of cases the
situation is so confused that we have had to resort to legal advice and the
delays are regrettably very great. However there can be no short cuts
particularly when, as is so often the case, ~ satisfactory solution to on~
party has to be to the disadvantage of others.
I am conscious that I have spoken for too long, but I felt that there was
much that needed saying. Perhaps, too, I have shortened or eliminated
some of the questions, which I now await eagerly.

The Dulwich Estate is rich in history. Bill de Baerdemaecker takes us on
his first of a regular series of wanderings around the Estate.
The Estate is three-and-a half miles long up the centre of the Dulwich
valley from The Fox on the Hill - Denmark Hill - to the Crystal Palace
Parade. It is one-and-a half miles wide across the Common from Thurlow
Hill to Lordship Lane. However, a good wander around the area can easily
cover eight to ten miles, if my pedometer is to be believed, combining
healthy exercise with observation that cannot be made from a car.
I am all for listed buildings and conservation areas but to me the
smaller, less noticeable items of history can be equally important, and one
of my particular interests is trying to find and record such items although
I am usually too late to do anything about preservation.
For instance, what happened to the unusual spiral chimney pots of
North Dulwich Station that topped the not unpleasing Victorian
architecture? Cement cappings do not have quite the same appeal. The
same can be asked about the disappearance of the tall pots on the village
school. On Green Onions, the tall and ancient chimney stack on the side
which has featured in nearly every old painting and photo of the High
Street is now reduced to an unsightly stump. All of these are on listed
buildings and all, except one, within the largest conservation area in
Southwark. I wonder if permission for these external alterations was ever
applied for?
In my wanderings around the Estate over the years I have discovered
ten Manor Boundary stones, some of which were re-cut in granite in the
1920s, and numerous 19th. century Parish Boundary stones and posts
whose locations range from the back garden of Champion Hill's largest
house to outside the Paxton pub and on the edge of French's Field or Bell
Meadow up Gipsy Hill.
When some Balrnoral granite was wanted for the restoration of Dr
Webster's fountain in 1977 we were told that it is now only obtainable
from Italy. This pink stone is mostly used for cemetery memorials so I was
surprised to find some slabs of it when wandering through Upper Wood
recently. Could they have been part of some memorial to Mr Farquhar,
secretary of the old Crystal Palace Company, whose name is perpetuated
in Farquhar Road running along the bottom of the wood?
Does anyone remember the stile and kissing gates giving access to the
golf course or more probably to the farm fields before it? Their remains can
still be seen in the hedgerow of Grange Lane.
Lastly, where is the only remaining working hand pump in Dulwich?
Corne and see my Old Dulwich slides in St. Barnabas Hall in November
and I'll show you.
More of these small historical and topographical Dulwich items I hope
to bring to your notice in future Newsletters.
Bill de Baerdemaecker is secretary of the Local History Sub-Committee.
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Ever since those excellent magazines, Southside and South Circular
disappeared last year, many of us have felt a distinct loss in the quality of
the local information coming through our letter boxes. Sadly, this is not
the only example of the sad fate that awaits magazines bought up . or
rather, gobbled up · by the giants of the publishing world. Such is the
power of the giants, it is hard even to find out what happened. Nicholas
Reed, former advertising executive for South Circular, reports.
Some ten years ago, a nannying agency called South of the River
based in Battersea, decided to enlarge its members' newsletter and tur~
it into a colour magazine, to be delivered free into "affluent" homes and
cover the news around Clapham and Battersea. After a time, the costs of
Southside were met by the advertising it collected, and its content was so
much more interesting and relevant to its audience than, say, the South
~ndon Press, that it rapidly grew to 100 pages and became a monthly.
Five years on, another nannying agency, this time called Cinderella and
based in Sydenham, decided to do the same thing but this time with the
emphasis on south-east London.
'
Then United Newspapers made such a good offer to the founders of
Southside that they sold out, though remaining actively involved. One
then looked forward to ever bigger and better issues covering news
throughout most of south London. Meanwhile the proprietors of South
Circul~r, looking for further investment to improve their small quarterly
magazme, found themselves approached by Reed Publishing Services,
part of Reed International (no relation, rm afraid). So they too sold out,
a1:d. Reed almost at once turned the magazine into a monthly, with a
rrummum of 40 pages and a full-time editorial and advertising staff.
Southside was naturally very miffed, once its patch - south of the river
had been invaded, not by a small local rival which could easily be
outclassed, but by another giant intending to reap half of the rewards. As
it turned out, there was in fact room for the two magazines with their
own biases towards the west and east of south London. Both magazines
seemed to be making a profit at the start of 1989, and all was set fair.
Then came the property slump.
Advertising from estate agents had been the major source of
advertising revenue, and that was now drastically reduced: in South
Circular, for example, it reduced from a record fifteen, down to seven
pages of property advertising, making the magazine uneconomic without
drastic · but not impossible - cutbacks. Reed, interested in big profits
only, discontinued it in October 1989.
Southsid~, one would have thought, was different. It still comprised
120 pages; 1t had 19 pages of property advertising alone in its November
issue and now, finally, they knew they no longer had the competition from

their only rival, South Circular. In any case, they had nearly 50 pages of
non-property advertising, so it would not really matter to them, even if all
property ads ceased. The Christmas issue came out and made excellent
reading. It now included 25 pages of property advertising (something
Reed would have given their eye teeth for) and one looked for even better
things in 1990. Then came the bombshell: a letter telling its advertisers
that it too was ceasing publication.
One gathers the decision astonished the staff even more than the
readers. Southside was still making a profit, yet the entire staff was
made redundant. It has been hard to find out what happened: ironically,
the staff was forbidden to talk to outsiders about its demise, while United
Newspapers tried to sell the magazine as a going proposition (though one
had to be a bit ofa detective even to find out that it was for sale).
'frying to read between the lines, one gathers that United had decided
that, even if Southside was still making a profit in 1989, it was not sure it
would still be making profits six months later!
When Southside was up for sale, a buyer made an offer of more than
£10,000, but wanted to stage payments, so they could try to recoup their
money as they went. For United, this was not acceptable: they must have
a "clean break": a lump sum, or nothing. So they got nothing: let's hope
they were satisfied.
Perhaps someone in south London will show sufficient initiative to
start up a similar project again. I have spoken to former advertisers who
have stopped advertising now there is no suitable magazine to which to
transfer their loyalty. Ironically, at just the same time when our two
magazines were closed down, a new monthly local magazine called Index
started in West London and Surrey, and is doing well.
Let us hope their proprietors will not be tempted by offers from
publishing giants without any local interest. At least the two nannying
agencies, who can take pride in having founded Southside and South
Circular, are still thriving in Battersea and Sydenham.
But when shall we see again a magazine for south London, which we
can really look forward to receiving through the letterbox?

Can you, closing your eyes, visualise southern Dulwich during the last
forty years of the 19th century? Can you see the Crystal Palace, newly
transferred from Hyde Park to Upper Norwood with all its modern,
technological triumphs? Can you see the top hats and crinolines in
hundreds of hansoms and growlers and broughams and victorias,
speeding up the water-bound-macadam surfaces of College Road and
Dulwich Wood Avenue and Farquhar Road?
Clippety-Clop! Can you see them goggling at the grand new square
house on the corner? Can you hear them marvelling that the greatgrandfathers of Network South-East can now whisk hundreds of
thousands of their poorer compatridts so efficiently through the Dulwich
Woods, where nightingales sang in June long before the BBC had
discovered them, or invented itself? Is Dulwich a better place in 1990?
The Dulwich Society would rather not try to answer that question. Our
job, as we sel;) it, is to preserve the future ofDulwich by defending its past
against the onslaughts of present-day vandals.
That above-mentioned grand, new, square house on the corner has now
been standing at the junction of Dulwich Wood Avenue and Farquhar
Road for more than a century. Some say that it was designed by one of the
sons of the famed Sir Charles Barry (architect of the Houses of
Parliament, the Reform Club and so on). Certainly its creator had
conspicuous artistic talent, hereditary or acquired. He must have been
one of that great consort of eminent Victorians, presided over by the
Prince Consort himself, which created the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park
and later transferred it through lower Dulwich to Upper Norwood,
providing a bonanza en route in Licences, Leases and Tolls for the Estates
Governors of the day.
How curious it seems nowadays that the ruling authorities of that time
should have been able to season their undoubted taste for quick profits
with a sense of good taste. 2 Dulwich Wood Avenue must have looked
magnificent when completed; every terra-cotta finial on its roof-ridge still
intact; its garden ablaze with flowers and shrubs; and the mature trees of
the old North Wood, which its half-acre site had been "licensed" to
enclose, still standing. Today the Dulwich Society (and our friends and
allies, the DRA and DVPS) might wonder whether this was "in-filling", a
nasty word for a nasty thing, that is killing all nature with bricks,
concrete, petroleum and more people so that people can make money.
Yet, if we and our friends and allies, and today's Estates Governors,
had by some miracle been already begotten in that golden age, and were
discussing the matter in an Advisory Committee (already prematurely
begotten under a 19th century Scheme of Management) I am sure we
would all have agreed that the building of 2 Dulwich Wood Avenue would
not only preserve but actually improve "the amenities of the Estate for

the common benefit", under clause 16 of the Scheme of Management.
Alas, it is now 1990. Until five years ago the house and its grounds
were a magnificent sight. But look at them today, and hold your nose!
What happened? In an era when quick profits and junk bonds were at a
premium, and good taste at a discount, the freehold was acquired by a
non-resident speculator who submitted specious plans for the
"development" of the site into a modern rabbit-warren of flats,
maisonettes and parking-spaces, while purporting to preserve the old
house and the character of the neighbourhood. His plans were
consistently opposed, by the Dulwich Society and others, as excessive and
insensitive "in-filling". Nevertheless he last year obtained a conditional
go-ahead from both the Estates Governors and the London Borough of
Southwark for a modified version of those plans.
Meanwhile the house has, for several years, remained unoccupied,
neglected, decaying and vandalised, as has its garden. Under the Scheme
of Management (and at our instigation) the Estates Governors have made
some attempts to bring the freeholder to a sense of his civic
responsibilities. These attempts have so far had almost no practical
effect. The whole site is now an eye-sore and a danger to public health.
For two months from mid-December 1989 it was occupied by a crowd of
vagrants in caravans. These have
now, finally we hope, been
persuaded to leave. But gardens
are still filled with the piles of
obnoxious rubbish (including
building rubble, motor tyres, old
furniture and so on which they
have dumped there.
Now it seems that the nonresident, speculative freeholder
has run out of money and wants
to cut his losses somehow. To say
that we remain concerned would
be an understatement!
Watch this space!
Anthony Golds is chairman of
the Planning Sub-Committee.
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examples. The use of some of these plants in Britain probably goes way
back.
The remaining thirty-odd plants were all previously introduced from
sunnier climes by the Romans, and their use remained traditional even
after they departed. Plants from this category include many familiar
kitchen herbs which have now been in use here for nearly 2000 years,
such as Rosemary, Thyme, Sage and Garlic. Garden Iris, Calendula
(Garden Marigold) and Rue date from this time, along with several plants
which have adapted to our climate and seed themselves as "wild" flowers
in the countryside now: Feverfew, Coriander, Fennel and Dill.
Our word Dill comes from the Saxon and Norse words Dile, Dilla and

Dulwich, the marshy meadow where the dill grows, has a herbal heritage
stretching back centuries. Martin Tickner gives us a Dulwich Herbal.
Apologies for the corny Olde Englishe style of the title, but the word
Dilwihs is genuine enough: it is the first recorded spelling of that area
which we now call Dulwich. It dates from more than a thousand years
ago when, in a document dated AD 967, the Anglo-Saxon King Edgar
granted it to one of his faithful thanes (lords). The direct trar_isla~o~ of
Dilwihs (or Dile Wisce, Dylways and so on) from the old English 1s the
marshy meadow where the Dill grows", and points us to a herbal heritage
which stretches back to the first centuries. Other local place names with
similar derivations include Croydon (from Crogdenu = "long and shallow
valley where the wild Saffron grows") and Waddon (from Woad Dim" =
"Woad on the hill"). These latter two indicate saffron (Crocus) and Woad
being used in a local dyeing industry in Anglo-Saxon times.
Dill (Anethum graveolens) and Wood (Isatis tinctoria) are native
plants of S. Europe, and a study of their wild distributions, coupled with
archaeological evidence, shows that they were introduced into Britain
from the Mediterranean: the Romans brought them here during their
short occupation. Shortly after their departure the Anglo-Saxons arrived;
abbeys were built and there for the first time in Britain written records
were made of the culinary, dye, fragrant and particularly medicinal
plants used.
There were no doctors then, and monks grew and dispensed herbal
remedies to the local populace, and passed on their knowledge.
Communication between abbeys was good, and thus a national
"grapevine" (sorry about the pun!) was established, exchanging herbal
knowledge and plants, which reached a good proportion of the population.
Presumably it reached Dilwihs via Bermondsey Abbey.
Analysis of these Anglo-Saxon herbals can't always reveal the exact
species of plant referred to, although some are easily translatable or
obvious by their descriptions: some are revealed by illustrations.
Fortunately extensive work by historical botanists using plant material
excavated from abbeys has provided many of the answers, and more than
60 have now been listed.
More than half of these are actually native wild flowers, all of which
still grow wild within ten miles ofDulwich, despite the fact that suburbia
has engulfed most of their habitat: many would have been picked direct
from the wild. From the Great North Wood would have come Wood Sorrel,
Wood Spurge and Butcher's Broom; Perforate St John's Wort, Selfueal
and Yarrow from clearings and pastures within it; Brooklime, Water Mint
and Meadowsweet from the ditches, streams and ponds; Poppies,
Cornflowers and Wild Pansy from the arable fields around. These are just
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Dillan, meaning "to lull", after the ancient medicinal use of thP- herb as .a
tranquilizer. Consecutive herbals down the centuries have shown that It
has been used constantly up until its present familiar use as a herb
(leaves) and spice (seeds) in the kitchen. It is not known whether the
Romans or the Saxons first brought Dill into Dulwich, but next time you
see a jar of pickled Dill cucumbers, try to imagine the days when the herb
grew in ancient, tranquil pastures hereabouts.
Herb Garden
At Dulwich Upper Wood we are constructing a herb garden on a strip ?f
disturbed ground, containing these Anglo-Saxon herbs, and a booklet Is
being produced giving details of their ancient origins and uses. The
garden will be fully accessible to peop~e ~th di~abili.ties, an~ incl~de a
scent trail suitable for use by people with visual 1mprurment, including a
taped commentary. It will also include examples of ~oodpl.ants .fr~m
different continents some of which are grown commercially in Bntain,
and some which co~ld be. For example, we inherited potatoes from the
Andean Indians, but equally viable crops from this region such as the
nutritious grain Quinoa have been neglected.
This garden is part of our environmental education progr~mme,
relevant to all, but especially visiting school parties. We. ~re tr~ng to
show how our local herbal heritage, where useful plants onginated in the
wild links in with the wider global perspective. Many of our wildflowers
hav: uses which are forgotten, some are still being discovered. y,re need
nature reserves to keep this genetic pool of plants. Tropical rrunforests
are of course far more diverse, their plants less understood and they are
disappearing fast, as are the cultures which understood ~hem.
In Britain our farming policy is entrenched in producing surpluses of a
few monoculture crops using chemical aids. Ethnic minorities have
brought new food cultures here - and many new food crops could be
grown, in more imaginative rotations and on a s~aller land. area .. How
much longer can we cope with the increasing polluti?n. and s?I~ erosion of
modern farming? Do we really need a culture where It IS traditional to eat
so much meat that we have to import grain from Ethiopia to feed cattle
here, while people are starving there? If our children are to grow up to
make sound environmental decisions then they need to get a good grasp
of these concepts now - and they won't get that from the new National
Curriculum!

Alan K Mason, ISO (1920-1990):
Sadly, we learned of the death in January of Alan Kenneth Mason, the
Founder-Chairman of the Society, a few months before his 70th birthday.
Illness had prevented him from accepting an invitation from the
Executive Committee to join us last June for our Jubilee Year Annual
Dinner. The gravity of that illness was not appreciated at the time.
Mr Mason's career had been a varied one. His Army service in India
and Burma throughout WW2 was followed by 1 7 years as a Civil Servant,
first in Customs & Excise, then in the (then) Ministry of Works, after
which - when he was lost to Dulwich - he spent a total of 19 years in the
Foreign Service, from which he retired in 1984. His diplomatic
appointments had taken him to Jakarta, Hong Kong, Hanover and back
to Hong Kong.
For five of the fifteen years spent in the Ministry of Works, 1958-63, he
had been Secretary of the Ancient Monuments & Buildings section, and
had been living in Court Lane, Dulwich. It is quite probable that the
nature of this work gave him, in the early and middle '60s, a keener
awareness of the vulnerability of Dulwich to massive local developments
and highways improvements, among other threats.
On October 10 1963, Mr Mason and other residents of like mind,
including the late Mrs Katherine Evans and a current Vice-President,
Geoffrey Hall Clark, put the proposal to form a Dulwich Society to a
Public Meeting held at Dulwich Library. The following statement-ofintent is written into that proposal put 26 years ago:
"If the Dulwich of to-day is to be safeguarded and improved upon, it is
vital, as experience elsewhere has shown, that there should exist a live
local society. Not the least of its functions would be to act as a clearinghouse for the views of members of the public both in respect to the old
assets which are worthy of preservation and to the new possibilities.
These views would be presented effectively to the various public
authorities and private bodies whose works can influence the local
surroundings for good or ill."

The rest is history!
We offer our sincere condolences to his widow, and to his two sons and
their families.

Martin 'J'i,ckner
Warden of the Trust for Urban Ecology's Nature Reserve in Dulwich
Upper Wood Farquhar Road.
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E L Bailey (1905-1990)

The Greening of the Cities

At the age of three, "Bill", or "Ted", Bailey was brought to a house in
Townley Road, where he was to spend the rest of his life. He developed :in
abiding love for Dulwich and, shortly before his death, could be seen dmly
walking round the area he loved so well.
After first steps in education at the Village Infants' and Boys' schools which he remembered reaching through fields and going past a farm
which stood where now is part of Dovercourt Road - he went to Alleyn's
School. From there he went up to Cambridge where he took to the game
of Fives at which he became a Gold Medallist; he excelled at the game for
many years. As a graduate, he joined the staff of Colfe's Gramm8:r School,
Eltham, to teach English and German. Apparently he was ~ stickler for
the use of'correct' English! Later in life his commitment to his old schools
led him, in one case, to volunteer as an assistant at Alleyn's for
swimming.
'Bill' was a bachelor and therefore had free time to indulge another
enthusiasm, drama. He was a stalwart supporter of productions at
Alleyn's and of those of the Village theatre group, the Dulwich Players.
Helpful criticism and ideas were always on offer.
The life of the community was enhanced by his visits to residents at
the Alms Houses to read to them and, as a member of the Society for
many years, by his delivery of Newsletters in his patch, Townley Road.
Delivery oflast Autumn's issue must have been his farewell: he died early
this year in his 85th year.

In February we had a most interesting talk with a magnificent collection
of slides by David Nicholson-Lord. He has now become the environment
editor for the new Independent on Sunday. We congratulate him but are
very sorry that he will no longer have time to edit our New.~letter; we
shall miss his hard-hitting editorials.
As .in his book, The Greening of the Citie.~, he began with some
appallmg examples of urban and industrial devastation. He then showed
us a remarkable selection of different kinds of efforts to improve the
environment, ranging from pocket parks, urban farms, greenways, ponds
and meadows in schools playgrounds to the reclamation of large
industrial sites. His slides came from all over England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and some from the Bronx and Eastern Europe.
It was therefore an enormously encompassing catalogue oflocal efforts
and made us all feel how important it is to protect and increase such sites
in our own neighbourhood.

Robin Taylor

Stella Benwell, Trees
Going Places with British Rail
So many letters objecting to the South Circular proposals said "... spend
the ~oney ?n bet~er public transport instead... " While whole-heartedly
agreemg with this, your 'fraffic and 'fransport sub-committee also
suspects that many Dulwich residents are not aware of some of the public
transport already available. So a delegation was sent to consult with
British Rail representatives about improving their communication with
off-peak users.
Vi(e met David SaJnsbury, Area Customer Services Manager, and
Adrian Hopgood, Station Manager for a number of stations on the line
into London Bridge, including North Dulwich and East Dulwich stations.
We were received with real enthusiasm by these two enterprising
young men. They totally accepted our main point. "Here at Tulse Hill "
said Adrian Hopgood, "when I stood in the booking hall for a few minu~s
the other day, several people came up to me and asked 'Where do the
trains go to from here?"'
We focussed our attention on North Dulwich Station, and a campaign
to attract more off-peak passengers to the nearly empty trains that ply up
and down to London Bridge all day. We felt that better use could be made
of the notice boards outside the station. Instead of general publicity about
season tickets, they are going to move the departure board to the outside
wall. This board lists all the accessible stations in alphabetical order .

find your station, and it lists the time of every train that will take you
there. It's a marvellous source of information, but people neeci time to
find their way round it, and if it's outside they will be more able to stand
and ponder. Also, they can study it at any time of day, or on Sundays
when the station itself is closed.
We pointed out how confusing it is to stand on the down platform and
not know whether the approaching train is the one you want. The trains
have headboards, but naturally they can't list all their stops on them.
Bigger stations have electronic display boards (known in the trade as
Solari boards) but modern science hasn't reached us yet. So a computer is
going to produce a notice interpreting the headboards. For instance,
listing all the stops a train will make which is labelled Sutton via
Wimbledon. Perhaps this won't stop passengers asking each other
whether it's the right train, but at least it will be reassuring when there
isn't any one else to ask!
Instead of the current three trains an hour off-peak to the City and
West End, there will be a regular fifteen-minute service. A lot of off-peak
travellers will feel this means they no longer need to worry about the
timetable. Whenever they turn up they won't have to wait more than a
quarter of an hour, and the same will apply at London Bridge when they
come home.
'!rains to Beckenham Junction from here are being discontinued, and
instead there will be a half-hourly service to West Croydon. That's the
station right next to the Whitgift Centre, with BHS, M&S, Sainsbury's,
Allders and so on. We expect this will make quite a difference to shopping
patterns in Dul wich if people know about it.
'!rains to Wimbledon and Sutton will continue to run half-hourly.
Wimbledon, as well as being the centre of the tennis world, is also a
railway junction where one can change on to trains to southwest London
and suburbs such as Kingston, Hampton Court, Chessington (for the zoo),

and Esher (for the races) without having to go through central London. It
also has frequent trains to Clapham Junction, and frequent underground
trains to Putney, Fulham and Earls Court.
For some of us the best news was the later running of the trains. We
heard that from May 14 the last train stopping at East Dulwich and
North Dulwich would be the 10.52pm from London Bridge. At last a
'
theatre outing without having to park the car in central London.
"Theatre?" did I hear you say? "Theatres are in the West End, and
London Bridge is (nearly) in the City. Down into the
underground ... another ticket... up all those steps ... "
Not so. Some trains O_ike ours) terminate at London Bridge, but others,
from farther east, contmue to Waterloo East and Charing Cross. And
Charing Cross, as you know, is beside 'frafalgar Square and a short walk
~om Piccadilly Ci~cus and Lei~ester Square. At London Bridge you can
simply change trams by poppmg over the bridge (steps) or across the
booking hall (ramps), and Charing Cross trains depart every few minutes
from Platform 6. This extra leg of the journey currently costs nothing
and in our experience you can be at Charing Cross in 25 minutes fro~
North Dulwich.
By now you can probably see why we need to explain and publicise
what British Rail provides, and is going to provide. Obviously; if the new
and better services attract lots of customers they'll be kept; if they don't
they will be dropped. British Rail has a small budget for advertising
services locally. We suggested they might use the Villager's adverts. Have .
members any other ideas about getting the message across?
PS: Adrian Hopgood is keen to involve the local community in
improving and caring for the station, particularly perhaps in planting
and maintaining flower beds under the arches on either side of the
platforms. If anyone is interested in taking this up, please get in touch
with us, or with him: Tel 071-928 5151.
Margaret Hanton, Traffi.c & Transport
The Dulwich Society Horticultural Sub-Committee Report for the
year 1989.
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The programme of garden visits included five gardens opened for the
Society for the first time. Each of these included some less familiar plants
which, on the evidence before the visitors' eyes, thrive on Dulwich clay
and produce colourful displays of flowers and foliage. We saw, too some
interesting and imaginative planting schemes and plentiful id;as for
developing smaller gardens. We also visited gardens which are
established favourites, where the owners invite us year after year, always

\

with a warm welcome.
In addition to circulating information about plant sales at St Faith's
Church, North Dulwich and at South London Botanical Institute, we also
ran our own plant sale at Dulwich Picture Gallery in May. This raised
£240, evidence of lively support for the efforts of committee members and
friends. The money is being used to extend the planting of shrubs and
climbing plants, already begun, in memory of Theo Frankel and Gerald
Fairlie, first and second chairmen of the sub-committee.
The autumn lecture in October, given by plant collector Chris
Chadwell, was entitled Gardening on the Roof of the World and took us to
the Himalayas where he had led several expeditions, seeking new species
and rediscovering known ones. His slides were striking.
The first series of invitations to Garden Openings and Plant Sales for
1990 was distributed before Easter. Members of the Society whose names
are not on the distribution list are invited to write to: Miss Jacqueline
Galer, 16 Lovelace Road, SE21.
Brian Jones, Garden Group

Many Thanks
I would like to place on record our sincere thanks to Brian Green for his
outstanding efforts over past years as chairman of this sub-committee,
from which post he has recently retired.
On Thursday June 21, we have our usual summer visit to a place of
special interest in Dulwich. This year takes us to Pond Cottages (plus
ducks and the geese on the pond). We assemble at 7.45 pm between the
pond and the cottages and, after being given some information on the
spot, we will move to the Old Library at Dulwich College where wine and
fruit juices will be served before we are told further stories about the
cottages' history. Tickets from the Art Stationers - posters will give
details nearer the time.
At 2.30pm on Saturday September 22 there will be a specially
arranged tour of the Archives Exhibition at the Crystal Palace Museum
on Anerley Hill, where I am consultant archivist not Architect as stated
in a previous issue of this Newsletter.
Arthur R Chandler, Local History

From a Dulwich Newcomer March 51990
As a ne~comer to the area, I was anxious to get involved with the
community: the problems and hopefully the benefits of living in Dulwich.
My first encounter was at the meeting held by the local amenity group
the DVPS. which,_ for newcomers like myself, stands for the Dulwich Villag;
Preservation Society. The meeting was targeted at the Estates Governors. It
see7:is the !?Gs are surrounded by an air of mystery; they are so secret in all
their deali_ngs that I began to wonder who are these Governors? What do
they laok like, where do they live and, indeed, do they exist?
For the moment my question remained unanswered, so I adopted
another name for them, the Elusive Yeti, Yeti being the operative word
because, according to the DVPS, they have YETI to communicate
successfylly with D1:lwich residents. The arguments against the Yeti were
strong, if not 011';·sided, as no representative of the EGs was present. Or
were they so elusive that the public was unaware of their presence?
It wou_ld seem that they have no duty morally or otherwise to the local
communi.ty, only to the charity that is entrusted to them which in
commercial terms means maximisation of profits even if to the detriment of
the very same people who live and work in the EGs' environs. Surely these
a7: the very same people who, if carefully considered, could in the long term
bring. a~ut greater wealth and riches to the area? The EGs must realise
that i! is ~he people who make a place, and without them income dies
Dulwich dies.
'
Since t~re are ~wo sides to every argument, I felt it only right to attend
the following meeting held by the Dulwich Society where the DS met the
EGs. round of applause for the DS for it managed to lure the Yeti to the
question floor, one up on the DVPS.
To my _surprise, the E_Gs laoked just like the rest of us, but according to
the reaction of the residents that evening they did not talk the same
language. A clea~ case of non-communication. Let us all hope that in the
future the EGs .wilf 7:iake themselves available not only to the local amenity
g~up~ but to individuals as well. This, I feel, will be a step in the right
direction.
At both these meetings there was a clear absence of spokeswomen on the
platform. The other observation I made was the lack of young blood so
maybe a combination of youth and women - or even youthful wome~? .
could be ele~ted to join the amenity groups or the EGs? Their views and
comments ~ight prove to ~e t'!e vital injection that is so desperately needed.
As I said at ~he beginning, I am new to Dulwich, so for me the
arguments .are still ~01;ng, but I certainly don i wish to get old with the
same questions remaining unanswered.
A Newcomer Dulwich
PS. Glad to hear the DS now has a female editor. Thanks. Ed.
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From David Smart February 271990

From David MacKerrell March 131990

As an outsider, may I indicate my support for any moue to alter the
constitution and working of the Estates Governors. These people have not
served us well enough for a very long time. Something better · more
democratic - is needed which responds to the legitimate interests of the
community.
However may I express my opinion, as strongly as I can,. that the ~hree
organisations must act together on(his, and must speak with one voice. I
understand well the frictions which develop within such groups and
between such groups, but I do assure you that. an act of genuine
statesmanship is necessary so that a joint app~h is made to t~ courts,
otherwise this worthy initiative will be very serwusly compromised from
the start.
I wish you great success with your efforts. You may count on the
support of my wife and myself.

SPORT TO A FOOL
The full quotation is "Ti,s sport to a fool to do mischief to thine own Wickedness shall correct thee", and comes from the stone marking the site
of the Dulwich Village stocks.
Looking at the growing number of empty shops marking the progress
of the crisis in amenities available in the village, I cannot understand
how the Estates Governors have convinced themselves that this wanton
destruction is in the best interest of the beneficiaries of the Trust or the
people who would like to be able to shop in the village. Presumably they
are too elevated to appreciate the wisdom of their predecessors; in which
case they should be made aware of another quotation:
"Those whom the Gods wish to destroy - They first make Mad".

David Smart
5 Roseway, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7JT
PS. May I suggest that it would give concrete form to the moue towards
unity if a joint news sheet were to be produced.

We would like to feel that this Newsletter does represent a crosssection of Dulwich. Your views please. Ed,

From JohnAldwinckle March 61990
I should like to ask Peter Lawson, our former vice-chairman, fo7: a fauo_ur:
it relates to his interesting retrospective of 25 years of the Dulwich Society
in the Autumn edition of the Newsletter and the prognostication he made
therein, which reads as follows: "A proposal which will cause . great
consternation when it is revealed by the Estates Governors is the
redevelopment of the Village wood yard and nursery, which is designated
"light industrial'.
,
It is clear that Peter Lawson knows more about the Estates Governors
intentions than we do, but did not consider that a speech at the Society's
annual dinner was an appropriate occasion for "spilling the. beans". In
this age of glasnost, pray tell us, kind Sir, more about this proposed
redevelopment. Surely the residents have a right to know?
John Aldwinckle
76 Farquhar Road, Dulwich Wood Park, London SE191L'l'

David MacKerrell
51 Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DF

From Rosemary Dawson March 7 1990
Could I ask for a few hints from our trees committee on the care of our
newly planted trees as Southwark has carried out massive planting,
certainly around Burbage and Townley Roads.
I read the appreciation of Katherine Evans in the Winter Newsletter
and I would like to make just one correction for the records. She was a
governor of the Church of England Infants School, Dulwich Village, for
more than 40 years.

That Other Gallery - Half Moon Printmakers celebrated its third
ann~versary with an exhibition at the Other Dulwich picture Gallery from
Apt:1 7 - 20. The founder members are Pip Carpenter, Susie Perring and
Soma Rollo. They met at Morley College and banded together to exhibit
and sell their work. The group's name derives from the Half Moon Lane
district where they live, in Dulwich. The Other Picture Gallery is open
every day from 2-6pm at 63 Beauval Road, London SE22. Phone (081) 693
4361.

Rosemary Dawson
107 Burbage Road, London SE21 7AF
We have often asked Southwark Council for more trees, and now we must,
as you say, look after them. We are delivering pamphlets advising on the
care of street trees to the houses nearest to the new trees. If you do not
receive a pamphlet but have a new tree near you please make sure the tree
remains intact, rubbish is not dumped near it, it is not choked with weeds
and, above all, water it well in dry weather with - washing-up water if
necessary!

Stella Benwell
Chairman, Trees Sub-Committee

From A.T. Tribble March 3 1990
Would somebody please tell me exactly how the Estates Governors are
elected, and whether the people of Dulwich have any say in the matter?
Their powers are certainly far-reaching, and I for one would welcome a
little 'glasnost'.

A. T. Tribble
28 Little Bornes, London SE21
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Horniman Nature Trails - Volunteers are needed on the last Sunday of
every month from 10am to 12pm for a variety of work - olanting,
clearance, and so on. No experience is needed, but if possible bring a
spade or secateurs.
Legal Eagle - We know you are all very busy, but if there is a legal eagle
in Dulwich with time on his/her hands, then the Society would like to
hear from them. Phone Capt. Denys Wyatt, (081) 693 2123.
The North v South Divide - If British 'l'elecom hasn't written to you
lately, and you are perplexed by some of the phone numbers in this issue,
let me remind you. After May 6, the 01 prefix was replaced by the
following: 071 for 274, 732, 733 and 738; 081 for 299, 653, 670, 684, 693,
699 and 761.
On Stage - Mrs Jacqueline Nicholls, an ex-teacher at James Allen's Girls
School, is starting the Dulwich Youth Theatre, a young mixed company
for 13-19 year olds writes Grace Hollinson. Mrs Nicholls started the
company because of the substantial amount of interest in the theatre in
the Dulwich area. The company will be for serious youngsters with a
strong commitment to the theatre, and a high level of discipline. A
professional attitude will be expected with emphasis on excellent speech,
mime and movement, with a smattering of song and dance. Auditions will
be held soon, Mrs Nicholls wants to see how you act and how clever you
are. The pieces must be contrasting, at about 20 lines each, and must be
learned by heart. The aim of the company will be to enter some pieces for
the Lloyds Bank competition which is a competition for youth theatre
groups. If you don't want to act you can join the stage crew. If you are
interested pamphlets are available from Mrs Jacqueline Nicholls, (081)
670 2470.
Anyone for Croquet? - The Dulwich Croquet Club is in Burbage Road.
They play both association croquet and golf croquet there and the club
caters for players from absolute beginners to those with low handicaps.
Matches and tournaments are arranged. No existing knowledge of the
game is required, and the club welcomes new members, particularly as
the season will be beginning shortly. Contact Stephen T Badger, 154
Burbage Road, London SE21. Phone 071-274 8126.
Annual Dinner • Special Notice · A booking form for the Annual
Dinner has not been provided in the current Newsletter, so it is suggested
that those who still enjoy the surroundings and the camaraderie of the
occasion write, or phone, Miss Jacqueline Galer, 16 Lovelace Road, SE21

8JX, tel no: 081-670 2659 on June 1st or shortly after for finalised details
·
Jacquie has once again kindly offered to deal with tickets.
The dinner will be held at the Dulwich & Sydenham Golf Club on
Friday June 22, 7pm for 7.30pm: dress - black tie. The menu is to be
de~ided. nearer the time and according to the availability of produce. The
pnce will range from £13 - £15 excluding wine, but possibly including an
aperitif. Numbers will need to be given to the chef by Wednesday June
20. The guest speaker will be His Honour Judge Felix Waley, QC, Judge
Advocate of the Fleet.

Friday June 22 • 7 for 7.30pm
.
Society's Annual Dinner at the Dulwich & Sydenham Hill GolfC}ub.
Tickets available from Miss Jacqueline Galen, 16 Lovelace Road,
SE21 8JX. Telephone: 081-670 2659.
Friday June 22 · 8.pm
Dulwich Picture Gallery
Concert by Pupils from The Yehudi Menuhin School.
Thursday July 5 -7.30pm
Trees walk in Belair Park.
Meet in front of the house in Gallery Road.
Saturday July 7 • 7.30pm
St Barnabas Church Calton Avenue.
Concert to celebrate 150 years of Kings College Hospital.
Handel's Messiah.
The Roseberry Orchestra: Conductor · Graham Stewart.
Tickets are available from: Mrs Julie Evans,
2 Silvermere Row, Warminster Road, London SE25 4DT.
Telephone: 081-771 0676.
Sunday July 8 · 11am • 5pm
Open Day Dulwich Upper Wood
Guided walks and displays.
Saturday/Sunday July 21/22
Lambeth Country Show in Brockwell Park.

THE DULWICH SOCIETY
TREASURERS REPORT 1989
The audited accounts of the Society are shown in full in the following
pages. We had a modest surplus of £153 for the year after allowing for
extraordinary expenditure totalling £542, We also spent £212 on publicity
and advertising; I am pleased to say that the results of the publicity
project were very good indeed.
At the start of the year, my cautious prediction based on income for the
year received up to that time was, that we might not enjoy a surplus in
1989, As a result of a special effort, we were able to collect a fair
amount of arrears of subscriptions and most of the outstanding subscriptions
for 1989. To achieve this end, we had to send over 300 letters to members
who had either forgotten to send their subscriptions or sent incorrect
amounts. This is a job we hope will not be needed in future. Regrettably,
60 members had to be excluded for non payment of subscriptions. During
the latter part of the year, we launched a publicity leaflet, I am pleased
to report that we have 105 new members in response to that project.
I am pleased to say that I had a good response to my appeal for members to
pay their subscriptions by standing order. I do appreciate that this
method is not ideal for some of our members, I would like to ask them to
continue payments by cheque or cash as before.
The response to covenants has not been as good as I hoped. Mr, Harry Hart
who has graciously volunteered to help me in this area and I hope to review
the matter of covenants very shortly.
We hope the decade 1990 will
strength. During this year,
drive, we hope that more and
interest groups and projects

take the Dulwich Society from strength to
we hope to launch a further recruitment
more members will join in the special
undertaken by the Society.

Sunday July 22 to Sunday September 2 ·2,30pm
Weekly Sunday walks. "Tomb Trek in West Norwood CemeterY_' ..
Joint Summer venture by Norwood and Streatham Societies, and
Lambethans. Full details from Brian Vale,
Telephone: 081 761 1059/081 671 4056.

I take this opportunity to thank all members who have generously sent
donations towards the work of the Society.

Thursday September 20 • 8pm
St Barnabas Hall
.
Open meeting. Speakers from Dept of Transport and Southwark council
Transport Dept. have been invited to attend.
Meeting postponed from April 5. (Traffic and Transport.)

S.D. Moonesinghe, r,.c.c.A.
Treasurer
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THE DULWICII SOCIETY
THE DULWICH SOCIETY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1989

nm

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1989

1909

1988

1989
Income
Subscriptions
Interest received
Donations and sundry
Sale of books
Social events
Deduct Expenditure
Newsletters and broadsheets
Printing, stationery, secretarial
Postages, telephone and sundry expenses
Hire of hall and meeting expenses
Subscriptions and donations
Special contributions (Note 2)
Advertising and publicity
Bank charges
Lecturer's fees

3,226
600
57
13
12

3,908

2,554
483
30
55
54

2,049
395
292
101
55
542
212

1,959
245
205
60
105

4

5

105

Fixed Assets (Note 1)
Invcs tments
National Sov ings Inves tmcn ts /\ccoun t
Barclays Bank Plc. Deposit Account

5,633
5

421

5,034
4

5,630
6,091

3,176

Current Assets
Sundry deb tors
Cash at bank

5,038
5,459

83

195
286

83

401

595
306

683
217

981

900

Deduct Current Linbili ties

Sundry creditors
Subscriptions in advance

3,755

2,579

£153

£597

Net Current Liabilities

(419)

(898)

Represen te<l by
Accumulated fund 1.1.1989
Surplus for the year

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS AT 31 DECEMBER l9B9

1988

453

£5, 193

£5,040

5,040
153

3,843
597

5,193

Note l

Fixed Assets
Projector at cost
Photocopier

421
32

100
500

Specific donation for new projector
Legacy : Estate of the late Gerald Fairlie, F.sq.
£5, 193

£453

:.-t--

fiJi;;·
During the year, the Society received a gift of a photocopier
from one of its members.
The photocopier was given an initial
service and was capitalised at the cost of this service,

't'

Denys Wyat;t
Chairman

600
£5,040

_______,_

~Lt-Daya Moonesinghe
Treasurer

REPOHT OF THE AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE DULWICH SOCIETY
Note 2

Special Contributions
Contributions to special projects were made as follows:Sydenham Society re Beechgrove
Darlink

The above Dalance Sheet and annexed profit and loss account and notes show
a true and fair view of the finnncial state of the Society and the results
for the year ended on 31 December 1989.

42
500
22 February 1990

£542

K.A.G. Jeffries
Chartered Accountant

Social Secretary for the Society
If any of our members feel that they could spare the time to be involved
in the work of the Society, we are looking for a Social Secretary to develop
our social programme. Please phone the Secretary, Robin Taylor, on 081670 0890, for a preliminary chat about the job, which carries Executive
Committee status.

