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NEWS 

BEECHGROVE, SYDENHAM HILL: There is to be a Public Enquiry on 
25 November at Southwark town hall into whether the estates 
governors should be allowed to build 36 flats with parking spaces, 
roadway and pavements in two blocks on the site. Southwark council 
oppose this as does the London Wildlife Trust and numerous local 
societies including ourselves. Denys Wyatt, our chairman, has 
attended the first of several coordinating meetings called by 
the Sydenham Society; representatives of the LWT were also there. 
There are many considerations though the overriding concept, shared 
by all at the meeting, is simple. We are arguing for the 
preservation of the whole wood including the SydenhamHill wood nature 
reserve and for its management by the London Wildlife Trust. 
There is to be a public meeting to discuss the whole matter on 
27 October at Kingswood House. Please ring 693 1223 for 
further information on this. 

**** 
PRIDE OF PLACE: The Dulwich Society,with other societies 
registered with the Civic Trust in London and the northern 
hOme counties (Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, 
Hertfordshire and Essex), has a chance of sharing in an 
£8,000 prize for launching a practical project to improve the 
local environment. The 1987 Pride of Place competition is 
organised and funded by the Civic Trust and the David Knightly 
Charitable Trust: the competition began in 1980 and returns to 
London every four years. Two societies will share in the prize 
money: closing date for entries is 30 June 1987. Are there 
any ideas for schemes? 

Any kind of practical project which will improve the local 
environment is eligible to be entered. It could be the 
rehabilitation of a small building; repairs to a local feature; 
the reclamation of a piece of urban wasteland; a landscaping 
scheme; or the provision of some much-needed or imaginative 
open-air amenity. Past winners have included comprehensive 
improvements to paving and planting; the rehabilitation of a 
network of town centre alleyways; and relocation of an old 
railway station canopy; the restoration and conversion of a 
smithy to a Heritage Centre; and the restoration of a lychgate. 

Certificates will be presented to the winners and prize-money 
is to be spent on implementing the winning schemes. Prizes are 
not intended to meet total project costs; societies are expected 
to raise other necessary funds by fundraising and/or grant. 

**** 
FUTURE OF DULWICH WOOD: A full-time warden should be appointed 
to look after Dulwich Wood, possibly under the auspices of the 
Ecological Parks Trust or the London Wildlife Trust. 
Richard Branson's "clean-up Britain" project could also be asked 
to help in its restoration and conservation. These are among 
the proposals for the wood contained in a joint memorandum from 
the trees and wildlife sub-committees to the Dulwich estates 
governors. The memorandum also recommends discontinuing the 
keyholder system and leaving the wood open to the publi.c. 
The practice by which residents on the estate could obtain keys 
at a cost of £3.15 has been discontinued this year because of 
the expense and difficulty of maintaining the fences. 

3 



NEWS 

HOUSE HISTORIES: The next subject in the society's series of 
booklets on Dulwich houses is to be 105 Dulwich Village. Titles 
already published or in the pipeline are: Kingswood, Belair, 
the Old Blew House and Bell House, College Road. 

**** 

FITTON STARTS: A long-time resident of Dulwich who was also a 
distinguished Royal Academician and well-know~ painter, 
lithographer and illustrator is to be the subJect of a two-month 
exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery starting next month. 
James Fitton, who died in 1982 at the age of 83, lived in Dulwich 
for 50 years, was a governor of Dulwich College and honorary 
surveyor of the gallery. He twice narrowly missed being President 
of the Royal Academy and became in the postwar years a leading 
spokesman for the arts. Much of his early work, however, was 
left-wing satire, notably his attacks in the New Left Review on 
Neville Chamberlain, Hitler and Mussolini, The exhibition will 
feature many poster designs and illustrations - customers 
included Ealing Studios, London Transport and the Ministry of Food - as 
well as several works which made a great impact at successive RA 
summer exhibitions. It will be the first time Fitton's work 
has been grouped together in London. 

**** 

THEO FRANKEL: Dr Theo Frankel, chairman of the society's 
horticultural sub-committee from its formation, died in June 
at the age of 88. An appreciation appears elsewhere in this 
newsletter. The new chairman of the sub-committee is 
Gerald Fairlie. 

**** 

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL: London Wildlife Trust has announced what it 
believes to be the country's smallest nature reserve. This is 
Plough Lane Pond, a newly-constructed garden pond which measures 
all of four metres square. It was bought for just £1 and 
represents the trust's first land purchase. The pond, at the 
junction of Lordship Lane and Barry Road, was constructed by 
housing developers after the trust objected at a planning enquiry 
to the destruction of an existing pond on the site. The new pond 
is landscaped in the style of a town garden and has already 
attracted a teeming population of frogs and toads. 

Gary Grant, the trust's Southwark field officer, says: 
"Plough Lane pond demonstrates the value of even the smallest ponds 
in an urban area. We are hoping. to encourage more people to 
build garden ponds in the next year." The trust already manages 
some 30 sites throughout Greater London under licence, but the 
prohibitive cost of land prevents it from purchasing other sites. 
It is keen to encourage the construction of other garden ponds. 

**** 
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NEWS 

GREEN THERAPY: A novel and exciting project to open up new 
gardening vistas for disabled people is under way in Dulwich Park, 
where Horticultural Therapy - a national charity with the motto 
"We keep gardeners growing' - has joined forces with Southwark 
borough council, the park management and Cotswold College, an 
annexe of South London College, to create a demonstration garden 
to broaden the appeal of horticulture and provide new ideas on 
design. Features of special interest expected to be included range 
from raised beds, so that people in wheelchairs can reach and 
touch plants, to scented plants for the blind, and "sound beacons" - a 
small fountain, perhaps, or plants with leaves which rustle in the 
breeze. Since the "feel" through shoes is a useful way for 
blind people to guide themselves, different kinds of path surface 
will take them along different routes. There will also be an 
emphasis on the unusual, since many disabled people cannot travel 
far afield: ideas include a heather bed, an alpine section, a 
water garden and plants which flower in winter. The garden, 
which is the culmination of two years of work by project groups 
at Cotswold College and a working party with representatives from 
park management, police and local authority, will be sited near 
th.e cafe and aviaries. It was due to receive its launch at an 
open day on 20 September. 

A wheelchair gardener cultivates a raised bed. All 
plants are in easy reach and at a comfortable height. 

**** 
POUSSIN ENSEMBLE: The first in a series of exhibitions based on 
im9ortant pictures in the Dulwich Picture Gallery collection, 
Paintings and their Contexts, will focus on Nicolas Poussin's 
painting of Venus and Mercury (1626-27). During the eighteenth 
century, for unknown reasons, this painting was cut into two 
pieces. This autumn the two fragments will be reunited for 
the first time in this country at the picture gallery: the 
larger fragment at Dulwich will be rejoined by the smaller piece 
from the Louvre. The two fragments will be shown alongside an 
early etching of the entire composition and the magnificent drawing 
made by Poussin himself for the printmaker, also generously loaned 
by the Louvre. 
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NEWS 

GALLERY POP: In 1985 Dulwich Picture Gallery showed contemporary 
art for the first time in its 180-year-old history. The 
successful shows Late de Chirico and Introducing Sam Rabin are to 
be followed this month by an exhibition of work by one of England's 
finest landscapists, David Blackburn. Kenneth Clark described 
him as "a master of metamorphosis ... a great artist who has not 
received sufficient recognition." A contemporary of David Hockney 
and RB Kitaj at the Royal College of Art, Blackburn produces 
poetic visions which are firmly rooted in the English visionary 
landscape tradition of Samuel Palmer and Graham Sutherland. He 
transforms the landscape by abstracting it down to its essential 
formal qualities, charging it with a rich vocabulary of pure colour 
and expressive line. A large panel of 15 related pastels, 
entitled The Landscape Vision, has been specially produced for the 
exhibition. This important work captures the mysterious fleeting 
moments and shifting atmospherics of the bleak landscape in 
early evening. 

PM CHEZ ELLE: As everyone will know by now, Dulwich has an 
influential new resident - and with due obeisances to Page Three 
and Top of the Pops, we don't just mean Samantha Fox. Forgetting 
for a moment the precise amount of the percentage increase on the 
price of their Dulwich Gate Barratt home, Mr and Mrs Denis Thatcher 
seem to have experienced the appeal of Dulwich. Living here, 
said Mr Thatcher, was "like being in the country but I have driven 
into the city in 16 minutes before. It's a beautiful place." 
More controversially, Mrs Thatcher remarked how "delighted" she 
was that Southwark had been rate-capped. It's not how much you 
spend but the way that you spend it, she added. 

**** 

WOOD WARDEN: The Ecological Parks Trust, which manages Dulwich 
Upper Wood, a five-acre mixed deciduous wood and city nature park, 
owned by the Dulwich estates governors and bounded by Farquhar Road 
and Spinney Gardens, has appointed a new full-time warden. 
Jane Madden will be responsible for the overall management of the 
wood, the upkeep of the information centre, situated on the site, 
and the overall development of the wood as a conservation and 
educati~nal resource. She hopes to set up a new group - Friends 
of Dulwich Upper Wood - and is planning an open day in October. 
See Features and What's On. 

**** 

LOCAL HISTORY: Research projects in prospect or under way include 
the Grange, the golf course and early field boundaries in Dulwich. 

**** 
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NEWS 

ORIENT SUCCESS: Forty major paintings are to be J.oaned by 
Dulwich Picture Gallery to four locations in Japan between 
October 1986 and February 1987. A generous fee, together 
with all exhibition expenses, will bring the total raised for 
the gallery's appeal, launched in 1984, to £550,000. The 
opening exhibition, at the Isetan department store in Tokyo 
will be part of the British Fair taking place to mark the 
centenary of Isetan. The collection of Old Master paintings 
from England's oldest public art gallery will be on show at 
the same time as an exhibition of British contemporary art, 
representing the 'old and the new' in the world of art in 
Britain. 

**** 

GOOSING ABOUT: The feeding requirements of Branta canadensis 
remains a sore point. The wildlife committee (see July 
newsletter) asked the estates governors to let the grass grow 
in the millpond meadow to encourage Canada Geese. The governors, 
in the shape of the bailiff, have now delivered their reply: a 
resounding no. The geese only pulled up the grass, said the 
bailiff: it will continue to be cut short. A nutritional 
de.ficiency, the committee understands, causes some geese to have 
malformed wings: some residents, ignoring the grass issue, have 
taken matters into their own hands and are feeding the birds 
with grain at some personal expense. The London Wildlife Trust 
may now be enlisted on the side of short grass. Meanwhile sceptical 
voices on the committee ask whether more Brantae canadenses 
should in any case be further encouraged since they seem 
sufficiently prolific to encourage themselves. 

**** 
WILDLIFE BULLDOZED: Hopes of a wildlife sanctuary in Shakespeare 
Road, alongside the railway line to Herne Hill from central 
London, were crushed earlier this summer when bulldozers moved on 
to the site, despite the decision by Lambeth's town planning 
committee to support the London Wildlife Trust and oppose a 
property developer's plans for 50 "luxury" homes. 

**** 
BUS CHANGES: From 21 June route 37 was due to be switched to 
slower driver-only operation and route 3 to run from Crystal 
Palace to Oxford Circus only, not to Camden Town. 

APOLOGY: We are sorry for the error in production which 
led to the baffling truncation of a picture caption on _Page 10 
of the July Newsletter, This should have read: "The American 
Garden, 1907". 
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PLANNING AND TRAFFIC NEWS 

Grove House, Dulwich Common: The society had opposed the 
proposal to demolish this house and erect five new detached 
houses on the site. Southwark Council has agreed with our 
view and among the reasons it gave is that the area is within 
the Dulwich Wood Conservation Area; that it is within designated 
metropolitan open land; that an undesirable precedent would be 
established; that traffic problems would abound and that there 
would be an unacceptable loss of trees. These were points made 
by the society in its presentation. 

48-50 Half Moon Lane: At a meeting on 26 August Southwark 
Council's planning sub-committee agreed by four votes to two 
to allow this development, against both the society's and many 
residents' opposition. We said that we were not against the 
provision of sheltered housing as such but objected to the 
demolition of two fine Victorian houses for this purpose. We 
also objected to the scale of the proposed new building which 
is to be three storeys high and 35 metres long and will be out 
of character with the surrounding neighbourhood. The Dulwich 
estates governors, however, have yet to give their assent. 

North Dulwich Station: Representation has been made to British 
Rail about the unusually early closure of North Dulwich Station 
in the evenings, The last train stops there at 21.42 hours 
whilst trains-carry on through it to Tulse Hill until 23.15 hours. 
At weekends it is little better and the position for people 
wishing to stay in town for entertainment is extremely limiting. 
We hope to have more news of this in our next issue. 

Dulwich Traffic: We have also asked Southwark for a comprehensive 
clarification of the position on the following areas: traffic 
in Court Lane; the traffic lights at Dulwich Village and 
Turney Road; College Road and the South Circular Road arising 
from the demise of the GLC. A meeting was due to be held with 
council representatives in September: a report is expected in 
the next issue. 

Reg Collins, chairman, planning and traffic sub-committee 

Bell M7adow, Paxton Roundabout: Members concerned about the 
extensive work now going on in the lower part of Bell Meadow 
need have no fear. It is phase two of the Effra storm relief 
sewer wo~ks undertaken by the Thames water authority. It is a 
45-we7k ~ob and the authority aims to finish by next June. 
When it is over, Thames says the scene will be reconstituted 
e~actly as it was. Topsoil has been piled, the whole area 
will be returfed and two trees which have had to be felled will 
be replaced. Let us hope this will be properly and expertly 
carried out. Brian Green, Reg Collins · 
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RESCUING FROGS FROM THE BULLDOZERS 

Over 400 frogs and 120 toads as well as plenty of spawn have 
been introduced to garden ponds in Dulwich this year by Dulwich 
Society members. 

These amphibia were rescued during the breeding season from 
a pond previously managed by the Ecological Parks Trust. The 
pond had been created by the trust in 1977 as part of the William 
Curtis ecological park, a site in Southwark near Tower Bridge which 
was scheduled for development. Two years after the introduction 
of plants and animals, frogs were breeding prolifically. Before 
vacating the site last year, the trust removed much of the oond 
contents, so I was astonished to find not only that the pond was 
still in existence but that it was being used as a breeding site 
by hundreds of frogs. 

I contacted the wildlife sub-committee and several of us 
started going to the pond every few days gathering frogs and 
spawn. We were kept busy for several weeks as toads and then 
newts arrived to breed. Although we were very successful in 
catching the frogs and toads, we were quite inept at netting newts, 
so unfortunately had to leave most of them at the pond. 

Using the society's record of ponds in Dulwich, we contacted 
pond mmers and distributed frogs, toads and spawn to every 
suitable pond where the owners were willing to receive them. We 
found toads were particularly popular with Dulwich pond owners! 

Once introduced, amphibia will establish themselves successfully 
in a garden pond as long as they have some shelter and the right 
denth of water in which to breed. Frogs need shallow water (4 in.) 
for spawning, while toads need deeoer water (6 i~ - 12 i~) containing 
plants. As fish eat frog and newt tadpoles greedily, amohibia 
introduced to fish oonds are unlikely to reproduce successfully. 
Plant cover alongside at least part of the pond will help to 
protect emerging froglets and toadlets from birds and the adults 
from cats. All amphibia need places in which they can safely 
hibernate both in the pond, which needs to be at least 18 in. deep, 
and in the garden - for example under piles of leaves or in mud. 
As all amphibia eat insects; slugs and snails, the use of 
Pesticides should be avoided. 
- The Ecological Parks Trust were very successful in establishing 
their pond with a wide variety of plants, animals and invertebrates, 
but their experience of the problems involved in managing a pond 
with public access might be useful when considering the future 
of ponds in- Dulwich Woods and Lapsewood. 

The EPT found that the majority of their visitors were 
children attracted by the pond and, although every effort was 
made by the wardens, they were unable to prevent children removing 
and mutilating frogs and tramoling vegetation. The wardens found 
it virtuallv imoossible to divert the children's interest into 
more constructive channels and eventually removed some of the 
frogs to a safer site. 

In their information sheet on the ,:iond the Trust said: "Frog
huntino has remained a serious problem, even outside the breeding 
season, and no effective solution has vet been found. It seems 
inevitable that a pond of this sort, intended for educational 
and recreational use, will receive a significant degree of trampling 
and that a certain amount of damage to the vegetation must be 
accented if this function is to be fulfilled." 

;'The more debatable and emotive question is that of how much 
mistreatment of animals should be tolerated. The answer will 
clearly depend on the nature of the site and the individual views 
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of those responsible for its management, but serious thought must 
be given to the probable consequences of introducing frogs and 
other animals into an urban pond." 

If the Ecoloqical Parks Trust's former pond has not been 
bulldozed, we are prepared to repeat the rescue operation next 
year, so we would very much like to hear from anyone who would 
be able to offer a home to frogs, toads, newts or spawn. Please 
write to me, Glynis Williams, 90 Upland Road, East Dulwich, 
London SE22 ODE or rinq Rosa Davis, 670 3011 (before 9am) or 
Marjorie Campbell, 670-8766. 

A very useful free leaflet "Garden Ponds as AmPhibian 
Sanctuaries" is available from the chairman of the conservation 
committee of the British Herpetological Society, 28 Old Fort Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex BN4 SRJ. 

Glynis Williams 

122 THURLOW PA~K ROAD 

This imposing, probably Edwardian, semi-detached house has 
alreadv survived several planning applications for redevelopment, 
most recently last summer. It is under threat of degradation, 
yet again, from amended plans submitted to Lambeth council and 
the estates governors this summer. 

Many members livin~ in Southwark may be quite unaware of its 
existence. It stands in a corner of Lambeth close to the 
Lambeth-Southwark border in West Dulwich. With its twin, 
number 124, a splendidly-proportioned facade shaded by mature 
trees is presented to the South Circular Road. The wide 
crescent-sweep of drive-way and fine stepped, pillared and 
corniced porticoes are shared - lighted Christmas trees have 
been an annual feature of these doorways and porticoes! 

Planning proposals, last year and again this year, feature 
reconstruction of the house for increased occupancy of the 
spacious interior covering three floors. Such redevelopment 
is probably inevitable in this day and age. What should not be 
inevitable, however, according to what we have learnt, is this 
year's proposal to build a single block beside number 122, four 
storeys in height, between it and number 120, with parking space 
in front, and access to bungalows, garages and more parking space, 
replacing the major part of the garden, at the rear. 

This year, we understand, there is no proposal for a 
right-of-way from Thurlow Park Road through to Ling's Coppice. 
Last year the estates governors refused to accept such a 
proposal. Given the space available between numbers 122 and 120 
for both the block and the access road, it is difficult to see 
how the block can stand out as anything other than a sore thumb 
in the midst of the surrounding architecture, no matter how 
good the design. 

According to our information, this latest proposal for 
redevelopment has been accepted by the estates governors. It 
would be helpful if members in and around West Dulwich could 
advise the pianning and transport committee of their own views. 
Reg Collins, chairman of the committee,will advise Lambeth 
planning department of objections. 

Robin Taylor 
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INSPECTING TREES: HOW THE GOVERNORS LINK UP WITH THE SOCIETY 

A paragraph with the heading "Felled Oak" was printed in the 
news section of the July Newsletter. More needs to be said about 
the two trees mentioned and about our relationship with the Dulwich 
estates governors over trees in general. 

The felled oak referred to is still standing as this item is 
being written. It is in a play area for children and could be 
dangerous. Although there is no formal duty on them to do so 
the governors went out of their way to explain to all the nearby 
residents why the tree had to be felled and that it is to be 
replaced by another oak. 

we have now had a full explanation of the reasons for the 
fellincr of the horse chestnut-tree at 20 Pond Mead which was 
also m~ntioned. We accept that there was no other way to deal 
with the structural problems it was causing. Fortunately there 
are no other individual trees about which we are unhappy at the 
moment. 

The i:iosition on inspecting trees is as follows. Two members 
of the trees sub-committee are regularly invited to meet the 
general manager, members of his staff and some of the governors 
when they inspect trees on Saturday mornings six times a year. 
The trees we look at are those where house owners have asked the 
governors for advice or for i:iermission to prune or fell, usually 
because the roots are allegedly causing structural damage or 
damage to services like drains and gas pipes. 

The fact is that trees grow and they sometimes grow very big. 
Even after only a few years a small tree that was a pleasant 
feature close to the house may become overpowering or inappropriate 
or it may undermine foundations. If the tree has to be felled 
a suitable replacement is almost always suggested by the governors 
or by the owner. 

Our invitation to join the governors - and it is by courtesy 
of the governors and not as of right - is to inspect sites which 
are likely to be contentious or to excite public concern. But 
there are so many trees that the members of the sub-committe and 
the governors could not possibly find time to look at them all. 
The governors retain an expert trees adviser who visits all.the 
sites and makes recommendations. Before our Saturday meetings 
we receive a document listing the sites for inspection and other 
sites where permission has been requested for dead, dying and 
decayed trees to be removed or pruned back, almost invariably with 
a recommendation that a suitable replacement is planted nearby. 

on site we are always cordially invited to express our views 
and we are glad to say that we very rarely take a different view 
from that taken by the governors who inspect the trees. They 
clearly have a very firm policy to preserve and replace the 
trees in Dulwich. 

In spite of this careful procedure some trees in Dulwich are 
under threat as a result of i:ilanning applications for the 
redevelopment of sites where there are large gardens. 

Here the governors have to weigh the amenities of the area 
against the financial requirements of the charities for which they 
are legally responsible. We feel strongly that the rural aspect 
of Dulwich should not be destroyed and here we have the support 
of Southwark Council 'so far as the conservation area is concerned. 

Ronnie Reed, trees sub-committee 
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MARSH AND MEADOW AT DULWICH UPPER WOOD 

By Jane Madden 

Two major tasks are planned for the coming autumn and 
winter months in Dulwich.Upper Wood. The first will be the 
creation of a marsh area in the northern section of the wood. 
The natural spring in this area will be taken advantage of 
and a small dam with overflow channel will be established. 
The water will be retained with a heavy duty PVC liner laid 
beneath a layer of soil. In the spring the area will be 
planted with marshland species. The new habitat should 
increase further the diversity of plant, insect and bird life 
in the wood and provide another study area for school groups. 

Secondly, a natural opening in the tree canopy in basement 5 
(see map) will enable the establishment of a large glade. The 
existing path will be rerouted through this area, which will 
require the creation of steps to alleviate the gradient into the 
basement. Removal of encroaching woody plants will be 
required and continuai cutting of the herbaceous species, with 
the removal of all cuttings, will take place throughout the 
following year. This will prevent competitive species becoming 
dominant, thus enabling the establishment of a wildflower meadow. 
Once firmly established, routine management - cutting twice a year -
will be sufficient to maintain the meadow. 

Routine species surveys are continually being carried out so 
that accurate records of any changes in species composition can 
be kept. 

We are planning to develop the area further as an educational 
resource. At present the site porta-cabin (information centre) 
is being upgraded so it will be suitable for use as a classroom 
at the beginning of the new academic year. With the change of 
emphasis to ecology and conservation in the examination boards' 
syllabuses, Dulwich Upper Wood is hoping to receive numerous 
visits from secondary schools as well as the already high 
attendance from the local primary and junior schools. 

Throughout the coming year general management in the wood 
will be continued. A number of routine tasks are required, 
including the upkeep of the tree nursery, the clearance of the 
coppiced areas, removal of sycamore saplings and the maintenance 
of all paths and stepped areas. 

A lot of work and time is required to maintain this wood as a 
conservation area which is accessible to both school groups and 
the general public. The work requires as much help as possible 
from members of the local community. Help will be appreciated in 
any form, whether in species recording, physical management or 
keeping an eye on the site when the warden and assistant wardens 
are not present. This will be particularly appreciated as a lot 
of vandalism has been taking place over the last few months - much 
of it occurring at weekends and evenings when the wood is not 
wardened. 

voluntary group called 'Friends of 
of this will be involved with all 
An open day is planned at the wood 

I am proposing to set up a 
Dulwich Upper Wood' . Members 
aspects of work on the site. 
to discuss this further with 
along and give your support. 

all those interested. Please come 
Any information about the history 
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of the wood and any knowledge of the whereabouts of the residents 
of the houses which were once present would be appreciated. 

The open day is on Sunday 12 October, from 11am until mid
afternoon. If you have anyenquiries and would like to know 
more about the work at Dulwich Upper Wood, the local group and 
the other work the Ecological Parks Trust is involved with, please 
ring me (weekdays 9-5pm on 01 761-6230) or call in at the warden's 
hut for a chat. 

Jane Madden is the new warden of Dulwich Upper Wood 

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS 

A hole seven feet up in a dead apple tree provided the first 
nesting site of lesser spotted woodpecker in the area since our 
records started, A few feet away one of the two pairs of spotted 
flycatchers reported was nesting. Another first was the nest, 
in tall privet, of a longtailed tit. Still awaited are reports 
of all warblers save lesser whitethroat and chiffchaff. 

One pair of collared doves in Woodwarde Road may not prove 
the forerunner of the numbers to be seen in outer suburbs. No 
significant change has been noted among swifts and house martins. 

Last winter siskins were seen in both the Denmark Hill and 
Sydenham Hill areas, sometimes in company with redpolls at 
bird tables supplied regularly with seed. These species are 
likely to be seen during the coming winter anywhere among the 
seed bearing birches which are so well distributed in our area. 

The Ecological Parks Trust report for 1985-6 refers to the 
presence in the Farquhar Road wood of all the regular Dulwich 
titmice and goldcrests during cold weather and to the breeding 
of great and lesser spotted woodpeckers and spotted flycatcher. 

A woodcock flushed from a railway embankment was the fourth 
since records were started. A chough seen in Dulwich Village in 
May was presumably the same bird reported in July at Sydenham Hill; 
an escape perhaps since this distinctive member of the crow family 
is confined to Ireland, the Isle of Man and the cliffs and 
quarries of Wales and south-west Scotland. 

The crepuscular flight of stag beetles was reported for only 
one week in June. Foxes and hedgehogs have doubtless been seen 
by many members but are under recorded. Likewise the slowworm 
for which the first report, three females and one male 
apparently well established off Lordship Lane, is to hand. 

And the cuckoo has been heard. 
With acknowledgement to all who provided records and whose 

numbers are happily increasing. 

Don Freshwater (tel: 693 1666) 17 August 1986 

BETTER AESTHETICS: Notes of congratulation are to be sent to the 
secretary of Dulwich and Sydenham Golf Club, for the club's 
attractive new sign at the end of Grange Lane, and to 
Mr Primavera, of Pond House, off Dulwich Way, for the 
"outstanding" design of a new conservatory, at the rear of the 
house. 
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OBITUARY: Dr TH Frankel 

Dr TH Frankel, who was chairman of the horticultural sub
committee of The Dulwich Society from its formation, died at his 
home on 9 June at the age of 88. Although born into a family of 
distinguished Viennese lawyers, Theo Frankel chose a career in 
industry and so on completing his university education he joined 
an Austrian textile company, Altmann's. 

He was assigned, as a trainee, to one of their subsidiaries 
manufacturing specialist grades of paper. By the early 1930s 
he was in charge of sales which were largely directed abroad. 
As German industry, under the Nazis, became more and more 
regimented Theo Frankel devoted more attention to his British 
contacts and the respect in which he was held here stood him 
in good stead when Germany marched in to Austria. He was able 
to arrange for those of his employees who wished, to leave 
Austria. Thereafter, by stratagem and devious routes, with his 
wife and two teenage daughters, he made his own last hazardous 
journey across Europe arriving in this country on l July 1938, 

The chairman of Wiggins Teape at that time was Lord Portal, 
himself descended from Huguenot refugees and refugee Frankel was 
engaged to take charge of a Wiggins Teape mill in Kent which 
was experiencing production problems. 

With the outbreak of war, as an alien, particularly an alien 
of Germanic origin, he was no longer allowed to work in industry 
and he joined the Pioneer Corps in which he worked in a very 
menial capacity. This must have been a most unpleasant time. 
Eventually, through the good offices of his cousin, the eminent 
historian, Sir Lewis Namier, he was tranferred to War Office 
Intelligence. 

Understandably he was most reticent about this period of his 
life, recalling only one incident. Returning from an assignment 
in the north-east he took a cup of tea at a railway buffet, meanwhile 
making copious notes of an interview he had conducted. Apparently 
the fact that a private soldier should be so assiduously engaged 
rather than ogling the ATS girls at his table was considered 
sufficiently singular to warrant his immediate arrest. Fortunately 
a call to the War Office effected his equally speedy release. 

Later in the war, as thoughts began to turn to postwar 
reconstruction, while nominally remaining in the army Theo Frankel 
was reassigned to Wiggins Teape to join a group planning the 
future shape of the British paper industry. This involved an 
immediate promotion from private to colonel and travel to the 
United States to study paoer production on a scale hardly dreamed 
of. 

After the war he was responsible, as chairman of a Wiggins 
Teape subsidiary, for the planning and commissioning of a 
tissue mill at Bridgend and Britain's first continuous pulp mill 
at Sudbrock on the north shore of the Severn Estuary. 

It was at this time that Theo Frankel gave up smoking and his 
reason for so doing was entirely consonant with his engaging 
idiosyncrasy. He found that machinery he required was not 
available in this country, exchange control was in place and 
Government permission was required. When the import licence was 
received, as a quid pro quo Theo Frankel threw away his cigarettes 
and never smoked again. 

Continued on page 22 ••• / 
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THE LATEST PISSARRO: CLUES AND CONCLUSIONS 

By Geoff Todd 

I was intrigued by the original Pissarro shown at the society's 
annual meeting and reproduced in the April newsletter. There 
was a lively discussion at the close of the meeting about the 
location of this painting, with Nicholas Reed favouring Penge 
(now Penge West). Certainly there are four tracks at Penge and 
the style, both of the bridge itself and the typically tall signal 
posts, is that of the London Brighton and South Coast Railway. 
But somehow Penge just did not seem right. 

The title was the first thing. "Lower Norwood", Pissarro 
called it. Another of the pictures on display at the AGM was a 
view from College Road, looking west over the valley with "Lower 
Norwood in the background", as Pissarro's own title put it. 
Undoubtedly this was what we would call West Norwood. Surely, 
even the maddest of French painters would not turn through 180 degrees, 
cross the valley on the other side of Sydenham Hill and then call 
that "Lower Norwood"? It was not Pissarro who mistook Lordship Lane 
for Pengei so far as I could judge, where Pissarro himself had 
located his paintings in their titles, he was quite accurate. 

Then the signals - the correct style, but the four tracks from 
London Bridge to Norwood Junction, through Penge, are arranged with 
the two local tracks on the outside (with platforms at Penge and 
Sydenham) and the two fast tracks on the inside (without platforms). 
Two tracks in the same direction would thus pass through two adjacent 
arches of the bridge, and the signals would have been closer together 
than they are in the painting. The .position of the signals suggests 
that the tracks are arranged "up-down-up-down" through the four 
arches, which is the way they are laid out on the other London Brighton 
and South Coast main line, from Victoria through Balham and Streatham 
Common. But that is even further away than Penge. 

There is only one place in "Lower Norwood" where there are four 
railway tracks arranged in two pairs side-by-side. That is about a 
quarter of a mile on the London side of West Norwood station, where 
the double track divides and diverges to Streatham Hill and Tulse Hill. 
For a short distance the tracks run side by side, and at this point 
is the bridge carrying York Hill over the railway, climbing quite 
steeply from Norwood Road on the right of the painting. From 
this it follows that the painting is a view looking north. 

Unfortunately, York Hill bridge was rebuilt in the 1950s so 
conclusive identification was not possible. However, a member 
of the Streatham Society had brought along some photographs which 
he had taken, looking north from the bridge carrying Lansdowne Hill 
over the railway. These were very persuasive, showing some 
recognisable buildings near Norwood Road, and Trinity Church on 
the skyline, although this was less prominent than in Pissarro's 
painting. 

In the spring the chief civil engineer of British Rail 
produced from his archives the original 1864 drawing of the bridge 
on the ."West End and Crystal Palace Line" (sic) which Pissarro 
painted. The elevation shows the same side of the bridge as the 
painting, although at a rather different angle; looking from 
the right rather than from the left. 
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No prizes for guessing the subject - for more 
details of the artist see Grapevine, page 23. 

Finally, if this is indeed York Hill bridge, the signals are in 
exactly the right place, controlling the convergence of the two 
lines from Victoria and London Bridge. Indeed, if you look over 
the parapet of York Hill bridge today, you will see the modern 
electric signals doirig the same job in just the same position. 
I rest my case! 

Geoff Todd is a member of the transport and planning sub-committee 
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THE FUTURE OF DULWICH WOOD: WHAT THE DULWICH SOCIETY IS RECOMMENDING 

Dulwich Wood, a section of the same ancient woodland as the 
adjoining Sydenharn Hill Wood, forms part of the oriqinal estate 
of Edward Alleyn. It is also one of the most prized amenities 
of Dulwich, The Dulwich estates governors, who are responsible 
for its management, have invited suggestions on its future. Below 
is the society's resoonse, oroduced after a joint meeting of the 
trees and wildlife sub-committees. 

The trees and wildlife sub-committees of the Dulwich Society 
have met together to consider the future of Dulwich Woods. We 
are very much aware of the value of the woods both from the 
environmental and the ecological ooint of view and one of the 
reasons the Dulwich Society was founded was to preserve the woods. 
But we appreciate also the difficulties and expense of maintaining 
a wood in the middle of a big city. 

We understand that the estates govenors would welcome 
suggestions and we would therefore like to make the following 
proposals: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

The keyholder system is not renewed and the wood is open 
to the public with some safeguards. We consider that 
the presence of more people on legitimate business will 
deter vandalism. 

The fence along Low Cross Wood Lane and by Cox's Walk 
should be replaced by medium height iron railings as at 
Dulwich Upper Wood in Farquhar Road, or if this is not 
possible by an open wooden fence perhaps with a hedge 
beside it as along the boundary with Peckarmans Wood. 
We consider that a high security fence provokes intruders 
in a way that railings which can be climbed do not. 

We recommend 'kissing gates', where 
oresent, to prevent motor cyclists. 
successfully installed at the Cox's 
Sydenham Hill Wood. 

the gates are at 
These have been 

Walk entrance to 

We think that a full-time warden would greatly improve 
the prospect of preserving the wood and it would be 
easier to interest a suitably qualified person if there 
was an educational element in his duties. 

The wood is still a very pleasant place with quite a 
variety of trees, birds and other wild life and we do 
not consider that it requires much management, apart 
from the problem of the pond and the proliferation of 
sycamores. There are good paths and the ivy and bramble 
force most oeoole to keep to them so no large-scale work 
is required: · 

If the estates governors are unable to underta~e these 
measures themselves, we think the Ecological Parks Trust 
is doing a very good job at Dulwich Upper Wood and would 
like to suggest asking their advice as to whether they could 
take on the management of Dulwich Wood or whether they 
would recommend the London Wildlife Trust who manage 
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g) 

h) 

Sydenham Hill Wood but are advised by the EPT. There 
are obvious advantages in asking the LWT because 
Sydenharn Hill Wood is adjoining. 

We feel that if the wood is open to the public and used 
by visiting school parties and for education studies, 
there is a much greater chance of obtaining some 
fi~ancial help to manage it. For instance, English 
Heritage have recently received funds for environmental 
improvements which might apply to a wood in a conservation 
area, and Richard Bra·nson has announced a scheme for 
employing young people on such work. 

Lastly, although the Dulwich Society could not provide 
a full-time warden, there are olenty of members willing 
and able to assist with voluntary activities. Volunteers 
have for several years assisted the EPT and the LWT in 
clearing rubbish, making oaths and steps, doing surveys 
of the wildlife etc. A member of the trees committee 
who visits the wood almost daily, already collects and 
brings home all small bits of rubbish he finds! 

We hope that these suggestions may provide a basis for some 
decision about the wood which we all value greatly. If there 
are further investigations you would like us to make we will 
gladly do so. We have reports from the various bodies mentioned. 

THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME AT THE GRANGE 

My grateful thanks are due again to all those members of 
the Dulwich Society whose help with the organising of sales etc 
gave the essential support to make the opening of the Grange 
garden, in May and July this year, the great successes they were. 
So many visitors, both friends and strangers, expressed their 
thanks for giving them such happy afternoons. 

Again we were blessed with good weather. A lovely sunny 
spell in the first two hours encouraged about 150 visitors to 
sit about on the grass of the main lawn, when all the chairs 
and benches, lent to us for the occasion, had been occupied. 
When I came up from the lower garden, about half-an-hour after 
opening, it was a most pleasant surprise - like a large and 
colourful Edwardian picnic - which brought to life the old 
garden and gave a garden party air to the afternoon. 

A very good team from the BHHI served tea and cake, which 
we were able to supplement from sales of home-made cakes, and 
other drinks, from supplies given to us by well-wishers. There 
were only just over 300 visitors at the July opening, but because 
many of them remained for so long, and the atmosphere of enjoyment 
could be felt, several of our supporters thought we must on 
that day have had the largest attendance yet. 

The total payments made under the scheme, to the British Home 
and Hospital for Incurables at Crown Point and the NGS for 
1986,amounted to £944. 

Gerald Fairlie 

*The Grange will be the subject of the =irst in a series on 
the gardens of Dulwich which the Newsletter hopes to publish 
shortly. 
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WHAT'S ON 

1 Oct-2 Nov 

1 Oct-2 Nov 

2 Oct, Thurs, 
7.30pm 

4 Oct, Sat, 
3.30pm 

4 Oct, Sat 

*5 Oct, Sun, 
2.30-4.30pm 

12 Oct, Sun, 
llam to mid
afternoon 

15 Oct-18 Jan 

16 Oct, Thurs, 
evening 

17 Oct, Fri, 
8pm 

18 Oct, Sat, 
7pm 

21 Oct, Tues, 
7.30pm 

22 Oct, Wed, 
7.30pm 

Dulwich Picture Gallery 

Dulwich Picture Gallery 

Effra School, Effra 
Parade, SW2 

Horniman Museum 

St. Barnabas Parish 
Hall 

Howletts Mead, 
College Road 

Dulwich Upper Wood 

Dulwich Picture Gallery 

Friends of Dulwich 
Picture Gallery 
(tel. Jean Wells, 
670 4960) 

St. Barnabas 

Wilderness Expeditions 
Club, 23 Eastlands 
Crescent 

Norwood Upper School, 
Crown Dale, SE19 
Rm. S26 

Horniman Museum 
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Charles Barry, Junior, 
and the Dulwich College 
Estate (see July 
Newsletter) 

David Blackburn -
A Landscape Vision 

The Four Arts, talk 
by Patricia Jenkyns 
on artists with local 
links (Lambethans 
Society) 

Planet Protection, 
talk by Ruth Day 
and film, Dulwich 
World Wildlife Fund 
Group. See Grapevine 
for WWF events 

Harvest supper, 
performance of 
The Mikado 

Garden visit 
(invitation) 

Open day (see 
features) 

Paintings and their 
context - Poussin's 
Venus and Mercury 

John Amis - A Miscellany 

Violin Recital, 
Rasma Lielmane 

Climbing in Norway, 
slides, Steve Evans, 
(Tel. 693 4094) 

History of Stockwell 
and Brixton, talk 

British Butterflies 
Talk and slides, 
Ken Wilmott, Dulwich WWF 

*27 Oct, Mon, 
evening 

1 Nov, Sat, 
l0.30am-4pm 

*6 Nov, Thurs, 
8pm 

7 Nov, Fri, 
7.30pm 
8 Nov, 2.30pm, 
7.30pm 

8 Nov, Sat, 
7pm 

11 Nov-4 Jan 

11 Nov, Tues, 
7.30pm 

18 Nov, Tues, 
evening 

20 Nov, Thurs, 
evening 

20 Nov, Thurs, 
7.30pm 

21 Nov-4Dec 

*24 Nov, Mon, 
7.30pm 

Kingswood House 

St. Paul's Hall, 
Herne Hill 

St. Barnabas Hall 

St. Barnabas Church 

Wilderness Expeditions 
Club (see above) 

Dulwich Picture Gallery 

St. Barnabas 

Friends of Dulwich 
Picture Gallery 

Camberwell Society, 
United Reformed Church, 
Love Walk, SES 
(members' meeting) 

Effra School 
(see above) 

South London Art 
Gallery, Peckham Road 

Horniman Museum 
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Public meeting on 
proposed development 
at Beechgrove, 
Sydenham Hill Wood 

Craft Fair, Herne 
Hill Society 

Local history 
evening. Illustrated 
talk by Dr J R Piggott 
on Charles Barry Jnr, 
architect of Dulwich 
College, St. Peter's, 
St. Stephen's, 
Barry Road Congregational 
church, Dulwich Village 
infants' school and 
many other Dulwich 
buildings 

The Glass Tower, 
electronic music 
fantasy performed by 
the Gaudeamus Children's 
Choir (tel. 299 1902) 

Four-wheel drive across 
Africa, slides, 
Steve Satow; and 
fireworks 

James Fitton, RA, 
(see News) 

Alleyn's School Concert 

Lecture, Sir Brinsley Ford, 
"The Grand Tour" 

London's Georgian 
Houses, illustrated 
talk by Andrew Byrne 
(author) (Tel. 703 0414) 

Local History of 
Brixton, illustrated 
talk by Alan Piper 
(Lambethans) 

SE London Art Group, 
40th annual exhibition 

Dulwich Ponds, talk 
and slides, 
Glynis Williams and 
Rosa Davis (of the 
Dulwich Society), 
Dulwich WWF 



29 Nov, Sat, 
evening 

6 Dec, Sat, 
7pm 

6 Dec, Sat, 
7.30pm 

11 Dec, Thurs, 
evening 

Virgo Fidelis Church, 
Upper Norwood 

Wilderness Expeditions 
Club (see above) 

St. John The Divine, 
Vassall Road 

Friends of Dulwich 
Gallery 

Concert to mark 
50th anniversary of 
Crystal Palace Fire 
( see Grapevine) 

Trekking in Tassili 
N'Ajjer, Algeria, 
Veronica Johnston. 
Xmas Party. 

Dulwich Choral 
Society, Concert -
Charpentier, Saint-Saens. 
Tel. 733 3777 for 
tickets. 

Christmas entertainment, 
A Seasonal Bouquet, 
Giles Waterfield and 
friends 

*Indicates Dulwich Society event or involvement 

Listings, please, to David Lord, editor, at 27 Woodwarde Road, 
SE22 SUN 

DF. THEO FRANKEL: Continued from page 15 ... 

Although spending much of their time in south Wales and 
later in Scotland the Frankels maintained a London home and in 
1956 they moved to their house in College Road. At this time 
Theo Fra~kel was engaged in planning one of Britain's largest 
pa~e~aking ~omplexes. Seeking a site, acquiring permissions, 
raising.outside finance, steering a private bill through Parliament, 
overseeing the construction, commissioning and running-in of the 
plant at Fort William occupied most of the remainder of his working 
life. 

As retirement approached he sought an outlet for his undiminished 
energy and for a number of years he worked for the Blackfriars 
Settlement in a voluntary capacity, both in administration and 
in their prisoner-befriending project. 

His wife, Martha, had been in declining health for some time 
and he spent more time nursing her with the help of his devoted 
adopted daughter Margaret. After Martha's death he turned to 
the garden which they had both loved. He delighted in sharing 
his pleasure in his plants with others and when the horticultural 
sub-committee was formed he enjoyed visiting other gardens in 
Dulwich. 

Although in late years he suffered with a severely constricted 
oesophagus which entailed periodic operations and meant -c.hat he 
could take only processed food, his enthusiasm and infectious 
curiosity remained undiminished. Until his death he did not 
miss a single meeting of his sub-committee and he was able to 
enliven and inform their proceedings with his wisdom, humour 
and good fellowship. 

. He was a kind, generous and thoughtful man who will be greatly 
missed by many friends in Dulwich and beyond. 
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GRAPEVINE 

OLD HOMECARE: Help and advice on looking after distinguished 
old buildings - an important part of the upkeep of Dulwich - is 
available from the Building Conservation Trust based at Hampton 
Court Palace. The trust has a permanent exhibition on the care 
of buildings and aims to help people living in older houses 
to carry out "informed conservation" on them. Amenity societies 
can meet there, royal parks nurserymen will take groups of 
horticulturalists around their greenhouses and trips round the 
palace may also be arranged. Reg Collins, chairman of planning 
and transport, is investigating a trip there by that committee. 
Others interested should contact John Gandy on 943 2277. 

**** 
MARILYN'S ANIMATED ALPHABET: This was the title of a work shown 
at the London Film Festival in 1977. The Marilyn in question is 
Marilyn Butcher (married name Mathew), now living and working in 
Dulwich, who will be familiar to many residents and members 
through her posters for the flower festival at St Barnabas and in 
the local Natural Childbirth Trust magazine, of which she is 
editor. Marilyn, who trained in graphics at the Central School 
of Art and Design, worked for five years as a designer and illustrator 
in educational television before leaving to have children - Oscar, 
aged four, and Ella, two. Now freelancing, her work includes 
magazine and book illustrations, as well as etchings, posters and 
paintwork: her subjects have ranged from food, fashion and 
flowers to reading books. And, of course, the illustration in 
this newsletter - Behind the Church - is her work. Tel: 693 2009. 

**** 
HOME HAKE AND HERRING: A new local service delivers fresh fish 
to order to your door. Ray Gibbon and John Fitzpatrick buy the 
fish fro~ Billingsgate on the morning of delivery. They can get 
just about any sort of fish in any quantity. Kipper, smoked 
fish and shellfish are also available. The fish costs the same 
as fish from a fishmonger: the difference is in the freshness. 
The service began this summer. Tel: 274 5879. 

**** 
HELP IN BEREAVEMENT: After a relative or a close friend has died 
many people suffer a great sense of loss and find it difficult to 
come to terms with it. A small group of bereavement counsellors 
has been working locally for two years and would like to extend 
their work; they hope to start a course for prospective counsellors 
soon. If you are interested, telephone Joan Kenshole on 733 6967. 

**** 

EATING OUT: Reports, recommendations and general ruminations on 
restaurants and eating places in the Dulwich area would provide 
a useful service to fellow residents and members of the society. 
A few words from.you might just make somebody else's evening, 
or prevent it from breakage: For this and any other submissions 
to Grapevine, please contact the editor, David Lord, at 
27 Woodwarde Road, SE22 SUN. 
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GRAPEVINE 

HORNIMAN WILDLIFE: The Dulwich and District group of the 
World Wildlife Fund has organised an autumn pro.gramme of talks 
at the Horniman Museum. On Saturday 4 October at 3.30pm, as 
part of the museum's normal lecture programme, Ruth Day will 
give a brief talk on the WWF planet protection campaign. This 
will be followed by the film Selva Verde about life in the Central 
American rainforest. Rainforests are probably the richest 
habitats on earth. They are also very fragile and being rapidly 
destroyed. On 22 October at 7.30?m, Ken Willmott, an entomologist 
who has been working for the WWF on the conservation of British 
butterflies, will describe some of his research. One of Ken's 
butterfly sites is Bookham Common. And on 24 November at 7.30pm, 
Glynis Williams and Rosa Davis of the Dulwich Society will speak 
on Dulwich ponds, the results of a survey they carried out on 
garden ponds in the area. 

This talk was originally given to the Dulwich Society in 
May. Garden ponds are increasingly important for the survival 
of the smaller pond creatures (such as dragonfly larvae), and 
especially for our native amphibians, frogs, toads and newts. 
A great variety of ponds have already been constructed and 
they are very important for conservation when so many farm 
ponds have been filled in and wetlands drained. 

All lectures are illustrated by slides. Admission to the 
evening sessions is 30p for Dulwich group members and £1 for 
non-members, including refreshments. (lOp for children). There 
will be further lectures or films in March, April and May 1987. 
The group organiser is Ruth Day, of 18 Zenoria Street, East 
Dulwich, SE22 BHP. Tel: 01 693 4259. 

**** 
FIRE CHOIR: The Crystal Palace ~oundation, in conjunction with 
St Bartholomew's Orchestra from Streatham and some 200 or more 
singers from local choirs, will be celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the fire which destroyed the palace with a concert of popular 
choral and orchestral works on Saturday 29 November at 
Virgo Fidelis Church, Central Hill, Upper Norwood, SE19. Audience 
capacity may be limited, so it will probably be necessary to 
obtain tickets in advance. There will be a special souvenir 
programme. Contact Dulwich Society member Jill Dudman, 
119 Broxholm Road, SE 27, 670 5456. 

**** 
CHURCH'S BEECH: Does anyone know where Beech House, mentioned 
in Richard Church's novel, Over the Bridge, used to be? Local 
historians would very much like to find out. 
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