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THE DULWICH SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
The Dulwich Society Newsletter appears quarterly, in March, June, September and 
December. The deadline for each issue is the 1st of the previous month, so the deadline 
for the next issue is 1st November. Contributions of any so1i are very welcome, for 
consideration by the Editor, either typewritten or on disc (Microsoft Word format). 
Articles with illustrations (or ideas for illustrations) are particularly welcome. 
Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Nicholas Reed, c/o 63 Dulwich Village, 
SE21 7BJ (Tel: 020 8659 5776). Would potential contributors please give their 
telephone number as well as their address. 

Registered under the Charities Act 1960 - Reg. No. 234192 
Registered with the Civic Trust 
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INDEPENDENT DISPENSING OPTICIANS 
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION 

OAKLEY French Connection DONNA KARAN FaCE 
a FaCE Agnes B DOLCE & GABBANA CHANEL 

nautica FLEXON Paul Smith DKNY bolle 
AIR TITANIUM Karen Millen 

SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES 
CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING 

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230 
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W1G 9TW Tel: 020 7935 2124 www.rogerpope.co.uk 

:VILA 
,"i; 

LO(' KSM !HIS MUL·l-LOCK'' 

OPENING LOCKS CHANGING LOCKS 
SECURITY GRILLS KEY CUTTING 

ASSA, BANHAM, MULTILOCK 

Locksmiths for Council, 
Ministry and the Police 

11 7 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, London SE22 8HF 
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Having worked in the Crystal Palace area as a minicab driver for some years, I 
became increasingly concerned with the general decline in standards of minicab 
companies in and around the area. I used to own and run a minicab company in the 
past. Numerous customers and drivers have urged me to start up business again 
and this I have done with the establishment of Queens Cars, based at The Quality 
Hotel in Church Road. Queens Cars is a 24 hours controlled minicab firm and, as 
in the past, priority is given to all journeys that have been pre-booked. Our aim is 
to provide clients with the best service available. I look forward to serving local 
residents and invite you to contact me, Les Case, for a quality minicab service at: 

N 
122 Church Road,Upper Norwood, London SE19 2UG 

TELEPHONE: (020) 8771 9889 or (020) 8771 7300 

Jeffries C any 
Chartered Accountants 

18 Melbourne Grove 
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA 

Tel: (020) 8693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326 

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966 

Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses 

General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT 

Registered to carry out audit work and regulated for a range of investment 
activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 

- 4 -

Sunday I st Dec 
2.30pm 

Friday 6th Dec 
7.00pm 

Saturday 7th Dec 
7.45pm 

Thursday 12th Dec 
8.00pm 

Saturday 14th Dec 
7.30pm 

DECEMBER 2002 
General Tour West Nmwood Cemetery. Meet at the main 
gate of the cemetery. 

Christmas Concert in Christ's Chapel. (Friends of 
Dulwich Picture Gallery) 

Dulwich Symphony Orchestra Concert at St Barnabas 
Church. Liszt tone poem Orpheus, Grieg piano concerto 
in A minor, Rimsky-Korsakov Scheherezade. Conductor 
Julian Williamson, Leader Paula Tysall. 

Christmas Frost Fairs on the Thames. Lecture on 
paintings of Frost Fairs through the Centuries by 
Nicholas Reed: art historian and local historian.* 

The South London Chorus (formerly Dulwich Choral 
Society) will be singing Handel's Messiah at St. 
Barnabas Church, Dulwich. Come and start your 
Christmas celebrations in style! Tickets available from 
The Art Stationers, Dulwich Music Shop or by ringing 
0207 274 6388. 

Sunday 15th Dec Farmer's Market at Dulwech College (9.30am-2pm) 

Wednesday 18th Dec Arthur Rackham Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture 
to March 2nd 2003 

Monday 30th Dec 
3.00pm 

Monday 30th Dec 

Gallery. Arthur Rackham illustrated the classics of 
English and European literature: Hans Christian 
Anderson and Grimm's Fairy Tales; A Midsummer 
Night's Dream and Peter Pan - his goblins and fairies 
enchant and disturb. 

Opera Workshop for Young People in the Linbury 
Room, Dulwich Picture Gallery. (Friends of Dulwich 
Picture Gallery) 

Opera Workshop for young people aged 8-14. Hansel 
and Gretel. Workshop 3.00-4.30pm, Tea 4.30-5.30pm, 
Performance 6.00- 7 .OOpm. £ 10 per child £2 to view 
performance. 
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Thursday 9th Jan 
8.00pm 

Sunday 2nd Feb 
4.00pm 

JANUARY 2003 
Eating Restoration Glue to Stay Alive. Lecture on the 
history o( the Hermitage by Rosalind Gray: Doctorate in 
Russian painting, who has worked on exhibitions of 
Tretyakov in Moscow.* 

FEBRUARY 2003 
Housing and schools in Dulwich and Herne Hill between 
the wars and just after. Lecture by Ian Mcinnes followed 
by afternoon tea. (Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery) 
Tickets from Ingrid Beasley Tel: 0208 693 6060. 

Wednesday 5th Feb Dulwich Society Cycling Sub Group open meeting at 
8.00pm 8 Gilkes Crescent, SE21 7BS. All welcome. (See 

Traffic and Transport feature on page 17) 
Thursday 13th Feb 
8.00pm 

20th, 21st & 22nd Feb 
8.00pm 

Friday 7th March 
8.00pm 

English and American Silver 18th-20th centuries. Lecture 
by Rachel Layton Elwes: Visiting curator of the Gilbert 
Collection, Somerset House.* 

The Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov. A Dulwich Players 
production directed by Brian Burch & to be performed 'In 
The Round' at The Edward Alleyn Theatre, Dulwich 
College. Enquiries Brian Burch Telephone 020 8464 414 7. 

MARCH 2003 
Violin and piano recital by Katharine Gowers, violin, 
(winner of the Parkhouse Award 1998) and Ana Maria 
Vera, piano. (Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery) 

Thursday 13th March Gauguin & the Centenary of his Death. Lecture by Graham 
8.00pm Lawrence: Historical researcher on listed buildings, who 

has studied at Cambridge, Oxford and Edinburgh.* 

Thursday 27th March Organic Gardening at Abbey Cottage, Itch en Abbas. A 
7.30pm for 8.00pm free lecture by Colonel Patrick Daniell at St. Barnabas 

Centre, Calton Avenue, SE21. Arranged by the Dulwich 
Society Garden Group. 

*DPFAS, - Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society, monthly lectures 
usually illustrated with slides are held on the second Thursday of each 
month at 8 p.m. at James Allen's Girls' School, (JAGS), East Dulwich 
Grove, S.E.21., unless otherwise stated. Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m., 
visitors £4. 00, students 50p. 
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MILK TRUCK SMASH IN DULWICH VILLAGE 
Dramatic scenes when an Express Dairy milk truck collided with the corner 
pillar of the Po~t Office in Dulwich Village. The Village was closed to traffic 
throughout the morning of 1st November 2002. 

Photographs courtesy of Jean Howell 
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'Broctwe[{ JZlrt Services 
Established 1979 

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING 

Contact James Davidson 
232-234 Railton Road, Heme Hill, London SE24 OJT 

Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046 

"' London .. ltd 
N LAN 

AGS is truly a must for those seeking high quality 
gifts and accessories from top European designers. 

Specialising in luxury gifts for men and women, they have 
designer handbags, accessories, costume jewellery, small 
leather goods, scarves and travel/business cases. They also 
have a range of exclusive and unique gifts and toys for kids of 
all ages. Jags is an ideal destination for that special 
something for that special someone. 
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Storm 
The high winds on Sunday, 27th October, brought down a 
large tree in the centre of the village. It fell across the railings 
to the front of the cemetery. 

Dulwich Society Web site 
The Dulwich Society web site has changed to 
www.dulwichsociety.org.uk. It is fairly basic at the moment 
but we hope to build it up over the next few months to 
include all the events listed in the magazine, some recent 
copy, and a1iicles on local history and other subjects of local 
interest. 
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The fallen 
horse 

chestnut tree 
in Dulwich 

Village 
27th Oct 2002. 

(Photograph 
courtesy of 

Stella Benwell) 

THE 
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Ferrings and Tollgate Drive 
Success! After representations from residents, backed up by the Society, the 
Dulwich Estate have confirmed\ that they will be refurbishing the pavements in 
Ferrings and Tollgate Drive by replacing broken paving stones with matching 
new ones, rather than stripping out all the paving and relaying the pavements 
with rec! tarmac. 

Dulwich College Swimming Pool 
Construction of the new pool appears to be substantially complete, at least from 
the outside. Let us hope that the apocryphal story about the old pool, that the 
contractor put the 'plug' in the shallow end, has not been repeated. 

Sports Grounds 
Residents at the top end of Burbage Road are concerned that the two sports 
grounds in Gallery Road nearest the junction with Burbage Road are unused 
and boarded up. We understand that both Lloyds Register and the Streatham 
Cricket Club are not renewing their leases. The Society is seeking clarification 
from the Dulwich Estate as to the likely future of these sites. 

Dulwich College Statue 
Several members of Dulwich's 'Great and Good' were recently invited to 
attend the opening ceremony for a new statue in the grounds of the College. A 
few days before the event they were advised that it had been cancelled. 

We understand that there may have been 'technical' problems over the statue's 
fixing and/or stability and it will not now be going ahead. 

Pond Cottages 
After some delay the Dulwich Estate have now put the remaining empty houses 
in Pond Cottages up for sale. They come with planning permission for 
extensions and range in price from £500,000 to £1,000,000. 

Paxton Green Doctors Surgery 
The extensive building work to the surgery is now finished and has nearly 
doub'!ed its size. The new extension provides additional consulting rooms, an 
enhanced waiting area, and better, more flexible, facilities for nurses and 
ancillary staff. Part of the first floor will be given over to areas for medical 
students as the practice is very actively involved in training. 
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The new Huf Haus houses in The Woodyard off Dulwich Village 
(Photograph courtesy of Ian Mcinnes) 

Woodyard 
The houses are now well advanced and opinions on the results are varied - they 
are certainly not for people who want total privacy. We also understand that 
Huf Haus, the German manufacturers of the house kits, were allowed to park 
their delivery lorries in Dulwich Park and that Wates have offered the Park a 
small financial contribution. 

John WyHe 
John Wylie, the General Manager and Secretary to the Dulwich Estate for the 
last seventeen years left his job on the 30th September. The Board of the 
Dulwich Estate is unde1iaking a restructuring of their reporting, administration 
and management procedures and have appointed an acting Chief Executive to 
manage the Estate in the transition period. He is John Major, formerly the 
Estate;s chief accountant. The Chairman wrote a personal note to John Wylie 
wishing him well for the future. 
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Kingswood School 
Work has now started on the £ 1 Om major refurbishment which will provide 
substantial new facilities and a cover over the central courtyard with a 
transparent PFTE membrane roof. The latter provides all the benefits of a glass 
roof but with minimal weight and reduced cost. 

Shops and Restaurants 
Despite rumours of a shoe retailer taking the old electrical shop, there is still no 
movement on the empty shops in Dulwich Village. It is different in Herne Hill 
(or is it Herne Hill Village?) where we welcome the new handbag shop, 'Jags'. 
There is also a new restaurant around the corner facing Brockwell Park called 
Chapters, adding even further to Herne Hill's growing culinary ambience. 

Edward Alleyn Statue 
The proposed statue of Edward Alleyn has been mentioned in previous 
newsletters. It is hoped that the location can be agreed very soon and that fund 
raising can begin, with the aim to have the dedication in 2005, exactly 500 
years after Alleyn first purchased his estate in the area. The current thinking is 
that the Society would hold an open competition, with the designs exhibited in 
the Picture Gallery for residents to vote on the winner. There has been much 
debate on the form the statue should take, some arguing for the traditional 
figure of Alleyn dressed as the 'Lord of the Manor' while others feel he should 
be shown in one of his famous acting roles. What do members think? 

Herne Hill Cycle Track 
Late in September Southwark Council's consultants appointed to review the 
future of the cycle track produced a questionnaire which was circulated to 
interested parties and local residents. Despite input from the Burbage Road 
Residents' Association, the actual questions remained somewhat one sided, 
being largely aimed at cyclist users rather than residents. It had the appearance 
of a survey to confirm a result that had already been predetermined. 

We understand that there was a response in the order of 30% and that most 
residents commented on the level of noise generated by the PA system but were 
not averse to cycling being retained, albeit at a similar level to the current use. 

The Burbage Residents' Association were then informed at 8pm on the 24th 
October that architects were being interviewed the next morning with the 
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intention of preparing a scheme for an outline planning application in 
November. The aim was to make an application to the Lottery Fund in January. 

This is clearly an unacceptable time scale and Southwark seem to he trying to 
railroad their preferred scheme through with no regard to the residents whose 
environment could be adversely affected by any increase in activity at the track. 
When this article went to press, a further meeting was being arranged for early 
in November at which it was hoped that common sense would prevail. 

The Society will object to any planning application until reasonable 
consultation has taken place with residents. There should be a public meeting 
for Southwark to explain exactly what they have in mind .. 

There is widespread concern over the future of the track and Southwark must 
make sure that all interests are adequately represented if there is going to be 
any chance of an acceptable outcome. 

All Saints Church 
Planning and listed building 
applications have been submitted to 
Lambeth Council to reinstate and 
extend the church which was heavily 
damaged by fire in the summer of 
2000. The proposals by architect 
Thomas Ford & Partners, are 
welcome as they mean that not only 
will the church itself be restored but 
additional community facilities will 
be added. The church, listed Grade I, 
is one of the few remaining examples 
of the work of George Fellowes 
Prynne and was originally built in 
1888-91. 

The damage caused by the fire was 
extensive including total loss of all 
the roofs, all internal fittings and 
fixtures, stained and plain glass, the 
tracery within the Chancel arch and 
most of the skin to the internal 
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All Saints Church in 2002 



polychrome brickwork and stonework. Secondary damage is likely to lead to 
the loss of the nave floor and finishes as well as the marble floor and mosaics 
in the Chancel, Lady Chapel and Sanctuary. The carved statuary was also 
seriously affected. ' 

Don Freshwater 
We are very sad to report that Don Freshwater died on Friday 1 November. He 
was 78. There was a memorial service at Dulwich College chapel on 12 . 
November. We convey our sympathy especially to his wife Pam and to their 
daughter Nicola. 

In our next Newsletter we shall convey our appreciation for all Don's 
contribution to the Dulwich Society over many years. 

Barney Maguire 
A presentation was made to Barney Maguire, on his departure from the Crown 
and Greyhound this summer. He had been Manager there for many years. It 
was an illuminated address presented by Brian Green (left) on behalf of the 
Dulwich Society, the Dulwich Village Business Association (of which Barney 
was Chairman), the Parish of St Barnabas, and numerous individuals. 

The Address and the accompanying cheque were in recognition of Barney's 
and Sandra's great support for the community through their initiatives such as 
youth work, support of local clubs and groups, Christmas lights in the Village, 
and their enthusiasm in contributing towards the character of the Village. 
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by Ian Mcinnes 

Hunts Slip Road 

Dulwich College have put forward proposals to instal a 
pedestrian crossing across Hunts Slip Road next to the main 
vehicle entrance to the Junior School. The works include a 
large area of anti-skid surface either side of the crossing, 
bollards, railings and floodlights. Clearly there can be no 
objection to improving road safety for pedestrians but the 
Society has raised concerns over the need for floodlighting, 
the potential colour of the anti-skid surface, and the 
appearance of the railings - the style of railings recently 
installed in the centre of the village would be more 
appropriate than the ones currently proposed. 

Crown and Greyhound 
Southwark Conservation officers had to write to the owners 
reminding them of its listed building status and the 
importance of retaining the panelling and benches in their 
original condition. They had been checking the specifications 
and these implied that the panelling was going to be painted. 
By the time this magazine is published the pub will have 
reopened and regulars should be experiencing the new look. 

Floodlights 
Despite opposition from residents who overlook the sports 
ground, Southwark granted planning consent for the revised 
floodlighting proposals on the tennis courts at the Dulwich 
Sports Club which backs on to Turney and Burbage Roads. 
The application is currently with the Estates Governors and 
the hope is that they will turn it down. 
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1 Fountain Drive 
Southwark Council have refused the Dulwich Estate's planning application to 
develop two houses in the garden of Hillside House, originally designed by 
Charles Barry Junior. We understand that their objection was on design 
grounds and that they share the Society's view that some building could be 
possible, but the design needs to be of the highest architectural standard and 
carefully integrated with the wooded site. 

New Houses in Dulwich 
Southwark Council have approved proposals for three new houses in Dulwich, 
all on College Road at Numbers 9 and 37. The applications are now with the 
Dulwich Estate for their approval. 

Highwood Barracks 
An application has now been made to the Dulwich Estate for a new smaller TA 
centre. We await a further detailed application for a residential development on 
the main part of the site. 

Mobile phone masts 
The Society has objected to a proposal for mounting mobile phone aerials on 
the roof of the Half Moon in Herne Hill. There have been several similar 
applications in the area recently, the most notable being the one next to the Old 
Grammar School in the centre of the Village. It was turned down by Southwark 
Council very quickly. 

i·l I 

,~ Tel: 020 .. 8777 -9713 
a.. If Reg~lar monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your 

- requirements. 
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team ofladies are here to dust your blues away 
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 • 367 • 857 
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TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 
by Alastair Hanton 

Several changes are being made to the Dulwich street 
environment. 

Village Crossroads 
The changes at the crossroads in the Village are taking a long 
time to implement. This is largely due to a backlog of work 
by the London-wide Traffic Signals Unit, who are busy 
preparing for the central London Congestion Charging 
scheme next year. Once completed the Dulwich Village 
crossroads should be much safer for school pupils and other 
pedestrians. The scheme has also included renewal of about a 
hundred of the white posts and chains in the vicinity. 

North Dulwich Railway Station 
The scheme at North Dulwich rail station is also nearing 
completion. The frontage is much improved, with restoration 
of railings and other features to their original design. This 
restoration has been funded by the Railway Preservation 
Trust, and the whole scheme has drawn funds from Railtrack, 
Seltrans, Southwark and ourselves. 

Alleyn Park North 
Further south, central islands in Alleyn Park north have been 
installed to slow traffic and provide safer crossing for 
Dulwich College pupils. The island under the bridge is well 
used for this latter purpose, especially on wet days. A snag is 
that, without rain to wash the bollards, they will get dirty. 

P4 Bus Stop 
Through the Village, the stops for the P4 bus are being made 
to comply with legislation to enable disabled people to get 
onto and off the buses. This requires a kerb for the 'kneeling' 
buses to stop alongside. The shelters at the stops will be of a 
Heritage design, and not carry advertising. 
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Fountain Drive 
Many of our members who live in College Road and Fountain Drive are 
concerned about road safety in these roads. Vehicles, especially motor cycles, 
go very fast. We are discussing this with the Police and Councillors and hope 
that safety measures can be introduced. 

Controlling Parking 
By the time you read this, the Council will have disclosed their proposals for 
Controlled Parking in the Herne Hill/North Dulwich area. The prospect of a 
CPZ scheme has generated some strong feelings, for and against. 

Cycling 
Finally, cycling: more and more people are recognising the health and 
environmental benefits of cycling, and increasing numbers of our members are 
cycling from Dulwich to work in central London and elsewhere. The Society's 
Traffic and Transport Committee decided at its last meeting to form a sub
group to consider improvements for cyclists in the area. A first meeting of this 
cycling subgroup will be held at 8pm on Wednesday 5th February 2003 at 
8 Gilkes Crescent, SE21 7BS (Telephone: 020-8693 2618), This will he an 
open meeting and everyone interested will be very welcome. 

If you have any concerns over traffic or transport in the Dulwich area, do tell 
the Chair of our Traffic and Transport Committee, Alastair Hanton, Telephone: 
020-8693 2618; e-mail: alastair@dulwich.co.uk. 

97 ROSENDALE ROAD, DULWICH SE21 8EZ 

TEL; 020 8761 0018 

All HRISTMAS 

FREE RANGE BRONZE TURKEYS 
VENISON & GAME 

FREE RANGE FARM FRESH TURKEYS 
FRESH GEESE FRESH DUCKS 

GAMMONS HAMS 

AND LOTS MORE 
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AND FINE 
by 

Marshall Field ])])FAS Chairman 

This society arranges ten evening lectures each year on a wide 
variety of subjects related to the arts, each given by a 
competent and experienced lecturer. The lectures are held in 
the sixth form lecture theatre at James Allen's Girls' School 
at 8.00 pm (coffee is served from 7.30) on the second 
Thursday of each month. There is ample parking. Other 
events, such as Visits and Study Days are also arranged. 

The lectures arranged for the current year are shown in the 
What's On section of this Newsletter - in the first months of 
2003, they include two on painting (Gauguin and French 
Impressionism on the Seine), three related to different 
historical aspects (the history of the Hermitage Collection, the 
impact of the Hitler Emigres and the story of Priam's Gold) 
and one on English and American Silver. 

Unlike most other societies affiliated to NADFAS, the 
DDF AS has some vacancies for new members and there is 
currently no waiting list. Enquiries should be made by 
telephone on 020 8670 5895. 

DUL WICH VILLAGE 

Sue Smith would like to set up a book group to meet monthly 
during the day. Members would choose a book - classic or 
contemporary - to discuss in an informal setting. 

If you are interested please contact Sue on 8299 0420 so as to 
arrange the first session in January 2003. 
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W.UDEN· & SONS LTD 

DULWICH 
CAMBERWELL 
FOREST HILL 
NEW CROSS 
SIOCUP 
PETISWOOD 
BIGGIN HILL 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

EST. 1881 

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ 
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SES 7EN 
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS 
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ 
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS 
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR51DF 
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENT TN16 3BB 

7 /10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE 

Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 
BUSINESS ADVISERS 

020 8693 1526 
020 7703 3212 
020 8693 4160 
020 7639 0252 
020 8300 2002 
(01689) 822291 
(01959) 573130 

We also provide a full range of taxation services 
and specialise in strategic business development 

Local Partner, Anup Dalal 

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330 
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WHO WAS WHO 

IN DUL WICH: 

100 NOTABLE 

PEOPLE 
The Dulwich Society's latest 
publication was launched in 
November and is now 
available from The Art 
Stationers, 31 Dulwich 
Village, SE21 (Telephone 
020 8693 5938). 

Members who produce the 
voucher printed below can 
obtain a copy at the 
discounted price of £4.95 
instead of £6.95. 

WtIO 
W'('l&i W'HO 

IN 

The booklet is 60 pages long with over 40 illustrations. Those featured range in 
date from the 10th century land-holders, Aelfeah and Aelfswith, to Sir Colin 
Cole, Garter King of Arms, who died in 2001. Samuel Matthews, the Dulwich 
Hermit who was murdered in Dulwich Woods, gains a place with the wealthy 
Sir Henry Bessemer, who invented the revolutionary steel-making process 
which bears his name. 

THE DUL WICH SOCIETY 
The Art Stationers, 31 Dulwich Village, SE21 

This voucher allows the holder to 
a special members' discount of £2 
on the purchase price of £6.95 for 
WHO WAS WHO IN DUL WICH 
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by Yvonne Levy 

After the great success of the Millennium street party held by 
the Stradella and Springfield Residents Association, we were 
on the look-out for an oppotiunity to do it again, only bigger 
and better! Accordingly, we planned a Jubilee event which 
we held, not on the appointed Jubilee weekend, but on June 
16th when we thought more families would be around. 

Street closure was easily agreed because of the Jubilee 
connection and, thanks to Southwark's policy for the 
occasion, free of charge. A total of nearly 150 households 
were canvassed for volunteers to plan the event and to help 
on the day, and, not least, to buy tickets in advance. We 
charged £ 15 per adult and £5 for children over three, with a 
suggestion that anyone finding those prices onerous could 
make a voluntary contribution in lieu. 

We set up various subcommittees to plan catering, children's 
entertainment, decorations, communications, entertainment 
for adults, music and dancing. This system worked extremely 
well because of the energy, talents and commitment of those 
involved. One estimate was that 100 individuals contributed 
their time and energy to making the day a success. More than 
500 adults and children enjoyed the day. 

We kicked off with a children's fancy dress competition. 
Music was provided all day via a sound system and a brilliant 
jazz band. There were many and various stalls, games and 
competitions. There was a wonderful buffet lunch, 
strawberries and cream in the afternoon and a sit down 
children's tea party. Dogs had their moment in their own 
show with rosettes and certificates. 
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A huge young to 
residents and to the whole street party. The grand finale to the day was a 
spirited barn dance which involved (at least) three generations of residents and 
visitors. 

There were many positive outcomes from the party. New residents met and 
bonded with 'older' neighbours, children enjoyed the oppotiunity to run, play 
and cycle in the street, and, because of people's generosity, we were able to 
make contributions to several local charities. 

Will we do it again? Almost cetiainly, but not for a while, and when we do we 
hope that a completely new generation of activists will take over and some of 
us 'oldies' can sit back and enjoy the day. In the meantime, we have an indoor 
barn dance planned for the winter, and there is always our annual picnic to plan 
for next September. 

And in Burbage Road: 

The Village end of Burbage Road Jubilee street party 

3rd June 2002 
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Only God is 
Perfect by the 

Dulwich 
Quilters 

THE 
DULWICH 
SOCIETY 

DULWICH 

QUILTERS 
by Jill Alexander 

The Dulwich Quilters held 
another of their very 
successful biennial 
exhibitions at the Old 
Library, Dulwich College in 
October. We were delighted 
that over 420 visitors came 
to see the work on display 
which ranged from wal I 
hangings through cot quilts 
to a 10 foot square bed 
quilt. 

There are twenty three 
members in the Group, five 
of whom are original 
members from 1985 when 
Adele Corcoran suggested 
we staiied meeting together 
instead of working on our 

own. The variety of techniques used reflects not only 
members different interests but also their nationality. 
Currently Brazil, Canada, Pakistan, Spain and USA are 
represented but over the past years we have also had members 
from Germany, Holland and Norway. 

This year there were 3 group quilts: one in the style of a 
kimono, one in the style of a kelim called 'Only God is 
Perfect' (see photo) and one group challenge, set by Sue 
Merifield. This last created a great deal of interest amongst 
the visitors and a great deal of soul searching amongst its 
makers! 
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The Challenge, A 
Slice of Life' was to make a 
wall hanging using only 
black, white and grey 
material, not more than 8 
inches wide and at least 36 
inches long. 

It took much thought and 
many ideas were mulled over 
during the year (some of us 
said we couldn't do it) but 
twenty-three hangings were 
duly -submitted, the last on 
the day the Exhibition was set 
up. 

A house with two people 
watching a soap opera on the 
TV, a ski scene, one person's 
birth, wedding and death 
certificates, a geological time 
chart and a street scene in Sao 
Paulo were some of the 
subjects. 

The Challenge was such a 
success that a booklet is going 
to be written about it and it 
will be shown at a national 
quilt exhibitor next year. 

If you were not able to come 
this year remember to watch 
out for our next Exhibition in 
2004 - it will be worth a visit. 

Books for all the family 

Opening Hours 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 

9.00am-5.30pm 
SUNDAYS 

11.00am-5.00pm 

Late Night 

THURSDAY 

Open till 7.30pm 

The Bookshop 
1 d Calton A venue 

Dulwich Village 

London SE21 7DE 

Telephone: 020 8693 2808 

Fax: 020 8693 2752 
e-mail: hazel@bookshopdulwich.demon.co.uk 
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I 
by Greville Havenhand 

Dulwich has one of the most active and most respected wine 
tasting societies in the country - it even gets written about in 
French wine magazines. 

Founded in 1991, the Dulwich Wine Society grew out of a 
wine appreciation evening class held at Kingsdale School 
tutored by College Master (now clergyman) Neil Fairlamb. 

When the Education Authority withdrew funding the 
members decided to form a wine tasting society, but they kept 
to their familiar pattern, meeting about 39 times a year in 
roughly the academic terms. 

Based at 'The Crown and Greyhound' the society meets on 
Wednesday evenings, with an average attendance of more 
than thirty. 

Its tutored tastings are given by a variety of speakers, ranging 
from Masters of Wine such as Jasper Morris, Jane Hunt and 
Derek Smedley (to name just a few) to writers like John 
Radford and Tim Atkin. 

The wine trade is also well represented with the major chains 
and leading independents presenting themed tastings from 

their lists. 

Recent tastings have included an evening with Javier Hidaigu 
(the distinguished head of Vinicola Hidalgo in Jerez), a 
tasting of the wines of Western Australia and a presentation 
of the new wave of wines at Marks and Spencer. 
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There are regular contributions from members which are 
usually extremely rewarding. A recent one was a tasting 
of premium claret from the cellar of one of the members. 

The membership is eclectic. There are novice tasters as 
well as a good sprinkling of people with the Wine and 
Spirits Education Trust Diploma and more, but there is 
always a relaxed atmosphere. 

Led by the founding chairman, Ian Reynolds, the society 
has built up a considerable reputation in wine tasting 
circles - with some members regularly giving tastings to 
other societies, judging in the International Wine 
Challenge and acting as wine consultants, but novices 
seem to be equally at home. There is a 
complete lack of pretentious wine-speak and 
'Jillyisms'. 

After a number of visits to English vineyards 
the Society decided it wanted to spread its 
wings and starting in 1999, 
eschewing the commercial wine 
tour operators, it now organises its 
own highly successful tours of 
wine areas, such as Champagne, 
the Cote d'Or, the Loire and 
Alsace. 

Because space is at a 
premium the Society has 
a waiting list but people 
may contact Ian Reynolds 
on 020 8699 4742 if they 
are interested. 

The society has its own 
website: www.dulwich
wine-society.co.uk 
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COLIN NIVEN 

M ALLEYN 
Dr. Colin Niven retired this autumn after ten years as 
Headmaster of Alleyns. His tenure has seen the school's 
reputation grow steadily as an example of what good co

education can achieve. 

He would instinctively give the credit for this to his staff and 
pupils, but personal relationships tend to be self-reinforcing 
and his leadership must take its fair measure of responsibility 
for the quality of the school's performance. 

Only part of this is measured by the complimentary 
inspectors' reports and recent examination results, which 
compare favourably in the competitive league set by a high 
concentration of good schools in Dulwich. 

Alleyns has also become known for the warmth of its 
educational environment and for high cultural standards 
achieved pa1iicularly in music and drama. Not surprisingly, at 
open days this year the number of parents looking at 
prospects for their children's entry to Alleyns seems to have 

doubled. 

The Dulwich Society greatly appreciates the support which 
Colin, who now also retires as a Vice-President of this 
Society, has always given us. He has remained an enthusiast 
for the local community since he and his brothers were at 
Dulwich College, and we are delighted that he will continue 

to live here. 

The new Headmaster of Alleyns is Colin Diggory who arrives 
from Latimer Upper School. He is the successor whom Colin 
Niven hoped for and there will he a warm welcome from us 
too, for another Colin prepared to assume the considerable 
challenge of emulating his predecessor. 
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REVIEW 
by Ian Mcinnes 

FROST FAIRS ON THE 
FROZEN THAMES 

by Nicholas Reed 
Lilburne Press, £9.95 

Nicholas Reed is well known locally as 
a lecturer and author on lmpressionist 
painters. He has always been interested 
in frost fairs and his new book on the 
subject makes an entertaining story. 

He has collected a wide range of illustrations and puts 
forward very good reasons as to why the river no longer 
freezes over - it's not pollution as you might expect. Some of 
the paintings he has found are very evocative, although 
perhaps a touch unrealistic in their depiction of a bright white 
landscape! He also explains their detail and uses them to point 
out the other features of London at the time. 

My fav~urite ima~e is the printing presses on the ice printing 
souvenir engrav111gs with peoples' names. It shows that 
nothing m~ch changes and that they would probably have 
sold tee shirts had they had been available at the time. 

!he book :"'ould make a good Christmas present for anyone 
mterested 111 London and its history. 

Upon the ice they ventured too, 
And swings there were I do declare 

To take a ride up in the air 
And booths wherein you might regale 

And have a pint of beer or ale, 
And skittle playing I do declare 

Upon the Thames they call Frost Fair. 
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94 PARK HALL ROAD, 
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW 

ESTATE AGENTS 
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Aimocof~nttol 
Lotting Agent, 

020 8670 8000 
www.volkerandvolker.co.uk 

AllC~}rn 's 
Association 

SPORTS CLUB 
Alleyn's School · Dulw!ch . SEH llSlJ 

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in 
exclusive grounds with excellent 

modern sports facilities. 
The centre has a 25m. indoor 

heated swimming pool, sports hall, 
gym, two multi-purpose halls; 

tennis courts, cricket nets. 

Activities include: aerobics/step; 
badminton; scuba diving; table 

tennis; basketball; karate; 
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet & 

tap classes. 

AGA 
PLUMBING 
&HEATING 

• The complete plumbing & 
heating service 

• Boiler servicing 
• Drain clearance 
• Corgi registered 
• 7 day service 365 days a year 
• free estimates & heating 

design service 
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted 
• 24-hour emergency service 

020 82 9 3511 
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22 

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness. 
sessions 

During the Easter, Summer & 
Winter holidays Sports Experience 
day camps & courses are available 
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and 
experience various multi-activities 

and sports. 

Surrey League Competitive 
Badminton is played at the club. 
Spaces are available for male and 

female players 

Massage + physiotherapy also 
available 

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club -
Your know it's good for you! 

Alleyn's Sports Club.Townley Road, Dulwich 
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HERNE 
by Caroline Benwell 

If I thought about hedgehogs at all, it was always in a rural 
context. I imagined them snuffling through dark thickets on a 
Kentish hillside, foraging among beech-nuts in a moonlit 
copse, or just possibly lying squashed on B-roads. At the back 
of my mind was the incongruous image of Mrs Tiggywinkle 
wearing a flowery apron and hanging out her washing, I had 
no idea that London, or at least Herne Hill, was teeming with 
hedgehogs, but so it seems. 

It was my neighbours who told me about them. Chris and 
Patricia are night-owls. He works for a newspaper and comes 
home for a midnight supper. One night, hearing strange 
grunting noises in the garden, they crept out with a torch 
expecting to find a burglar having an inconvenient asthma 
attack. No - it was a particularly extrovert (and hungry) 
hedgehog. 

Chris and Patricia were hooked. Every night they waited up 
for their visitors, providing tasty snacks of best-quality cat
food, and spread the news around the houses: 'You just have 
to stay awake until two in the morning.' The theory was fine; 
in practice I somehow never managed to set the alarm. 

It wasn't until I met a small spiky bundle strolling along the 
side passage at nine o'clock one August evening that I 
realised hedgehog-watching could be a civilised pastime. And 
despite midnight feasts at number 25 the hedgehogs quickly 
realised the advantages of a good breakfast at number 27. 

Pootle became particularly tame. As dusk fell his eager little 
snout would peer out from behind the flowerpots, and if no 
food was immediately forthcoming he would trundle 
hopefully up and down the patio snacking on appetisers (the 

- 31 -

THE 
DULWICH 
SOCIETY 



odd beetle) while waiting for the main course. He would even come into the 
kitchen and take food from a spoon; a practice I discontinued after a fox cub 
had the same idea. 

I admit to mixed motives for encouraging Pootle and his family. Apart from 
their entertainment value (if you haven't watched a hedgehog mating dance, a 
sort of circular, slow-motion conga accompanied by rhythmic snorting, you 
haven't lived), all the gardening books will tell you that they eat slugs and 
snails. Well, not very often, or at least not enough. In order to keep them lean, 
mean and hungry, the portions I provided were nouvelle cuisine rather than 
works canteen. Honestly, they only got second helpings when performing for 
visitors. 

So I was delighted one damp night in September to see that the cat-food was 
covered with small black slugs, just like an anchovy garnish. I looked forward 
to watching the whole lot disappear. To my amazement, Poot\e's little pink 
tongue came out and, like a small child avoiding unwanted peas camouflaged 
with mashed potato, he managed to eat every morsel of Felix without touching 
the slugs. I wondered whether they were the wrong kind. Next evening I chose 
a particularly large and juicy one, the orange sort that can eat all the buds off 
your purple pansies in five minutes, and put it in the dish. Pootle took one look, 
backed away in horror and bolted to the bottom of the garden. 

It was three years before I saw a hedgehog eat a slug. It was quite hard .work. 
He, pr she - let's say 'she' for a change as I've no idea - put her front foot on 
the slug. Victory, I thought, anticipating it would vanish in one gulp. But this 
slug was a worthy opponent. With a squelch, it popped out from underfoot and 
landed in a puddle. Around the flowerpots and the garden chairs there followed 
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an ex~raordinary struggle for survival. Every time the hedgehog stamped on the 
slug, 1t bounced out and away. Then, all of a sudden, it was gone and all that 
was left was a small strip of entrails: a very neat conjuring trick. I felt quite 
sorry for the slug. 

The hedgehogs lived, we assumed, in the abandoned builders' yard backing on 
to ~ur g.ardens. Thi~ had become a sort of wildlife theme park, with piles of 
rottmg timber, derelict portacabins, rustic hovels and even a burnt-out Mini all 
imaginatively underplanted with nettles, brambles and ivy. There the adult 
foxes lounged in the sun on the portacabin roof while their cubs played hide
and-seek, the magpies terrorised the local cats and the hedgehogs curled up in 
the wood-store and dreamt the days away in perfect safety. 

This artfully random display of urban junk, combined with its entertainment 
value, "'.ould cert~inly win a Gold at Chelsea. There was just one snag: it 
looked simply hornble from my bedroom window. 

Then came the letter from the developers we had all been anticipating. The 
slum that was the builders' yard was to be turned into luxury flats with 
landscaped garden. Any minute now giant diggers would move in, clear the site 
and excavate the whole to a depth of four feet. Not a hedgehog would survive. 
I panicked and sent an emergency order to the British Hedgehog Preservation 
Society (Life Membership a bargain at £35) for a hedgehog house. I admit to 
being a. little sceptical when I unpacked it and found a small corrugated plastic 
tent, with a vent at one end and a hole at the other, nothing like the elegantly 
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rustic chalets from smart catalogues. However, I followed the 
instructions and set it up against the back wall of the garden, well hidden under 
ivy, clematis and jasmin. That night the foxes dug it up and used it as a 

football. 
But I was a woman with a mission. Luckily Crystal Palace Camping had nine
inch tent pegs in stock. These, combined with bricks and logs plus assorted 
branches from the pre-compost heap, did the trick. The house stayed 
undisturbed through the winter, but as far as I knew unoccupied. I told myself 
that the hedgehogs had survived without my help for millions of years (I'm a 
bit vague about palaeontology) and could perfectly well shift for themselves on 

the railway embankment. 

Next spring, on a glorious sunny afternoon, my cousin and I were sitting on the 
patio watching the great-tits at the bird-feeder scoffing their favourite 
sunflowers hearts, when we heard a noise like a mini lawn-mower revving up. 
Or was it a DIY addict with a saw? Or perhaps a magpie in the sycamore? No. 
It was a hedgehog, snug in her plastic house, enjoying the new warmth of the 

sun on the roof and huffing with appreciation. 

All aspects of carpenhy including 

Fitted wardrobes 
Fitted bookcases/cabinets 

Fireplace sun·mmds 
Interior/exterior painting 

Decorating 
Plastering 

Tiling 
References available 

This has been a wonderful year. All 
summer long the hedgehogs have 
trundled back and forth from their 
purpose-built luxury home to the patio, 
first arriving for a snack at dusk and 
returning from time to time for a refill. 
They come in three sizes, Small, 
Medium and Large - how many of 
each is impossible to tell. Two have 
had to be rescued from a neighbour's 
pond. One fearless baby was found 
strolling along the pav~ment to inspect 
the wheeliebins. Encouraged by the 
long warm autumn they are still out 
and about and busy at the end of 
October, the latest I have ever seen 
them. I've covered their house with 
shredded cardboard insulation and 

mounds of ?ead leaves, and love to imagine them curled up inside, snoozing 
away the wmter. On the first day of spring l shall be listening at their door for 
the familiar huffing and puffing, and hoping for nocturnal visits. 

So why don't you buy some cat-food (avoid the fishy brands, and remember to 
provide a separate bowl of drinking water), put it outside the back door on a 
warm evening in April and try your luck. You may be surprised. 

(To join the British Hedgehog Preservation Society, contact them at Hedgehog 
House, Dhustone, Clee Hill, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 3PL, Telephone 01584 
890801) 

Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers 

Small enough to care, big enough fo deliver 
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 7335 

Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707 

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB 

In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors 
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'" El 

Wine and dine in the rnstaurn1nt or enjoy them at home. 
At Olley's, they are conscientious and have a desire to 

achieve excellence. Even a humble dish of Fish & Chips 
calls for the finest ingredients, fried together at the right 

temperature and always served with a smile. 
Remind yourself what award winning Fish & Chips 

really taste like. 
THI: f'AMOUS ® 

FISH EXPERIE!ilCE 

67-69 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA. 
Tel: 020 8671 Fax: 020 8671 5665 

www.olleysfishexperience.com 

- 36 -

E AGENTS 

Independent Dulwich Estate Agents since 1922. 
We continue to provide friendly expertise in 

Residential Sales and Lettings. 

Talk to Caroline, Sue or Charles about our free, no obligation 
valuations, complete with marketing packs. 

Visit our Internet site at: 
www.spencerkennedy.co. uk 

l c Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE2 l 7DE 
Telephone: 020 8693 7835 Facsimile: 020 8299 0642 

ernai I: spencerkennedy@spencerkennedy.co.uk 



HARVEY&WH1EElER 
EST1855 

27 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE21 7BN 

serious about the inte 

serious about selling 
your house 

email: sales@harveyw heeler. com 


