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Whatever pressures you deal with on a
daily basis, moving home can be one of
the most stressful.
And in our eight inter-linked branches
over South East London, our
experienced teams are here to make the
whole process as easy as possible, right
up until the day you move.
So, whether you're looking to buy or
sell, please contact us.
We'd be delighted to help you move.
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The Dulwich Society Newsletter appears quarterly, in March, June, September
and December. The deadline for each issue is the 1st of the previous month, so
the deadline for the next issue is 1st August. Contributions of any sort are very
welcome, for consideration by the Editor, either typewritten or on disc
(Microsoft Word format). Articles with illustrations (or ideas for illustrations)
are particularly welcome. Contributions should be sent to the Editor, Nicholas
Reed, c/o 63 Dulwich Village, SE21 7BJ (Tel: 020 8659 5776). Would
potential contributors please give their telephone number as well as their
address.

Kinleigh
Folkard & Hayward

Registered under the Charities Act 1960 - Reg. No. 234192
Registered. with the Civic Trust
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If you require specialist and sympathetic advice that
encourages conciliation rather than confrontation,
then we can help. We offer a free twenty minute initial
consultation and hold a legal aid franchise to
conduct family work

209 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, SE22 SHA

late appointments 6pm-8pm Wednesdays
www.lordshiplane.co.uk/business/cliffords
Tel. 0208 299 3784
Members of the Solicitors Fqmlly Law Association and the Law Society's Children Panel

INDEPENDENT DISPENSING OPTICJANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION

OAKLEY French Connection DONNA KARAN FaCE
a FaCE Agnes B DOLCE & GABBANA CHANEL
nautica FLEXON Paul Smith DKNY
bolle
AIR TITANIUM Karen Millen
SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES
CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING
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Patricia Reynolds, 15 Great Spilmans, SE22 8SZ
Chairman Garden Group
John Ward, 135 Burb~ge Road, SE21 7AF Tel: 020 7274 5172
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Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W1G 9TW Tel: 020 7935 2124 www.rogerpope.co.uk
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Website: www.dulwichsociety.co,uk
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JUNE

Where older people find care in housing

The Abbeyfield Lewisham Society Ltd.
Member of the national Abbeyfield Society, under the royal patronage of HRH The Prince of Wales KG, KT, GCB

Highfield House - 28 Sydenham Hill

Now to July 8th

This Abbeyfield Home which has. six elderly residents is looking for
someone to become a member of its House Committee.
Have you ever thought of giving some of your time to a worthwhile venture?
The Committee which meets every six weeks is responsible
for the smooth running, of the Home
and for arranging occasional outings and social events for the residents.
Why not ring us and come to the next meeting to see what is involved ?
Please phone James Dallaway for more information on 0208 761 8380

From 12 June to 20 July a second exhibition will feature
portraits celebrating local worthies and eminent people,
the great and the good, including such colourful
characters as the Dulwich Milkmaid and the Dulwich
Hermit. Same hours apply and both displays are free.

,r,

MUL·T·LOCK"

LOCKSMITIIS

OPENING LOCKS CHANGING LOCKS
SECURITY GRILLS
KEY CUTIING
ASSA, BANHAM, MULTILOCK

Established Locksmiths for Local Council,
Ministry of Defence and the Police
11 7 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, London SE22 8HF
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Celebration and Commemoration: Coronation & Jubilee.
A display in the gallery of the Carnegie Library, 188
Herne Hill Road during normal library hours, Monday 18, Wednesday 10-1, Friday 2.30-6, Saturday 2.30-5.
School visits can be arranged on other weekdays. This is
an exhibition of 32 lithographs on loan from the South
London Gallery depicting pageantry, pomp and plain fun
as people greeted the reign of Elizabeth II. Pub scenes,
street parties, music making, dancing, dog racing,
fireworks and Pearly Kings & Queens evoke the mood of
the time and give a glimpse of life 50 years ago. The
exhibition runs from 1 May to 8 July.

Now to July 14th

Today and Tomorrow. Exhibition at All Saints Church,
West Dulwich. Open Saturdays 4-8pm, Sundays 2-5pm,
Thursdays 4-8pm and by appointment. School parties are ·
welcome.

Now to 21st July

Alison Watt Exhibition at Dulwich Picture Gallery. Four
paintings by Alison Watt, one of Scotland's leading
contemporary artists and winner of the National Portrait
Gallery award, will be on display in the Linbury Room.
These large close-up studies of white drapery show an
influence of Ingres and an extraordinary technical
maste1y.
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Now to Aug 26th

Inspired by Italy: Dutch Landscape Painting 1600-1700.
Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery. Italy has
always attracted artists, and in the seventeenth century
Jan Both and Nicolas Berchem brought back from Italy
seductive visions of mountains, picturesque peasants and
golden light, to a flat and cloudy Holland that could not
get enough of them. They inspired Cuyp, Wynants,
Wouwermans and Weenix towards their own idyllic
interpretations of landscapes they had never seen.

Thursday June 13th DDF AS lecture on George Romney, Rival of Reynolds,
(8.00pm)
by D. Cross. Author of a new biography of Romney.

Thursday June 27th Dulwich Society Garden Group outing to Longs tock
Water Garden at Stockbridge, Hampshire. "The most
beautiful water garden in England". Followed by a visit
to Abbey Cottage, Itchen Abbas. Cost £25 includes
admissions, a light lunch and tea. Reservations - Ina
Pulleine, Tel: 020 8670 5477 after 11.00am.

Thursday July 11th
(8.00pm)

DDF AS lecture on London maps and panoramas from
the 16th century by G. Toms.

Saturday July 27th Jubilee Garden Party in the Grounds of Dulwich
College 6-8pm. Everyone likes a Party! To celebrate
(6-8.00pm)
the Queen's Jubilee, and for members of the Society
to meet informally, we are holding this Garden Party.
We hope many members will wish to join us, and
enclosed is an application form. We will have to
keep an eye on the numbers as, if it is wet, we will
hold the event in a marquee, which the Master of the
College has generously offered us the use of. There
will be no charge ..... and no speeches! Your
Committee looks forward to seeing you on 27th July.

AUGUST 2002
Sunday 4th August
(2.30pm)

General Tour West Norwood Cemetery.
Meet at the main gate of the cemetery.

'War & Peace in Dulwich 115 to 1992 AD' A Summer
Walk led by Brian Green. Meet at Dulwich &
Sydenham Hill Golf Club car park. A short walk
through the woods, College Road etc. It will include a
visit to see inside St. Stephen's Church.

Sunday 1st Sept

General Tour West Norwood Cemetery.

(2.30pm)

Meet at the main gate of the cemetery.

Sunday June 30th

In the Gallery Garden. Create your own replica of a well
known building in cake, biscuit, jelly ... or your own
creation. Jane Asher will judge entries. Entry fee: £4
adult, £2 chJldren. Further details from Ingrid Beazley
Tel: 020 8693 6060. (Friends of Dulwich Picture
Gallery)

Sept 11th to Dec 1st David Wilkie. Exhibition at the Dulwich Picture Gallery.
Sir David Wilkie (1785-1841) was the most successful
British narrative painter of the early nineteenth century, .
redefining popular painting of every day life. He was
born in Scotland, lived in London and enjoyed a
European reputation.

Sunday June 30th

Farmers' Market at Dulwich College (9.30am to 2pm)

Sunday 22nd Sept

Friday June 28th
(7.45pm)

JULY 2002
Sunday 7th July
(2.30pm)

General Tour West Norwood Cemetery.
Meet at the main gate of the cemetery.
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SEPTEMBER 2002

Farmers' Market at Dulwich College (9.30am to 2pm)

*DDFAS, - Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society, monthly lectures
usually illustrated with slides are held on the second Thursday of each month
at 8 p.m. at James Allen's Girls' School, (JAGS), East Dulwich Grove, S.E.21.,
unless otherwise stated. Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m., visitors £4.00, students
50p.
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A STATUE OF EDWARD ALLEYN?
by Patrick Spencer

celebrity flowers
t 020 8299 1555
46 forest hill road, london se22 Orr
opening times mon-sat 9.30-5.30
modern and exciting designs for all occasions.
let us take care of all your floral needs for birthdays,
weddings, funerals, or a hand tied bouquet to say thank you.
celebrity flowers is also happy to provide mig kimpton
for demonstrations and workshops t 020 8299 1555

K.A. Jeffries
Company
C artered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 SRA

Tel: (020) 8693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326
Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Registered to carry out audit work and regulated for a range of investment
activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
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'Our Founder and Benefactor, by whose benefit
this whole College of God's Gift is brought
up to Godliness and good learning'. Well,
perhaps not all would agree but we who
live in the area, or attended the
Foundation schools, owe much to Alleyn
and his successors for the Charity he
created. All the more surprising that there
is no statue to him in Dulwich. He became
by purchase the Lord of the Manor on 3rd
October 1605, and it has been suggested that to
mark this quadricentenary a public statue should be erected. Edward Alleyn
We are investigating the feasibility of this idea, but the Hon.
Secretary or Editor will be pleased to have
comments,including possible sculptor, location, and means of
raising funds; there is a well known portrait of Alleyn but it
might be more interesting to-depict him as one of Marlowe's
characters that he was first to interpret, perhaps Tamburlaine
(not, I think, Dr. Faustus!).

Members may not be aware that there already exists a small
statue showing idward Alleyn as a theatrical character though not in Dulwich. It is one offour figures around the
four sides of the Marlowe Memorial. This stands close to the
Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury, and the four figures depict
famous actors of the past in different Marlovian roles. When
the memorial was first moved to that position in about 1994,
from Dane John Gardens, Alleyn's figure was clearly visible,
facing the nearby tvall. Unfortunately, an evergreen tree
between the wall and the memorial has now grown and
completely obscured the figure of Alleyn. Perhaps it would be
worthwhile to try to persuade Canterbury Council to remove
the evergreen and restore that statue of Alleyn to visibility.
Ed.
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ctrpstal ~alact
~nttques ootauboust
Antiques Bought & Sold
Four Floors of Antiques
Open Mon - Sat 10-6
Sundays 10-5
Imperial House,
Jasper Road,
London SE 19 1SJ
Tel: 020 8480 7042

PLANNING
AND ARCHITECTURE
ANNUAL REPORT
All aspects of carpentry including
Fitted wardrobes
Fitted bookcases/cabinets
Fireplace surrounds
Interior/exterior painting
Decorating
Plastering
Tiling
References available

by Ian Mcinnes, Chairman
The Group reviewed a total of 236 applications, approved
85% and objected to 15%. The total compares with 212 last
year, 221 in 2000 and 152 in 1999.

Woodyard
Success at last. After more than ten years, five planning
applications, two planning appeals and much effort by the
Dulwich Society, the Dulwich Village Preservation Society
and Southwark Council, we now have an acceptable
contemporary solution to the redevelopment of the Woodyard.
The spec builders' mock Georgian has finally been rejected
and we have the potential of a fine scheme that Dulwich can
be proud of. Congratulations to Julie Greer, Southwark's
Conservation officer who finally made Wates see sense.
Construction is under way.

Having worked in the Crystal Palace area as a minicab driver for some years, I
became increasingly concerned with the general decline in standards of minicab
companies in and around the area. I used to own and run a minicab company in the
past. Numerous customers and drivers have urged me to start up business again
and this I have done with the establishment of Queens Cars, based at The· Quality
Hotel in Church Road. Queens Cars is a 24 hours controlled minicab firm and, as
in the past, priority is given to all journeys that have been pre-booked. Our aim is
to provide clients with the best service available. I look forward to serving local
residents and invite you to contact me, Les Case, for a quality minicab service at:

QU

N CARS

122 Church Road,Upper Norwood, London SE19 2UG
TELEPHONE: (020) 8771 9889 or (020) 8771 7300
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516 Lordship Lane
Not such a good result here. Southwark and the Estates
Governors allowed Bellway Homes' new development on the
land behind the Harvester Public House at the Corner of
Dulwich Common and Lordship lane despite the Society's
objections. This is a very ordinary design made worse by the
extremely high density and lack of open space and
landscaping.

Dulwich Hamlet Junior School
The Society objected to the original proposals on design
grounds. There have been some improvements subsequently
and we believe w~rk will stai1 soon.
- 11 -
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The Charter
Work continues on the second and third phases of the improvements to the
school buildings.

TELECOMS MAST IN GALLERY

Kingsdale School
It looks as though work is about to start on a major refurbishment scheme and

improvements to the school's buildings.

The TA Centre on Lordship Lane
Redevelopment of this site is being discussed between Southwark and the
Estates Trustees. An outline approval has been given for residential
development.

.North Dulwich Station
Railtrack are continuing with their refurbishment contract on the station
buildings. There has been some discussion about the scheme for the forecourt
but it is not clear. whether Southwark have the money to carry it out. The
Society has offered to make a contribution for enhanced stone paving.

Dulwich Library
Southwark have now confirmed that there is no money for any extension.

1 Fountain Drive
The Estates Trustees are proposing to develop two houses in the garden of the
original house. The Society has no objection in principle.

Former garage in Alleyn Park
opposite the Alleyn Head
The Estates Trustees are preparing revised proposals for residential
redevelopment on this site in response to the objections of surrounding
households.

Good news! Southwark have turned down BT Cellnet's application for a 12
metre high mast at the north end of Gallery Road. Along with the Society,
many residents wrote to object. The grounds for refusal were given as:
'The proposal is considered to represent an incongruous feature
in a prominent location within the Dulwich Village Conservation
Area which fails to preserve the character and appearance of the
area contrary to Policy E 4.3, Proposals Affecting Conservation
Areas in the Southwark Unitary Development Plan.'

PLANNING REPORT
by Ian Mcinnes
Double Glazing
New regulations covering the installation of replacement windows came into.
force on the 4th April. Part L of the Building Regulations, which deals with the
thermal performance of buildings, will now apply to replacement windows in
all existing buildings. This is a part of the government's commitment to the
Kyoto Accord and the new standards will require the upgrading of window
frame design and the use of high performance glass with a "low e" coating for
the inner pane of double glazing. Replacement single glazing is unlikely to be
allowed unless the building is listed.

The Society has supported the owner of this listed house in objecting to
proposals for infill development in the back garden of the next door property.
Lambeth have rejected the application but it is now going to appeal.

All replacement window installation will in theory require Building Regulation
approval from Local Authorities. Clearly this is not practical as no Council has
the level of resource required. To overcome this problem, a self certification
system has been set up by the larger window manufacturers and installers,
called PENSA. Home owners will need to check that their installer and
manufacturer are part of PENSA as it is they who issue the compliance
certificate that confirms that the new windows comply with the Building
Regulations.
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2 Triton Road, Lambeth

Certification will be vital when it comes to selling a house as the purchasers
will be within their rights to insist that any replacement windows conform to
the Regulations in force at the time of their installation.
Notwithstanding the above, home owners still need to seek consent from the
Dulwich Estate for any change in the window design or frame material eg.
timber to upvc. Even if the new window pattern matches the existing exactly,
and you intend to use the same frame material, it is worthwhile checking with
the Estate Office to avoid any misunderstandings.

The Woodyard
Good news on the Woodyard, the contemporary Huf Haus design is moving
forward and construction work has started on site. The Houses were featured in
an Article in the Sunday Times in March and a brochure was enclosed with the
latest issue of the Friends of the Picture Gallery magazine.

Picture Gallery

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS
TO THE END OF APRIL 2002
by Don Freshwater
A mixed bag. Earlier impressions from the September
Newsletter indicated indifferent migration combined with
failing numbers in some species. Subsequently a more
interesting picture has emerged due to a welcome addition of
observers to whom fulsome thanks are expressed. It has not
been the custom of this contributor to name all the names
involved. It should, however, be noted that all reports, written
and verbal, are perused before entry into a card index system
that was started in 1975 by the late John Toler.

The Picture Gallery received an award in this year's Civic Trust Awards.

Invertebrates

Village Schools

In 2002 honey bees have prospered; a keen apiarist had to
move hives from the Park earlier this year. He was then
careful to cover them for three days to indicate a change of
situation to the occupants. At the new site when he released
them, he put twigs in front of the hive entrances to signal to
them that something substantial had happened to the hive, and
that they shoulq reorientate themselves. In contrast bumble
bees were caught in the cold and suffered noticeably. A large
insect was found at the centre of one of the apiarist's hives.
Identification could not be conclusive, because instead of the
normal appearance of a bumble bee, this bombus had been
stripped of all covering revealing one large and entirely black
object.

The Dulwich Village Irifant School occupies two prime sites in the centre of the
Village - the pretty old buildings on one side and the striking modern buildings
on the other. Both sites would be considerably enhanced if the grounds and
gardens were better maintained, particularly the school keeper's modern
bungalow.

An Architectural Lecture
Ian Mclnnes, chairman of the Planning and Architecture Group, gave a talk on
"Sixties Architecture in Dulwich" to a packed audience at the Dulwich Picture
Gallery on Sunday 27th January. The power point presentation, previously seen
during the 2001 Dulwich Festiv:aJ, covered the wide range of residential
developments carried out in Dulwich by the Estate's Governors and Wates
between 1959 and 1970. It set their development in the context of not only the
social and architectural climate of the time but also the particular situation in
Dulwich, with the demand from the schools for more young families to live in
the area. Three of the developments won architectural awards and the range of
different layouts was an eye opener with many of the more imaginative designs
hidden away in the Dulwich Woods.
There was a "sixties architecture walk" on the 19th May as part of this year's
Dulwich Festival.
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Butterflies have not been rriuch in evidence, but there are
reports of whites, red admirals, peacock, orange tips.
Medium size crane flies are on the grass, but we await the
autumnal dances of those big daddy-longlegs.
There is a sprinkling of ladybirds, but not much evidence of
other flies and beetles.
- 15 -
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Fauna
Mammals: There are no changes, and no incidence has been recorded for fox or
hedgehog. Wood mice still prosper, the rats have gone with the Pied Piper. The
later opening hours of the Park may help members to do their own bat watch,
and report.
Birds: The increase in bird reports, already mentioned, has revealed good
positions in starlings and thrushes including red wing and fieldfare. The nesting
of a song thrush on the kitchen window (Croxted Road/South Circular area) has
been recorded; and songs of both mistle and song thrushes are frequently heard.
A patio in Burbage Road has had chaffinch, and one brambling foraging. On
two occasions they have been the subject of failed swoops by sparrowhawks.
Siskins are obviously growing in numbers during the winter, and have been
spotted at three widespread sites in our area. We don't yet know about nesting
and the summer.
In 25 years reportings only the second wryneck has been seen. Last September
it appeared in the big garden of the house opposite the Picture Gallery. The
wryneck has been on the decrease in England, and was last known to breed in
the Faversham area in the late 1940s to early '50s. It is suggested that members
~onsult their field guides to acquaint themselves with this rather obscure
'woodpecker.' They are very difficult to see, but searching the cracked bole of
a tree might be productive.
The change in status (fortunately not significant) of tits has been noticed in
general. There is no increase in the numbers of house sparrows, although their
distribution may have changed. If you know better about this, let me know.

M
'The Ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 020" 8777" 9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MAGGIE'S professionatly trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 • 367 • 857
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by Judy Marshall
Thank you to all who returned your completed questionnaires.
There is a slightly different sample this year, as some
respondents have dropped out, and we have acquired some
new ones. The questionnaire is slightly different, on the
advice of London's Pond Doctor, Nicholas Meade.
Here are some of the points that were apparent on the first
look at the survey. It is interesting that so many people have
had their ponds for five years or longer, even up to forty
years, the maximum. So it may be that you have kept your
own wildlife records during this time, which would be of
interest to others.
The incidence of frog spawn was not as high as last year, 17
out of 26. This may have been because a few people returned
their questionnaires very early. There was, however, one case
of toad spawn, and for the first time - newt spawn too. The
frog spawn appeared in considerable quantity - 12 out of the
17 having 3 or more clumps of it in their ponds.
Unfortunately I omitted the question about the size of the
pond.
The rewards of having a garden pond were very well reflected
in the abundance of wild life seen in and around the ponds in
the last year. Frogs and pond skaters were the top scorers,
each seen by 20 pond owners; They were closely followed by
dragonflies - a beautiful addition to any garden. Quite
surprisingly, newts had been spotted in 12 gardens, whereas
only three toads were seen. Birds were around too. Heron
visited seven ponds, not always welcome; Canada geese
likewise. More welcome visitors were: mallard, moor hens
and even a kingfisher.
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The Pond Doctor was interested to know how often people cleaned out their
ponds, so I will send the figures on to him. An annual clean-up was quite
popular. Several people did not drain their ponds - some just had a general
clear-up. Others simply removed weed and leaves from the surface, obviously
a good idea, especially in the autumn. Although some vegetation can be left at
the bottom of the pond for hibernating frogs and some invertebrates; too much
vegetation in freezing conditions can reduce oxygen levels for these
hibernators.
I hope your ponds continue to give you interest and pleasure during the
summer.

ON

Dear Mr. Reed,

s

\
I

ED ING

Poole :M:ordant
Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 7335
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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The appalling fires in a number of
churches in this area has caused ( ~'ll
immense concern in local churches
"" J
not least St. Stephen's.
~

You will be pleased to hear that \f)
we installed a fire alarm system in
St. Stephen's in the summer of \]\
2000 which is monitored and has
0~
already proved its worth when a
firework was thrown into the hall in
/',.;:
the autumn of 2000. Also, the church has
"I
had a burglar alarm (also monitored) for a
number of years.

by Peter Rowland
All keen bird-lovers will no doubt be familiar with Capsaicins. No, it's not the
diminutive for a young woman called Capsai. Being respectable, she wouldn't
have anything to do with such a name because it embodies hot stuff. The stuff
which torches your taste buds when you test your pain threshold against Indian
cuisine which Torn Sherman of Michigan City, Indiana, in a recent letter to
New Scientist, says should bring hope to all who dote on dicky birds but not
on squirrels who swipe the seeds put out for them on bird tables. For, unlike
the mammals, the taste-buds of the Avians couldn't care a monkeys when
saturated with Capsaicins. Have you ever seen an African Grey parrot munch
on a force nine chile pod as if it were just a banana? So, when you put out the
bird-seed, you sprinkle it liberally with Cayenne pepper, Chile powder or
whatever might be on the .hardened diners' menu in Madras. The feathered
recipients won't register the taste while the squirrels will think their front
incisors are on fire and leave in a1mrry. Worth a try!
·

Thank you for your article "Fire in local churches ... "
in the Spring edition of the newsletter of the
•
Dulwich Society.
~Q,\(\

You mention (on pages 31 and 32 in the newsletter) the
NADF AS survey. This is a fine piece of work handed to us,
with amendments made in 1998/9, in 2000. It is a thorough
and very valuable survey augmenting our existing inventory
(which we regularly update) and we are very grateful to the
volunteers who produced it.

\
!

I am puzzled by your reference to "ancient vestments." NO
such items are recorded in the NADF AS survey. Indeed to the
best of my knowledge eucharistic vestments were not worn
until the arrival of the Revd. Neil Thompson as Vicar in 1987.
During his incumbency sets of vestments were purchased "off
the peg", and in my time we have commissioned two sets of
vestments with matching altar frontals and pulpit falls which
are of a high quality, and made by a lady who has made
vestments for St. George's Chapel; Windsor Castle.
- 19 -
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You ask if old vestments were discarded when new ones were bought and that
"no one knows." Actually, yes they do, and you would have found the answer
had you contacted me or any of the church officers of St. Stephen's. The
answer is that no vestments have been disposed of, but I would emphasise
again that the vestments here on my arrival in 1997 were very recent
acquisitions - there are no ancient or antique vestments recorded.
Yours sincerely,
<;;jiu_

~f.llul r/)l'leJ(

(l)lllUUJW

St Stephen's Vicarage, 111 College Road, London SE21 7HN

52 Honor Oak Park, London SE23 IDY. Telephone:(020) 8291 6094
BR HONOR OAK PARK

16th

MM

I ITI

Andre Bicat (1909-1996) - Jenny Devereux - Alan Stones
25th June - 28th July 2002
Tuesday - Friday 9.30am- 6.00pm Sat 9.30am-5.00pm
It is time once again for the most
important event in our calendar, the
Honor Oak Gallery Summer
Exhibition!

Every summer for the past fifteen
years we have held a special
exhibition of work by three selected
artists.
This year we are very pleased to be
showing watercolours by Andre
Bi cat ( 1909-1996), monoprints and
etchings by Jenny Devereux and
lithographs by Alan Stones.
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NO@ 1 FOUNTAIN
by Pam Le Gassick
Rumour hath it that one of the last houses remaining in
Dulwich which was built to a design by Charles Barry Junior
may disappear.
The apex of the triangle at the end of Fountain Drive and
Dulwich Wood Park once had a row of five imposing
Victorian Villas dominating the hillside. Set in wooded
grounds they were expected to cope with generous Victorian
family sizes. Four of the villas fell to Hitler's bombing with
assistance from later developments and now only number one
remains. It stands just down from the roundabout, but its
future is thought to be uncertain.
Charles Barry junior took over from his father as surveyor
and architect to Alleyn's College of God's Gift- The Dulwich
Estate - in 1858. During Barry's tenure Dulwich was
transformed from 200 acres of woods to a modern built up
area crisscrossed by railway cuttings.
Barry was in partnership with another architect, Bank,
between 184 7 ahd 1872, when Bank died. During their long
association they built St Stephen's Church (1868),
Brightlands in Gallery Road, and several houses in Dulwich
Wood Avenue. Barry also provided us with the railway bridge
over Turney Road and many other houses in the area
generally, including number 2 Laurie Park Road in
Sydenham.
'Hillside' was designed in the 1860s, with commanding views
from both sides of the house In one direction over Gipsy Hill
and the other over the Crystal Palace, by then in its glory, and
the surrounding gardens.
An early occupant of Hillside was Edward Milner ( 1819-84).
Milner had trained under Paxton, with a sojourn of four years
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in Paris at the Jardin des Plantes
under various experts. When the
Crystal Palace was re-erected on its
hill in South London Paxton
entrusted the garden work to Milner.
He was curator to the Crystal Palace
during 1852-4 and provided us with
the Italian Terraces, the Rosary, the
English Landscape Garden and the
geological islands with their .
dinosaurs.

by William Higman

Hillside, No. I Fountain Drive

In 1844 Milner had married Elizabeth and they had twelve children. 'Hillside'
was obviously able to cope with a brood of this size, plus Governess, Cook and
two housemaids. The landscaped grounds surrounding the house are quite
limited in scope, being set on an extremely steep part of the hill, although
presumably with the Crystal Palace Gardens just over the road there was little
need for a garden for the children.
In addition to his responsibilities for the Crystal Palace grounds Milner had a
thriving private practice. He remained at 'Hillside' until his death and logically
speaking many of the larger gardens and older trees around the area owe their
existence to Edward Milner's talent.

·,·····:. 't'ii!i,I?iiM,JA'R!m~;

Dinosaurs on the geological island
at the Crystal Palace
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Southwark Council has sent us four detailed reports setting
out its housing strategy for the next thirty years, and has
invited us to comment. As an amenity society we feel that we
should respond, since the Council says it wishes to involve
the community in its decision-making. Southwark's housing
policy affects us more than we may realize. Only during the
past year or two, after more than half a century, have we seen
the release of more than two hundred houses in Dulwich
which were requisitioned after the war, and the effect of this
on Woodwarde, Eynella, Stradella Winterbrook and Croxted
Roads in particular. In the 1960s the major construction
programme in Dulwich of the 'post-war estates' occurred
largely as a result of local authority pressure on the Estates
Governors.
Since this subject is too large a subject for one Newsletter, it
has been divided into parts: an outline of Southwark's current
housing problems will he followed by considering the housing
authority's analysis of its finances and the prospects for new
investment.

Scale of Southwark's housing operations

Meanwhile his home has been
divided into flats, the trees in the
garden dominate everything and
probably hide the commanding
views, and the threat of
development hangs over the house.
Both Milner and his architect,
Charles Barry junior, would be sad
to see this memento of a glorious
time disappear.

The Council's housing authority is the largest in London, and
one of the largest in the country. It manages about 56,000
rented and leasehold properties, which dwarfs entirely the
5,000 or so properties managed by the Dulwich Estate. The
Council also owns more than half of all the freehold land in
the borough. Owner occupiers in Southwark are in a distinct
minority, accounting for about 37,000 houses and flats,
compared with 62,000 households in the rented sector.

The Dulwich Society acknowledge
with thanks the information
provided by Mr Jeremy Lydon of
Hogarth Court which stimulated
this article.

Southwark has been ranked as the ninth most deprived
borough in England. Of the eight boroughs which are more
deprived than this, three are in London, and these do not
include Lambeth. Unemployment is twice as high in
Southwark as in London as a who~e. The average household

The housing need
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annual income is a little over £12,000, considerably below the London average.
There is an acute shortage of housing: the number of people requiring housing
assistance is increasing by about 6,000 a year.
Both house prices and private sector rents in Southwark have risen entirely out
of the reach of people with average incomes. A one-bedroom flat in Southwark
now costs over £100,000 and a four-bedroomed house between £260,000 and
£500,000. This is far beyond the capacity of an average household to suppot1 a
mortgage. There are only about 15,000 privately rented properties in Southwark
and the number is declining. Many of these are in poor condition and multiple
occupation is increasing. Even in the cheapest part of Peckham the rent for a
one-bedroom flat is now £150 per week, and £325 for a four bedroomed house.
These rents would absorb from most to more than all of an average household
income.

Affordable housing
The shortage of housing which people on an average income can reasonably
afford means increasingly that those engaged in vital public services cannot
afford to live in the neighbourhood where they work. If this gap grows, the
social and economic consequences will be serious. The solution requires more
than the provision of additional Council housing.

The right to buy
The stock of Council housing is being considerably reduced, at least in the
short term, by tenants exercising their right to buy the properties they have
been renting. In the four years from 1997 to 2001 about 2,000 properties have
been bought this way. The trend is rising and may soon be at the rate of about
1,000- a year. Although there is a recognized social advantage in having a
mixture of rented and owner-occupied property, it is frustrating for the housing
authority to lose some of its most desirable properties, through sales. to sitting
tenants at less than current market values. The Council may understandably ask
whether windfall gains to tenants are justified, to its own corresponding
financial loss, when some properties sold are being re-let in the private sector
at greatly increased rents.
The sale of properties released from post-war requisition in Dulwich has not
generally given any financial advantage to sitting Council tenants. The market
prices of these properties are too high for tenants to consider, particularly since
they are only able to buy from the Council the usually short unexpired portions
of Dulwich Estate leases, and then have to negotiate separately with the Estate
to purchase the freeholds.
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Public sector housing
The popular image of Southwark Council estates, that they are mainly compo~ed
of blocks of ageing flats, is broadly correct. Less than 8 per cent of the housmg
stock consists of houses. More than half of the remaining flats were built bef?re
1964 and an appreciable proportion before 1914. Only 7. per cent of ~he ~ousmg
stock has been built since 1980. Housing has been fairly well mamtamed by
local authority standards, but some earlier properties are clearly obsolete and
there is a major backlog of renovation. Poor design and building s!andards ha:e
made some of the later system-built estates difficult and expensive to keep m
good repair.

Part divestment
The Council has been carrying through a process of transferring management
control where appropriate to tenants' associations, and ownership to charitable
trusts acting on behalf of residents, but recent attempts to convey large estates
such as the Aylesbury Estate to other bodies for improvement and redevelopment have been voted down by residents. Negotiations continue over the
future of the Elephant and Castle Estate.

Value of Southwark's housing stock
The total value was recently put at about £2,000 million, which puts an average.
value of only £41,000 on each unit. Since the condition of some neighbourhoo?s
has deteriorated, it is not surprising that the market value of some counc1~owned property has been left well behind while other prices have soared. It ts
fair to add that the condition of many properties let by private landlords has
deteriorated more than that of Council-owned properties.

Southwark's housing strategy
The current high cost of housing in London has been caused primarily by excess
demand, although land shortage and building cost clearly contribute. Since there
is little that the Council can do to reduce demand, one might think that its best
long-term strategy would be to increase supply, wh.ich .might also. help .to
stabilize prices. The Council's own material, organ1zat10nal and fmancial
resources are inadequate to make any real economic impression on this. The
private sector clearly needs to be involved. Even the Council's main trump cards
of land-ownership and planning control cannot he freely applied, because the
Council also has dear amenity responsibilities in controlling the use of land.
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COMMUNITY
W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
EST. 1881
DULW1CH
CAMBERWELL
FOREST HILL
NEW CROSS
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PETISWOOD
BIGGIN HILL

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SE5 7EN
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 1DF
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENT TN16 3B8

020 8693 1526
020 7703 3212
020 8693 4160
020 7639 0252
020 8300 2002
(01669) 822291
(01959) 573130

We print below two differing views of the status of the
Dulwich Community Hospital Project, one from the Chairman
of the Community Involvement Planning Group and the other
from the Chairman of the Keep Dulwich Hospital Campaign,
whose views do not necessarily represent those of the
Dulwich Society. Despite differences in rhetoric, it would
seem that both sides share basically similar objectives. In our
view, this is important as the chances of an outcome that will
be widely welcomed in the community will be seriously
weakened if the community shows itself to be irreconcilably
divided.
Editor

BRIGHT HOPES & A HARD SLOG
The redevelopment of Dulwich Hospital into a community
hospital is one of the brightest fights in the creation of new
health services in Dulwich. It will he a hospital designed to
meet local need; especially for people who are not cop,ing
well in the community or have been in King's and no longer
r~quire intensive ·or high-tech hospital care. Dulwich Hospital
will he designed around local need and with local people and
it is therefore unique.

Books for all the family

ANO WE SELL
LAMB KEBABS
CHICKEN KEBABS
PORK KE.BABS
BEEF KEBABS
SAUSAGES • BURGERS
RIBS • CHOPS • STEAKS

Id Calton Avenue
Duhvich Village
London SE2 l 7DE

AND LOTS MORE

Tel: 020 8761 001

Telephone: 020 8693 2808
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The new hospital will have 60 beds and a wide range of
community services run both by the NHS and the voluntary
sector. Plans for the hospital were submitted in January 2002
and the Department of Health has raised a number of
questions on the plans, which are currently being examined
by the new Primary Care Trust, in collaboration with the
Community Involvement Planning Group (CIPG). Once the
plan has been agreed by the Department of Health and the
South East London Health Authority, the next stage will
begin - the development of the Outline Business Case.
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It has been a long hard slog to get to the point of submitting plans for the new
hospital The commitment, campaigning and persistence of thousands of people
in Dulwich has paid off and the new relationships which have developed
between the community and the NHS are a landmark in community
development.

We are committed to ensuring that all of the land currently occupied by
Dulwich Hospital is used for health and social care purposes. A positive factor
here is that Tessa Jowell, the local M.P. has said that she believes the whole
site should he geared towards the proposed community hospital and
complementary facilities, but that if the entire land is not required there are
other suitable uses for the remainder such as sheltered housing, key workers
accommodation, community care information cafe, young peoples' centre,
nursing home or residential care facilities. However, the Government may
disagree. If so, it will take a significant political campaign to change their mind
and to ensure that land in the public domain remains a local asset for all, rather
than a commercial coup for a few.
The campaign has only j~st begun. We need a high level of local support for
the new hospital to ensure that it develops to meet real local need. We will
need to be assertive, robust and engaged with the Primary Care Trust at every
step, to make sure that there is an effective and active dialogue which ensures
the inclusion of local people throughout the development of the hospital and
when it becomes operational.
This is a major advance in terms of both health care development and local
democracy. Why not get involved?

Jflaleol.il't c/lh;Jemullf!il
Chair of the Community Involvement Planning Group for Dulwich Community
Hospital

noted that the Campaign would be represented on the official consultative
structure, then called The Steering Group. We took up the opportunity.
To legitimise the idea of a sale, the Strategic Outline Case (SOC) says that part
of the site is surplus. But that surplus was created deliberately and artificially
by 'their' briefing of architects to produce a site plan for a hospital, size limited
to between 4 and 8000 sq metres. This pre-empted any consultation. 'They'
issued the briefing first in November 2000. It was recalled on robust objections
from the Independent Chair of the Project. No matter! As soon as they could
'they' briefed architects again in May 2001. On both occasions, the Community
Involvement Planning Group (CIPG) was by-passed and its complaint about
this, delivered by formal letter, was brazenly brushed off. So architects were set
to work BEFORE consultation began and BEFORE research of this
community's needs. Lack of space curtails this story.
I cannot include here criticism of any Report of the work of the temporary
Community Development Workers costing over £30,000 which ended months
ago, because we have seen none. We know that the Workers themselves would
have produced a report had they been asked for one, because their leader has
said so. Nor can I criticise any Report of the £6,000 inquiry into Healthy Living
about which CIPG, again, was not consulted.
The SOC, at this date, 29 April 2002, allows for only 60 in-patient beds. 30-40
of them being used to support Kings. Some 23 patients will be transferred from.
the Maudsley . So where are the beds for other patients? Where is Care or
Nursing Home? .Where is the Minor Injuries Unit which is much needed? If
you doubt this need, spend a few hours in A & E at Kings.
Dulwich Hospital is a public building, which has stood on public land from its
inception, a status which it enjoys by deliberate decision, taken and
successfully defended at the time.

Kings and the Health Authority published a glossy Brochure which in effect
proposed the demolition of the Hospital and the sale of 2/3rds of the site for
Executive Housing; leaving only room for a large clinic. The community
objected, set up a Campaign, organised a petition and delivered it to Whitehall,
by hand, against a receipt. It was promptly lost in, or by, Secretary of State
Frank Dobson's Office. We complained. The Ombudsman found for us. He

We need the space that it can offer after modernisation for all the categories of
use that the SOC itself allows for under its limited scheme and also for all those
other functions for which the SOC makes no provision. References in the SOC
to community resources are like decorative wrappings around a Christmas
present for which, we, ourselves, are to be required to pay, as is the case with
the Hospital itself through the sale of our land. They disguise the modest scale
of the funding application being made. The loss of Dulwich Hospital would be
asset stripping ta~en to a new level of contempt for the community, for its
history and for its future well-being.
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WHERE WE STAND IN APRIL 2002

NHS London Regional Office has
received but not yet approved the SOC.
It has raised questions. Pressure has
come
on
the
community's
representatives, who are in a very small
minority, to agree to what will amount
to amendments to the wording of an
SOC in which they have been allowed
no part. What we need is a radical
revision of its substance, a rethinking in
which the community should be allowed
to play the responsible role which has
hitherto been denied to it. In any case,
no time is being allowed for
consultation in the community because
'they' intend to resubmit 'their' SOC by
mid-May. The Campaign goes on.
:}(n11.,

The design of
the new tapestry
for Kingswood
House.

All Building, Maintenance
and Repairs

The three men
eatured are,
from left to
right, the .first
resident William
Vizard, John
Lawson-Johnson
and Lord Vestey
of Kingswood.

• General Alterations
• Bathrooms & Bedrooms
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Roofing & Electrical Works
• Plastering & Decorating

• All Insurance Work

7f(5ool£

Call now for a
free estimate
020 7820 0935

Keep Dulwich Hospital Campaign

by Jane Wenlock

'Brock:µ}e[{ Jllrt Services
Established 1979

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046
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Kingswood House's main claim to fame is not that it is a
grade 2 listed building, but that so few people realize it is
there.
Set in the middle of a 1950s housing estate and surrounded by
high hedges, even a photographer who had visited the estate
many times had not discovered the House. And that is a pity,
because it deserves to be used by more people; the rooms are
suitable for weddings, conferences and meetings as well as
community and educational functions.
Kingswood House is called "The Castle" by local residents,
and the young people living on the estate have recently made
a video about it and about the remnant of the Great North
Wood which stretches from near Sydenham Hill station
almost to the Harvester on the South Circular.

- 31 -

THE
DULWICH
SOCIETY

The House was first mentioned early in the 10 century when it was used as a
hunting lodge. At the end of the century it was converted into the Scottish
castle that it still resembles today. According to the Dulwich Society
publication entitled "Kingswood", the architect Henry Vaughan Lanchester was
awarded a Royal Academy Gold Medal for his work. N-le residents have been
John Lawson Johnson, inventor of Bovril, and the first Lord Vestey.
After Lord Vestey' s death, the house fell into disrepair until it was
compulsorily purchased and the estate built around it. Then, in 1956, the house
was reopened by Peter Ustinov as a library and community centre. The
community centre closed some years ago, but thanks to strenuous efforts by
local residents the house has been kept open and all proposals by the local
authority to sell, lease it to a commercial concern, or demolish it have been
successfully opposed.
In 2001 the roof was renewed and the House is once more available for
functions. It has a library, creche, art classes, an over 50s club, homew.ork clubs
and computer lessons, bingo, keep fit and music lessons, and it houses Dulwich
Helpline and The Lighthouse scheme.
Part of the present damaged tapestry which hangs in Kingswood House

7/10 Chandos Street, London W1M 9DE

Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS
We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development

Local Partner, Anup Dalal

The small but dedicated staff team are supported by the Friends of Kingswood ·
House. The Friends have helped by applying successfully for grants for
summer schemes, drama, and a video project; and also a tapestry project, which
has recently got under way. It is hoped that the finished tapestry will be hung
in the entrance hall. We need more Friends to help us to apply for and run
further projects. If you would like information about joining the Friends please
phone the Secretary, Jane Wenlock, on 0208 299 0697.
The House will be open to the public on the afternoon of Sunday 22 September
as part of the London Open House weekend, to which you are all most warmly
welcome.
If anyone would like to view it sooner then please do phone the Centre
manager on 020 8761 7239.

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330

Copies of the booklet about the history of the house and its estate entitled
Kingswood are available from the Dulwich Society or from the author, Patrick
Darby.
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CLUB

Alleyn's School · Dulw!ch • S1E22 IISU

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, spotts hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 • 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club
Your know it's good for you!

by Nicholas Reed
East Dulwich Remembered by John Beasley. Tempus Publishing: £10.99
John Beasley is a prolific and knowledgeable historian who lives on the borders
of East Dulwich and Peckham and edits the Peckham Society's Newsletter. As
an addition to his many books, he has now produced an intriguing mix of oral
reminiscences about events over the last century in East Dulwich. Most are
very personal, though they convey a vivid sense of times gone by. His book is
divided up in topics, so enabling one to find particular themes. His pictures
help to enliven the text, though there are no comments on the text by the
author, except in his brief captions to the pictures.
~

Alleyn's Sports Club.Townley Road, Dulwich
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• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

. 94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW

The format by theme can miss an opportunity at times. For example, a photo on
page 26, in the chapter on Wartime, shows the remains of the Co-op building
in Lordship Lane after it was flattened by a VI bomb, which killed 23 and
injured over 40. Much later, on page 69, in the chapter on Commerce, we find
a photo of that same building before the bombing. Seeing it was taken from an
identical viewpoint, it gives an excellent comparative view. Perhaps more use
of cross-referencing would have added to the enjoyment of this book, which is
nevertheless to be commended.
East Dulwich has always been the poor relation of central Dulwich, yet
recently, it has become more like a cosmopolitan but equally desirable part of
Dulwich. After all, the shops in Lordship Lane offer ten times the variety of
shops one can find in Dulwich and Herne Hill combined. On the other hand,
elegant Georgian mansions are in distinctly short supply in the eastern part of
Dulwich. All the more reason, then, to keep an eye on the borderland between
the two.

ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Am,ocof-.iliol
lelflng All"fll•

020 8299 3511

020 8670 8000

13 BEW COURT. LORDSHIP LANE, SE22

www.volkerandvolker.co.uk
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''Think

go

the fish!''

Wine and dine in the restaurant or enjoy them at home.
At Olley's, they are conscientious and have a desire to
achieve excellence. Even a humble dish of Fish & Chips
calls for the finest ingredients, fried together at the right
temperature and always served with a smile.
Remind yourself what award winning Fish & Chips
really taste like.
THE FAMOUS

®

FISH EXPERIENCE

67-69 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA.
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 8671 5665
www.olleysfishexperience.com
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Independent Dulwich Estate Agents since 1922.
We continue to provide friendly expertise in
Residential Sales and Lettings.
Talk to Caroline, Sue or Charles about our free, no obligation
valuations, complete with marketing packs.
Visit our Internet site at:
www.spencerkennedy.co. uk
le Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 7835 Facsimile: 020 8299 0642
emai I: spencerkennedy@spencerkennedy.co. uk

