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66 Westow Hill, London SE19 1RX
Tel: 020 8761 3371
Fax: 020 8761 3391
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December 2000
Saturday, December 2:

Dulwich and Norwood Conservative Association
Christmas Fair, St. Barnabas Church Hall, Dulwich Village.

Saturday, December 2:

Horniman Museum, London Road, Forest Hill, behind-thescenes tour of the new Michael Horniman building
(conservation, exhibition and workshops) 2 p.m.

Saturday, December 2:

Lambeth Orchestra and Jubilate Choir, St. John's Church,
Auckland Road, West Norwood, featuring Vivaldi's
Gloria, Corelli's Christmas Concerto and Handel's Dixit
Dominus. 7.30 p.m. Adults, £7.50; concessions £6.00;
children £2.00.

Tuesday, December 5 to
January 21:

Dulwich Picture Gallery exhibition of The Man Who Drew
Pooh, E. H. Shepard.

Saturday, December 9:

Craft Fair, St. Barnabas Church Hall, Dulwich Village.

Saturday, December 9:

Dulwich Choral Society with Pergolesi's Magnificat,
Finzi's In Terra Pax, Vivaldi's Gloria, Fasch's Trumpet
Concerto. Conductor - Susan Farrow; Trumpet Catherine
Moore; Ruskin Orchestra leader - Rita Manning, 7.30
p.rn. St. Barnabas Church, Calton Avenue, S.E.21. Tickets
£10 in advance, call (020) 7274 6386, or from choir
members and Dulwich Music Shop, 2 Croxted Road,
S.E.21. £12 on the door, £5 children under 16, £5
restricted view.

Sunday, December 10:

Sunday, December 10:
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Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery - Teddy Bears' Picnic
with Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf party to coincide with
gallery exhibition of "The Man Who Drew Pooh." 3 p.m.
Linbury Room, Adults £6, children £4. Children: Your
Teddy Bears admitted free. Please bring them with you.
Horniman Museum Carol Concert and Mini Fair, Museum
Gardens, London Road, Forest Hill, with Crystal Palace
Band, choirs, charity stalls. 4 p.m.- 6.15 p.m.

Thursday, December 14:

DDAFAS lecture on The Seven Wonders Of The World by
Peter Clayton, Egyptologist, archeaologist and
numismatist.*

Saturday, December 16:

Lambeth Orchestra at St Luke's Church, West Norwood,
featuring A Song Before Sunrise (Delius), Stanford's
Violin Concerto and Frederick Cliffe's Symphony No. I.
Soloist: Roy Theaker (violin). Admission: Adults £7.50;
concessions £6; children £2.

January 2001
Wednesday, January 10:

South London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood Road,
London, S.E.24, first of twelve meetings on plant foods
including visits to Kew Gardens, local greengrocers and
gardens, tutored by Dr June Chatfield. Details from Judy
Marshall, (020) 7326 1362.

Thursday, January 11:

DDAFAS lecture on Great Watercolours of J. M. W. Turner
by Eric Shanes, vice-president, Turner Society.*

Monday, January 15:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery - Frame Studio Tours
guided by Tom Proctor, 10 a.m., 3 p.m. or 7 p.m.
Admission free, tours limited to 15 people per visit.

February 2001
Thursday, February 8:

DDAFAS lecture on Jewellery in Portraits by Clare
Phillips, curator, metalwork, silver and jewellery at the
Victoria and Albert Museum.*

Wednesday, February 14:

Dulwich Picture Gallery exhibition of Murillo: Scenes of
Childhood. The first international loan exhibition of 17th
century Spanish paintings of ragamuffins and urchins.
Admission £4, pensioners £3, others free.

Thursday, February 15:

Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery concert by the Amati Piano
Trio featuring Ghost Trio (Beethoven) and Trio in D Minor
(Mendelsohn), 8 p.m. in Gallery. Admission £12, Friends £9.
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March 2001
Thursday, March 22:

Dulwich Society Wildlife Committee talk on Wildlife
in Dulwich Gardens by Helen Firminger of the
London Wildlife Trust Centre for Wildlife
Gardening, St Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue,
S.E.21., 8 p.m.

April 2001
Good Friday, April 13:

*

Dulwich Choral Society and the Ruskin Orchestra will
perform J. S. Bach's St Matthew Passion in the
Fairfield Halls, Park Lane, Croydon, CR9 lDG,
commencing 2.30 p.m. Tickets bookable from Fairfield
Halls Box Office, Telephone: (020) 8688 9191. Multistorey car park next door.

Fitness Syndic
Personal Training Services
Weight Loss
Toning
Gain Body Mass
Difficulty in committing to a training regime
Injured and Recovering
Feel uncomfortable in a gym environment
Need to vary your cutrent workouts
Invested in leisure club membership, and wish to maximise
your investrnent
Work schedule doesn't all ow you to vi sit a gym
Specific fitness goals
Vlhatever your needs for a highly professional & friendly service
Contact Kenny 0966 376 978
Email : K enny.Arare@excite.com

DDAFAS, Dulwich Decorative And Fine Arts Society, monthly lectures usually
illustrated with slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at
James Allen's Girls' School, (JAGS) East Dulwich Grove, S.E.21., unless otherwise
stated. Coffee and biscuits 7.30 p.m, visitors £4.00, students 50p.

DISPENSING OPTICIANS
IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATIENTION

BENETTON FLEXON GUESS? LAFONT
KOOKAI FRENCH CONNECTION
MAGG IE 'S
'The Ultimate in home cleaning'

Tel: 020 - 8777 - 9713
Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements.
MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of ladies are here to dust your blues away.
We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 07860 - 367 - 857
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MODO CALVIN KLEIN HUGO BOSS
OAKLEY DOLCE & GABBANA PAUL SMITH
& MANY OTHER QUALITY FRAMES SPORTS EYEWEAR
CHILDREN'S FRAMES CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 7BN TEL: 020 8299 0230
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street Lond.?n W1M 7RJ Tel: 020 7935 2124
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MERGER WITH THE DULWICH SOCIETY?
Dulwich Residents' Association has announced that there is a proposal that there
could possibly be a union of the D.R.A. with the Dulwich Society.
The following points set out some facts and suggestions as a starter. D.R.A.
members have been asked to comment.
• In a recent poll of the D.R.A. more than half of the quarter of the membership
who returned votes supported the suggestion of a negotiation with the Dulwich
Society towards some form of union.
• Just under one third of the current membership live on the post-war (Dulwich)
estates, where they are the subject of quarterly maintenance charges in addition
to the scheme of management charges.
• Most of the members but not all are enfranchised owners.
• In various discussions, a case has been put that enfranchised owners on the postwar Estates are poorly represented on the Dulwich Estates Advisory Committee
etc.
• By no means all the owners on the post-war estates have enfranchised but as
leases get shorter more are bound to apply (to become enfranchised).
• At present leaseholders have rights to audit and additional documentation,
which are denied to enfranchised owners.
• It is unlikely that these rights will be extended to freeholders in the foreseeable
future.
• The D.R.A. suggests the possibility of a continuing group specifically
representing the interests of owners on the post-war Estates within the body of
the Dulwich Society and that this could be linked with the remaining funds of
the D.R.A. of approximately £6,000.
• The specific form an any possible union is not suggested here but there is a core
of committee members who could be carried through to help implement the
work.

John Sha,p
Chairman, Dulwich Residents Association
61 Stradella Road
SE24 9HL
(020) 7274 2957

Books for all the family

1d Calton Avenue
Dulwich Village
London SE21 7DE
Telephone: 020 8693 2808

P,R.
All Building, Maintenance

and Repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•

Genera.I Alterations
Bathrooms & Bedrooms
Electrical & Plumbing
Roofing & Electrical Works
Plastering & Decorating
All Insurance Work

94 PARK HALL ROAD,
WEST DULWICH SE21 8BW
ESTATE AGENTS
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Amoe of Reeldenttal

Call now for a

free estimate
020 7820 0935
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LKE
&
OLKER

Letting Agents

020 8670 8000

www.volkerandvolker.co.uk
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be (!Crown

~repbounb

A traditional English restaurant at Dulwich's finest Inn
Mine hosts Barney & Sandra Maguire Wish you a Happy and
Joyful Christmas and invite you to visit The Villager Restaurant
Open daily for lunches 12.00-2.30pm with a constantly changing menu

Christmas bookings accepted for evenings only 6pm - 10pm
Evenings: Monday - Saturday 6-lOpm.
Traditional Sunday roast served from 12 noon • 3.00pm

m;be l3ulwicb ~utte
Now licensed for Civil Marriage Ceremonies, The Dulwich suite is a premier venue for wedding
receptions, banquets and buffets. Ideal for Corporate seminars, training and presentations.

73 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE21 7BJ
TEL: 020 8693 2466 FAX.020 8693 5616
ALLIED DOMECQ RESTAURANTS & BARS

97 ROSENDALE ROAD, DULWICH SE21 SEZ

TEL; 020 8761 OQ18

FOR ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS f AYRE
FREE RANGE BRONZE TURKEYS
VENISON & GAME
FREE RANGE FARM FRESH TURKEYS
FRESH GEESE FRESH DUCKS
GAMMONS HAMS

AND LOTS MORE
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EDWINA'S DIARY
The Dulwich Society's efforts to restrict motor traffic through the area is not helped
by knowledge of plans to pull down two-thirds of East Dulwich Hospital and build
250 executive homes, and on Dulwich Hamlet's open space permit a Homebase and
a new Leisure Centre. Gossip on playground and hockey pitch at neighbouring James
Allen's Girls' School and at the new Chartered School suggests that their governors
and the head-teachers have not been informed of this horrendous threat to increase
daily local traffic flow.
These schools are trying to dissuade parents from bringing to and collecting pupils
from school while planners want to create literally thousands more daily traffic
movements past those very schools.

Park Lodges Again
The controversy about the occupation of the two half-timbered gate lodges in Dulwich
Park, owned by Southwark Council, continues after years seeking the truth. Are they
rented, leased or sold, for how much and at what security of tenure? At a meeting of the
Dulwich Park Friends committee, we are told, an elected councillor asked an appointed
council official: "Who occupies the lodge at College gate?". The official replied, "I am
instructed on legal advice not to answer". So much for democracy 2000.
A new question has arisen: Which "independent" valuer rated every house
bordering two sides of Dulwich Park in the top "H'' bracket for council tax while
rating the magnificent lodge houses with all their superior amenities only in the lesser
"F" bracket? That means the two lodges are valued only at between £120,000 and
£160,000 compared with the other residences all valued at more than £320,000 or
twice as much. So the occupants pay much less council tax.
No Naughty Pictures - Sorry
Sorry to hear some friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery were upset at the reported
interest in acquiring banned 1920s pornography of D. H. Lawrence. Calm, please, as
our worthy chairman pointed out, what was regarded as porn in the 1920s would not
raise even a grandmotherly eyebrow today. Dulwich Library tells me that there is no
plan to remove D. H. Lawrence's Lady Chatterley's Lover from the shelves.
Queue for the Chair
There is much competition for the chairmanship of the Steering Group of Dulwich
Hospital. The steering appears to be jammed, the direction fixed, the hospital to be
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demolished and executive houses built on two thirds of the site. Agendas show that
many items they will discuss are "for information only" a political phrase which
means no consultation or argument. The "community care facility" which will
replace the hospital will be chaired by any one of the following: Sir Donald
Acheson, former Chief Medical Officer, Department of Health; Sir Cyril Chantler,
formerly of Guy's and St. Thomas's Medical School; Professor David Goldberg,
Q.C.; the Rev. Cyril Heatley, Vicar, Coppleston Christian Centre; Bill Higman,
vice-Chairman, Dulwich Society; Lord Lester of Herne Hill; Professor Issac Marks,
member, Dulwich Society Transport and Traffic Committee; and Iain Vallance,
former Chairman of BT.
Hospital staff have an entrenched gambling habit but I am happily forbidden
the embarrassment of publishing the staff form guide to the likely successful
candidate.

Ornate Ceilings
I have heard about a house in Clive Road which has some amazingly ornate plaster
ceilings. The house was built by Ralph Gardiner, the master plasterer responsible for
the ceilings of Dulwich College, and may have used it as his showroom.
There is also supposed to be a house in Ruskin Walk with a fabulous painted
ceiling by a former art master at the College. Does anyone know of any other artistic
works that are hiding in Dulwich's more humble roads and terraces?

Girls are more helpful - official!
Raise your hats (or glasses) to a remarkable and proven observation that pupils from
predominantly girls' schools are more likely to step off the pavement to allow the
elderly to pass than those from prevailing boys' establishments.
A special thank you for the schoolgirl who sent me this note, supposedly from her
teacher: "Stand firm in your refusal to remain conscious during algebra. In real life,
I assure you, there is no such thing as algebra."
Sad to relate, Patrick Darby, solicitor, Old Alleynian, has resigned his
chairmanship of the History Group of the Dulwich Society after 40 years'
membership. Stephen Humphrey, chief archivist of Southwark, described him "as one
of the best researchers in history I have ever met". Patrick's father, the late Bill Darby,
was Latin master at Dulwich College and organised the celebrations for the Dulwich
Millennium long before the Dome was invented. He corrected my autograph album
which said:
Monsanto incorpori glorius maxima copia which as every pupil should know
means "When the going gets tough, the tough go shopping"!

Stradella, U.S.A.
Stradella Road, S.E.24, is now in a conservation area but I noticed this advertisement
while on holiday in Los Angeles, U.S.A.
"1640 Stradella Road - $1,001,000. Bel Air Fixer. Outstanding views of the lake.
4 Bedrooms. 2.5 Baths. Very private. Trust sale. Sold in 'as is' condition".

Traffic wardens
Those of us who use the shops by Herne Hill Station, such as Herne Hill Timber or
Trevor's Barber's Shop will have noticed the appearance of Lambeth's traffic
wardens enforcing parking restrictions all day Saturday. While there have always
been yellow lines, a laissez faire attitude has been the order of the day until now. The
small shops in this area need help from Lambeth Council not hindrance. Think again,
Lambeth, before you put them out of business.
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CALLOW MAs-n:R LOCKSMITHS

Professional key-cutting service
All types of locks supplied and fitted

TEL/FAX 020 8299 4737
9Ba Lotdship Ian•, London S1l22 8HF
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SACKCLOTH AND ASHES
Sometimes we need to re-affirm the objects of the Dulwich Society and of this
Newsletter, even if to do so appears to re-state the obvious. There has been criticism
from several sources that some of the editorial comments in our Autumn edition
was inappropriate. We regret if this conveyed the impression that we were going
beyond our brief. This Society has only one aim, to make a positive contribution to
the amenity of Dulwich. One important way of doing this is by encouraging other
people who work towards the same purpose. What is achieved in Dulwich matters
more than who gains the credit for doing it, but we should give credit where credit
is due.
A number of the points made in our last issue were based on a pamphlet produced
by one political party. This was a mistake because a publication of this kind from any
source was likely to be selective and to pursue agenda which differ from those of an
amenity society even where there is considerable overlap of the subject matter. Above
all we should never appear to be politically partisan, and we wish to apologise if the
Society conveyed any impression of bias.
Critical comments from us might dispassionately be judged fairer if all sides were
equally offended by them. Unfortunately this does not often occur, because our
criticisms are likely to be directed at authorities who have the power to effect change.
In Dulwich, this has usually meant either the Dulwich Estate or Southwark
Council, both of which have now exercised regulatory powers in Dulwich for many
years. Their cumulative influence is fully evident. During the past few years we have
seen c~nsiderable improvements to many aspects of our amenity in Dulwich. Perhaps
we rapidly take what is familiar too easily for granted, and do not always recognise
sufficiently the work which has gone into bringing this about. We should perhaps
acknowledge more frequently that we live in an unusually well-favoured
environment, and are fortunate to have authorities around us which have a strong
interest in keeping it that way.
Southwark Council has given more attention in recent years to the amenity of
Dulwich than it did for several decades previously. It is now keen to demonstrate
that this, at one end of its borough, is an effective environmental showpiece of the
regeneration at the Thames South Bank is at the other. Much has been achieved
through the Council's consultation with the local community, which includes the
schools, local businesses, the Picture Gallery, the Dulwich Estate, churches and
residents' associations, as well as this Society. We need this consultation to
continue, so that Southwark does not regard us just as a separate and rather
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privileged community that can look after its own interests.
One hazard of making improvements is that they bring into sharp relief what
remains to be done. As the principal amenity society we must retain the freedom to
express our views vigorously where we think the more action is needed, or where
inroads threaten the quality of our local environment. We should, however, be entirely
fair. When we complain about the increase in road traffic we should agree that it is
now better regulated. More pedestrian crossings and traffic-calming measures have
been installed during the past five years than in the previous fifty. Certainly these
serve to make the remaining deficiencies more evident (e.g. outside Dulwich Hamlet
School, in Gallery Road, and at the Paxton Green roundabout).
New conservation areas which have been established in North Dulwich are
likely to enhance the attraction of living there considerably. The new Charter
School promises to be a major contributor to Dulwich's educational tradition. This
school's tight catchment area reduces the need for a motorized school run. Cycle
routes, which Southwark Council, the Schools and the Society are now all equally
keen to establish, will make the area safer for unaccompanied children. We
continue to say that more needs to be done to reduce the clutter of unnecessary
road signage, to improve street furniture and to reduce dilapidated property which
has been in local authority occupation for many years.
The parks have had more discerning attention recently from Southwark Council
than they have had over previous years of slow decline. Dulwich Park Gates have
been repaired, the Barbara Hepworth sculpture has been at last freed of its long
established patina of graffiti, the play area has been extended, there are plans to
restrict car movements and parking further, and there are real rowing boats on the
pond. Perhaps eventually we shall have real park keepers again and recapture the
lodges in which to house them.
Politics is a rough old game, competitively played. As an amenity society we
should be glad not to be part of it. In seeking to do more through cooperation we
should have the grace to acknowledge what our representatives have done to try to
please us because this will give them a better understanding of what they can still
usefully do. We shall not do this by conveying an impression that we are really much
more comfortable with a laissez-faire philosophy among those who govern us, to
match our own apathy and resistance to change.

Adrian Hill
Chairman,
Dulwich Society

W.P Higman
Vice-Chairman,
Dulwich Society
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NOT SO MUCH SACKCLOTH, FEWER ASHES

GREENING THE PARK

The Newsletter is, of course, subject to the scrutiny of the Chairman and ViceChairman before publication. The Editor, therefore, much regrets the length and
depth of the belated complaint based largely on the discontent of one political
persuasion whose influence on the Society appears to be great. The political pamphlet
referred to overlooked the contribution of the Dulwich Society after the Society had
published facts about money and effort it had spent on improvements. The pamphlet
did not acknowledge the Society's part or partnership in improving Dulwich.
In view of this party political influence, I have decided after much thought to
resign the Editorship. If I had any doubts, they were removed by an attempt to prevent
publication of the Wildlife Committee's Page 25 warning about rats and the danger
of contracting Weil's disease. The health of our members, neighbours and park
patrons and particularly their children and grandchildren is paramount and not to be
put at risk by any politically imposed silence.
I would like to thank all those who rescued me, a victim of the Maxwell pensions
theft, from idleness and gave me an opportunity to edit the Newsletter for six years.

A traffic management report commissioned by the Friends of Dulwich Park has been
submitted for consultation. The authors say that it has been acknowledged for some time that
the cmrent parking arrangements in Dulwich Park are unsustainable. Short term measures
have improved the situation but not resolved it. A long term solution must be found and as
soon as possible as it is a pre-requisite of any lotte1y bid (on which the proposals depend).
Dulwich Park Friends have concluded that the only solution is to provide a car park
so that the rest of the park can be car free. In March they commissioned a report to
discover what size car park would be appropriate and to suggest alternative solutions.
Surveys over the summer have shown that on normal weekends the maximum number of
cars at any time is around 200. There are a handful of days each year when the number is higher.
It is proposed that a car park for 210 would be appropriate. On the few occasions
when demand exceeds this figure special arrangements will be made.
Alternative parking schemes were explored. The Friends' Committee endorsed the
proposal for concentrated parking in the Contractors' Depot.
The proposal will mean that the existing users will have to go elsewhere. The
recumbent cyclists have no objection to moving, the contractors have already discussed
moving to the sports fields, and the Rangers office can stay.
The Park, say the authors, will be safe for children. It will be free from speeding cars
and "joy riders". People can relax knowing there is no danger from cars. It will prevent
accidents involving children and animals. Cycling will flourish, it will be safe even for
learners. The cars will be near the Rangers for security.
The Park will be "greener". The Park will be less polluted. It does not sacrifice any
green land. The Park will be quieter. There will be less damage to the grass and planted
environment. Special arrangements for the disabled will allow them to take better
advantage of the improved environment.
The quality of the Park will be enhanced for the community. The appearance of the
Park will be restored. There will be no parking on any carriageway. The existing traffic
management obstacles can be removed. It will encourage healthy exercise, be it cycling,
running, horse-riding, roller skating or just walking.
If you have any comments to make or if you wish to support the proposal please
contact the Dulwich Park Friends via Robert Johnson on (020) 8693 2934 or David
Garforth-Bles on (020) 8693 6240.
Comment: The authors of this rep01t are to be congratulated on their valuable work
and it deserves a response from members. There will be concern about the future use of the
car park at Queen Mary's Gate on the South Circular; on whether the moved contractors'
yard should be in the middle of a sports field between that gate and the Rosebery Gate in
full view of Dulwich Common residences; and on whether the future Park Rangers, who
have just been downgraded, should not be upgraded/or these new duties.
- Editor

Brian McConnell

Note of thanks
The Executive Committee of the Dulwich Society very much regrets the decision of
our Editor to resign on a question of perceived politicl partiality on our part. In our
view, the issue was simply one of the importance of party political neutrality in a
magazine such as the Dulwich Society Newsletter.
Whatever the rights and wrongs, we would sincerely like to thank Brian
McConnell for all his efforts as Editor over the last six years and to express our
appreciation for the very real contribution he has made, through the Newsletter, to
keeping us informed on matters of local interest and to fostering a sense of
community in Dulwich.

Adrian Hill
Chairman,
Dulwich Society

16

,,

17

All Cars
parked in
the Yard

Lordship
Lane
Gate

Queen
Mary's
Gate
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• ***** Best Food Shop Award.
As featured in 'The Essential
Guide
to London's Best Food Shops'
2000-2001
• Newly opened in Dulwich Village
• French hand-made chocolates
• Belgian gateaux & patisserie
• Speciality breads
• Birthday, wedding & other
cakes to order
• Exquisite gifts from all parts
of the world
• Expert wine and catering
consultancy

la Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, London SE21 7DE
Tel/Fax: 020 8488 1111

SIMMONS

SFORD

7 /10 Chandos Street, London WlM 9DE
Tel No: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS
We also provide a full range of taxation services
and specialise in strategic business development

Local Partner, Anup Dalal

Tel No: 020 8 299 4330
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Alle}rn's

Association

SPORTS

CLUB

Alleyn's School · Dulwich - SEH 8SU

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in
exclusive grounds with excellent
modern sports facilities.
The centre has a 25m. indoor
heated swimming pool, sports hall,
gym, two multi-purpose halls;
tennis courts, cricket nets.
Activities include: aerobics/step;
badminton; scuba diving; table
tennis; basketball; karate;
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet &
tap classes.

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness
sessions
During the Easter, Summer &
Winter holidays Sports Experience
day camps & courses are available
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and
experience various multi-activities
and sports.
Surrey League Competitive
Badminton is played at the club.
Spaces are available for male and
female players
Massage + physiotherapy also
available

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club

m

Your know it's good for you!
Alleyn's Sports Club,Townley Road, Dulwich

Tell (020) 861~3

K . A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, SE22 8RA

Tel: (020) 8693 4145

Fax: (020) 8299 0326

Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1966
Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses
General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT
Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice
and registered Auditors

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from
its inception in 196 7

21

STRADELLA ROAD AREA
Southwark Council on September 26, 2000, designated Stradella Road area,
principally bounded by Herne Hill, Half Moon Lane, Stradella and Burbage Roads
and a small number of properties on the corner of Herne Hill. The council report
which recommended designation referred at length to a public meeting held at the
Methodist Church Hall, Half Moon Lane, Dulwich on February 10, 2000. The main
issues were:
Unsightly boarded up houses in Stradella Road and Winterbrook Road. Council
officers reported that the Council leases on these houses from the Dulwich Estate
were about to expire. However, they remain vacant while the parties negotiate
conditions of repairs under the 'dilapidation's' clause within the leases. Councillors
are pressuring the Council's Property Department to deal expeditiously.
The need to designate the Stradella Road Conservation Area because the
Council powers are seen to duplicate those exercised by the Dulwich Estates under
the Scheme of Management (SOM). An unwanted layer of bureaucracy would be
introduced. Officials responded, "Our powers would compliment the SOM.
Council powers would extend beyond those of the SOM in matters such as
environment and street furniture. Designation will benefit the area; planning
applications will be dealt within existing targets, and with expert consultation on
Conservation Area Matters".

Request for harmonisation of Southwark Council and Dulwich Estate design
standards was agreed and would be dealt with by both bodies.
Would there be objections to building single storey extensions between houses
"for security"?

Reply: No, so long as the design did not detract from the appearance of the
gaps.
Following the meeting, 21 written responses were received from residents, 17
in favour, four against. Boarded up houses and the clutter of inappropriate street
furniture were subjects most frequently raised. There were also requests for the reintroduction of cast iron lighting columns, removal of commuter parking, changes
of traffic calming measures to blend with the area and keep out heavy traffic.
English Heritage called for the council to consider a legal direction to prevent further
erosion of the character of the area. Council officials felt this step would be excessive in
view of SOM controls that exist and proposed harmonisation of approach with Southwark.

'Broc{aue[[ Ylrt Services
Established 1979

Modern street furniture, road names and Cable TV cabinets were seen as
unwarranted clutter, out of keeping with the area. Official response: "The matter will
be put to the council's traffic team for attention".

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING

Commuter parking is an unwarranted intrusion. Answer: Councillor Bradbury advised
that the Council is looking at designated parking zones in Herne Hill in 2000-2001.
The use of complete front gardens for forecourt parking should be discouraged.
Details of appropriate hard-standings are required. Officials welcomed the statement
and agreed.
Traffic management measures are required in Stradella and Winterbrook Roads.
This will be referred to appropriate council officials.
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Contact James Davidson
232-234 Railton Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 OJT
Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046
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THE WOODYARD PLAN REJECTED

RATS, A 5-1 KILLER UNCENSORED!

The Society is pleased to report that Wates' Built Homes planning application to
develop the Woodyard site between College Road and Dulwich Park has been
dismissed on appeal. This is the second time that their development proposals have
been turned down at appeal, and maybe, just maybe, next time a developer will talk
to the Amenity Societies and the Council before they make the application.
All credit to Southwark Council, Dulwich Village Preservation Society and
Dulwich Society for their parts in the opposition.
The Woodyard is one of the last major development opportunities in Dulwich. It
is in a conservation area next to the Park and it deserves better than being covered
with oversized neo-Georgian speculative housing. There is an opportunity on this site
to produce something of the highest quality which responds to the context in a
contemporary manner. It is after all the 21st century. Should new developments really
hark back to some dubious past?

The Wildlife Committee organised a walk around Belair Park with the intention of
examining the stagnant pool and surrounding area. Pat Gaitskell, a member of the
Committee, has seen rats beside the pond in Belair Park and by the children's
playground and is worried that the Belair pond water, which no longer flows as it used
to, maybe a source of Weil's Disease (leptospirosis) which can be caused by rats'
urine. - Judy Marshall, Chair, Wildlife Committee.
The South London Press quoted a grandmother as saying 'I'm worried about these
things and I know rats spread diseases. I've been walking my dog in Belair Park for
30 years and it's only recently I've started to see the rats.' She added that any other
dog walkers in Belair Park and Dulwich Park have also seen rodents.
"Vice-chairwoman of the Friends of Dulwich Park, Emily Montague, said, 'There
is a wonderful food supply in the Park for rats as people often feed the birds there.'
And Dulwich Park rangers admitted there have been complaints and rodent sightings
this year although a spokesman for Southwark Council - which looks after the
playground - said, 'There have only been a few complaints this year. No more than
usual. We have traps permanently placed at the most likely gathering points.
Obviously we are concerned that they are in a children's playground and we will put
some traps as near as other sightings as possible. We always do that when we get
complaints from the public.'
Rats can spread Weil's disease, a severe form of jaundice, which has a 20 per cent
mortality rate, salmonellosis, a form of food poisoning, caught if rats come into
contact with food, ratbite fever, as well as carrying ring worm, tapeworm, ticks and
fleas. This year rats have been reported in gardens round the perimeter of Dulwich
Park as well as in Belair and have been reported by a vice-President of the Society,
a solicitor and a number of other professional people among residents).

Lambeth Plan
Well done, Lambeth, for producing a design guide for extensions and alterations in that
borough - currently out in draft for consultation. We have our own Dulwich Estate
Governors' Guidelines of which not everyone approves but they do prevent most of the
worst excesses. Perhaps Southwark might take the hint and produce similar guidelines
as well.

Ian Mcinnes
Chairman,
Planning and Architecture Group

Poole lVIordant
Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

Small enough to care, big enough to deliver
Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 020 8693 7335
David Carey (Mottingham) 020 8851 2200
Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 020 7232 0707

36 St Olav's Court, Rotherhithe, London SE16 2XB
In association with Poole & Carey, Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors
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Judy Marshall's report continues:
In response to Rosa Davis, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds advised that
fireworks are no particular hazard to birds; wood chippings do not adversely affect
sparrows, on the contrary it is felt that they could be beneficial to ground feeding
birds as the wood harbours many small insects.
Rosa Davis mentioned that in order to help small insects to overwinter in the
garden it is recommended to tie up small bundles of hollow stems and canes, about a
foot long, and hang them in sheltered areas of the garden.
The ongoing garden Pond Survey included seven records of toads.
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Dulwich Society has agreed to make a contribution of £500 towards the winter
garden project in Dulwich Park. Plants were ordered from Walworth Garden Farm
who are giving a discount and include the planting cost. Many shrubs suggested by
the Committee have been included. Digging was carried out by members of the Duke
of Edinburgh Award scheme.
Don Freshwater, our wildlife Recorder, commented on a lack of earwigs this year,
but Paul Bond said they were all around the hives in the Park. Ladybirds were still
around including a report of a very small black one with yellow spots.
Paul Bond says Dulwich Park Rangers are being downgraded to the rank of
"attendants" with a change to their job and pay structure. Friends of the Park want
permanent attendants only responsible for Dulwich Park and not shared with any
other open spaces.

Judy Marshall
Chairperson,
Wildlife Committee

FISH EXPERIENCE

LICENSED FISH RESTAURANT
Fish and Chips existed in the 18th century and was mentioned
by Charles Dickens in "Oliver Twist" - hence the name 'Olley's
Sunday & Monday Evenings .................................................. Spm - 11pm
Tuesday -Thursday...............12 noon - 3pm & 5pm -10.30/llpm
Friday & Saturday ................................................................... 12 noon- llpm
67 - 69 Norwood Road, Herne Hill, London SE24 9AA
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 8671 5665
E-mail: olleys.fish.experience@interramp.co.uk

ALL CREATURES SAVED AND SMALL
Nowadays, as soon as we come across a few insects, we can do two things. We
usually panic and we grab a lethal aerosol spray to exterminate the poor little
creatures. At an obvious cost to them, to the environment and to our wallets. But very
often there is a simpler and kinder method of deterrence.
Take ants. If you find an army marching across your floor, sprinkle a barrier of
talcum powder at their point of entry. Their little feet slip about on the stuff and they
soon find an alternative route.
A colony of wasps can be a nuisance and sometimes they threaten children and
animals. They do need to be killed off but few realise that wasps die off naturally in
October around the time of the first frost, apart from the queen who hides away for
the winter.
So then is the time to remove the beautiful vacated paper nest. Block any holes
that allow ingress and smear a little disinfectant around those holes to disguise the
scent which would otherwise enable the queen to find and re-use the same site next
Spring.
Slugs are perhaps considered the worst garden pest. Instead of using the
unpleasant pellets why not try to encourage a hedgehog to live in or at least pass
through your garden. Hedgehogs live on slugs and snails and tend to inhabit places
where blown leaves naturally gather. If you have such a place in your garden, put a
shelter there - an old water-proofed wine box or similar and ensure that your fences
have hog-sized gaps.
Flowers and vegetables are often stunted by greenfly. These little insects can be
dissuaded with a gentle blast of soapy water. Garden centres sell empty squirters
with a trigger mechanism for about £1.50. If one of these is loaded with water and
washing-up liquid, the greenfly will cop it without causing harm to the good
pollinating insects. The treatment must be repeated every two or three days.
Simple methods - and better for everyone.

Paul Bond
Member,
Wildlife Committee

WHERE FISH IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY
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Traffic and Transport
Crystal Palace multiplex development The threat of this locally hated development
has come nearer, as Bromley Council has now granted detailed planning consent. Along
with other local amenity societies we are keeping up the campaign against the
development, including the 14 (repeat fourteen!) liquor licences. We are also pressing for
any possible measures to mitigate the adverse traffic effects. The extra traffic it would
bring also makes local traffic calming the more necessary, particularly in South Dulwich.
'fravel to school The Society has proposed a network of largely off-road walking and
cycling paths in the Dulwich area to enable pupils to get to and from school more safely.
This would reduce the need for chauffeuring children to school: the dreaded "school
run". Southwark Council have taken up this idea and included it in their latest transport
plans, bidding for government funding to implement it. We will know in December
whether this bid has been successful.
West Dulwich station This station has been the subject of much adverse comment
from Society members. Its platforms are bleak in the extreme: exposed and largely
unprotected from wind and rain. Its approaches are dangerous and difficult,
especially at night and for the disabled. We continue to press Connex for
improvements.
P4 bus This useful bus service through Dulwich Village is officially "hail and
ride". As a result, the places where it usually stops do not have seats and are often
blocked by parked cars. London Buses think it would be better to substitute "fixed
stops" for "hail and ride". Then we could have seats at stops and measures to
prevent parked cars blocking the stops and making the new low floor buses
properly accessible. The Society's Traffic and Transport Committee has discussed
this and is inclined to agree with London Buses. Please let us know if you have any
views.
Gallery Road Crossing Gallery Road on foot near the Old Grammar School is
hazardous for the increasing number of people visiting the Picture Gallery and Dulwich
Park from the Burbage Road area. Southwark Council agrees that a pedestrian crossing
on Gallery Road (to complement that on College Road) would be feasible. With the
Gallery, we are pressing the Council to include it in their spending plans.

commuters rat running. Southwark Council exhibited proposals to deal with this in July
and again, with revisions, in October. Most residents appear to be pleased that traffic
management measures are to be put in place.
South Circular The traffic lights at College Road continue to frustrate motorists. We
have taken this up with the Traffic Director for London, and are doing so again with the
new Street Management section of the GLA.
Sydenham Rise We are supporting local efforts to reduce lorry parking and intrusive
traffic in this part of the Dulwich Estate.
If you have views or concerns on local traffic and transport issues, do please get in
touch (020-8693 2618).

Alastair Hanton,
Chair
Traffic and Transport Committee

AGA
PLUMBING
&HEATING
• The complete plumbing &
heating service
• Boiler servicing
• Drain clearance
• Corgi registered
• 7 day service 365 days a year
• Free estimates & heating
design service
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted
• 24-hour emergency service

020 8299 3511
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22
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EMAIL: john@john-ken.dircon.co.uk

North Dulwich Triangle The environment and safety of this area is badly affected by
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ALFRED LAMMER

JACQUELINE GALER MEMORIAL TREE

The Society regrets to record the death of Alfred Lammer, of Pickwick Road, who has died
aged ninety. An Austrian, born Ritter von Lammer, he sought refuge in Britain before the war
when his family fortunes suffered Nazi German policies and his country was annexed. He
subsequently served with the Royal Air Force winning two Distinguished Flying Crosses in
night fighters operating from makeshift nmways in the North African desert.
Later he became a photographer noted for his pictures of flowers and of stained glass
windows and taught graduate students of the Royal College of Art of which he was an
honorary fellow.
He married first in 1941 the Canadian violinist Kathleen Tierney (marriage dissolved
1946). She died in 1956 and in 1958 he married secondly Countess Benedicta Wengersky, who
survives him together with their son and three daughters, to whom we extend our sympathies.

Sitting in the woodland garden at Hampton Court in August a year or two ago I was
suddenly aware of a beautiful perfume and, looking behind me, I saw a medium sized
tree covered in white blossom. On looking closer I could see hundreds of boss flies and
butterflies. The original lead label read Eurodia danielli. It was in my Hillier's Manual,
1973, but not in any recent reference book.
It is now called Totradium danielli and one has been planted by the Garden Group of
the Dulwich Society in memory of Jacqueline Galer, a hard working member of the
Gardens Group Committees. It was brought from Burncoose Nurseries, Cornwall, and
planted the same afternoon at the corner of Pond Cottages. It is only about 5ft tall so will
be years before it can be seen in its full glory.

Rosa Davis

MARJORIE CAMPBELL TRIBUTE

R.I.P.
We also much regret to record the deaths of Society members Ken Vernon, of Allison Grove,
Dulwich, among whose lasting memorials is his history of All Saints' Church, Rosendale
Road; of John Kennedy, former partner of Spencer Kennedy, estate agents; and of Eric
Morley, of College Road, organiser of the Miss World beauty contests which attracted multimillion world wide television audiences. We extend our deepest sympathies to their families.

A Magnolia Campbelli has been planted in Bell Meadow between the foot of Gipsy Hill
and Dulwich Wood Avenue as a tribute to the work for the Society of Marjorie Campbell
who lives in Hexham Road. A previous specimen of the genus, first brought to Britain
from abroad by one of Marjorie's ancestors, was planted in the old graveyard ofDulwich
Village where, alas, it did not flourish. A better future is hoped for the latest example.

Stella Benwell
Chair, Trees Committee

W.UDEN & SONS LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 HOUR SERVICE
EST. 1881
DULWICH
CAMBERWELL
FOREST HILL
NEW CROSS
SIDCUP
PETTS WOOD
BIGGIN HILL

375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ
265 SOUTHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SE5 ?EN
126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS
109 NEW CROSS ROAD, NEW CROSS SE14 5DJ
64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA14 6DS
19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR51DF
186 MAIN ROAD, BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENT TN16 3BB

020 8693 1526
020 7703 3212
020 8693 4160
020 7639 0252
020 8300 2002
(01689) 822291
(01959) 573130

THE DULWICH SOCIETY GARDEN GROUP
The Garden Group has existed in Dulwich for many years due to a number of factors, not
least the enthusiasm of everyone involved and the time and hard work expended by our
chairman John, our secretary Sylvia and our garden organiser Clare, who produces a list of
some of the fine local gardens whose owners are willing to let us explore. Magnificent estates
and gardens surround London; most of them open to the public, and they offer a very pleasant
outing in the spring and summer.
This year, the Society ran a competition for the best white flower which attracted a
surprising number of entries and was so successful we considered making it an annual event.
The popularity of gardening - as demonstrated by many television programmes - is, I think,
something for which we must be very grateful. It provides a very relaxing alternative to working
in the City and even in suburbia provides welcome space around the house. For this we can
thank our forefathers, addicted, like their grandchildren, to watching plants grow and enjoying
the fine colours many of them provide.

Rodney Alexander
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STREET FURNITURE
The Stradella Conservation Area is not the only place where street furniture is
overcrowded. A short walk recently (between a quarter and a half a mile) along the South
Circular between College Road and Croxted Road produced some interesting, not to say
deplorable, statistics.
Those who travel westwards along the stretch of road are faced with no fewer than
50 assorted signs and other paraphernalia, conveying instructions and information often
repeated several times. The total, representing a sign of some kind, on average every 15
yards, is made up as follows:
Traffic lights
Red Route signs
Bus Stops
Keep left bollards
Direction signs
Cycle route signs
Miscellaneous

6
9
6
6
8
4
15

Travellers in an easterly direction face a slightly less intense barrage of information,
namely a total of 36 signs made up of:
Traffic lights
Red Route signs
Bus Stops
Keep left bollards
Direction signs
Cycle route signs
Miscellaneous

5
6
2
5
6
4
8

The following should be noted:
1. The totals do not include lamp standards ( 10 on the south side, eleven on the north)
or road names or signs painted on the road or footpaths.
2. The traffic lights include the absurdly located pedestrian crossing near the College
Road crossroads, and also a new crossing near West Dulwich Station which is not in
operation at the time of writing. When it is, it will doubtless add to the fury of drivers,
as it is located within 100 yards of the existing lights at Croxted Road.
3. The same information is in some cases provided several times over. For example
westbound drivers of long vehicles are told no less than four times that they are
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bound to encounter a low bridge. Three of these signs are located within a space
of 100 yards as one approaches the junction of Alleyn Park. The fourth is on the
bridge itself. What may be a fifth is an electric device currently being installed just
to the east of the first of the three existing signs near Alleyn Park. Presumably the
thinking is, with Browning, "one sure if the other fails".
4. Some of the clutter included under 'Miscellaneous' consists of metal poles without
signs, no doubt waiting until the authorities can think up a use for them.
5. Temporary portable signs (e.g. for road works) are not counted.
Drivers, especially foreign drivers (quite numerous on this road) who try to make
sure of the whole of this conglomeration of clutter will inevitably have their attention
distracted and be more, not less, likely to cause accidents. In practice when signs are so
numerous they tend to be ignored on the "cry wolf' principle. Quite apart from the
tendency to be disregarded, there is no doubt that they constitute an environmental
disfigurement.
When one adds to the eye-level picture the welter of coloured lines and patches on
the road itself (red, white, yellow and green) one is tempted to think that we have here
what the art critic now calls an "installation" and that the authorities, taking their cue
from Tracey Emin, plan to enter it for the Turner Prize. They might even win, in which
case the whole set-up could be transferred to the Tate Modern.

ilfichael Carey
2 Frank Dixon Way
S.E.21 7BB
Postcript: The above letter was written in August. Street clutter, like the Triffid, is a
living organism and the numbers reported may well have changed by the
time this Newsletter appears.
M.C.

FLYPOSTING EARLY FOR XMAS
At a loss to know what to do I felt a letter to you might find a sympathetic ear. Along
with many residents in West Dulwich I feel very angry with the people who are
responsible for the unending fly-posting in our area.
All the main traffic junctions in and around Lambeth and Southwark have these
tacky pieces of A2 size cards advertising various gigs, etc. These notices appear and
are changed every week on a regular basis. The worst offenders are the people who
run the Computer Fairs at the National Sports Centre, Crystal Palace.
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Their posters are huge AO size, four-feet by three feet, bright yellow and placed
very high on the lamp-posts are an eyesore to pedestrians and a dangerous and illegal
distraction to drivers and cyclists. At the time of writing we have four of these
monsters at the cross-roads Park Hall Road and South Croxted Road. They remain
there every week until someone comes along and changes the dates for the next fair.
On complaining to Lambeth Council about this scourge (although they appear also
in College Road, in the borough of Southwark), I was told that the highways
department had given their permission for the notices to be displayed on the grounds
that they were and, I quote, "directional". In other words, the posters have an arrow
on them pointing the way to the venue.

When the Mayor of Southwark was welcoming Her Majesty the Queen to the
newly re-opened Picture Gallery I wonder if this was the image of his borough which
he was proud to convey.

Mrs Jean M. Benn

Members of the local History Group of the Dulwich Society are researching brief
biographies of famous people associated with Dulwich for a future publication. The
names shortlisted and information on many of them has already been compiled.
To be included, subjects should have made some recognised contributions to local
or national life, should have lived in Dulwich for a significant period or had a strong
connection with the area, and should be dead. Attending one of the Dulwich schools
would not be sufficient reason on its own. Any suitable suggestions or offers of help
to carry out research would be welcomed.
Suggestions can be made to any member of the Local History Committee.

58 Park Hall Road
West Dulwich, S.E.21 8BW

Four large advertising banners on Dulwich Park railings earlier this year showed that
a general problem of lack of coordination continues within Southwark Council over
the authorization of notices and advertisements within the conservation area.
Southwark Council does not answer our objection to the four advertising banners
by writing that all but three were "completely Dulwich Country Fayre material". The
banner by the Queen Mary gate on Dulwich Common, South Circular, was removed
after protest by a local resident because it fronted a residential area.
Southwark Council does not (in answer to the Society's complaint) refer to the
conservation area although the whole of Dulwich Park is within one. There is also no
reference to the banner which remained outside the College Road gate, although this
too adjoins houses in the Village and fronts the estate pensioners' almshouses. Are
these somehow less important than the resident by the Queen Mary gate who objected.
The Park gates in College Road looked particularly shabby just at a time when the
Picture Gallery was celebrating its re-opening and had done its best to make its
entrance inviting to visitors. It was particularly bad luck that another truck should
have dislodged one of the gate pillars so soon after they had all been so carefully
replaced, and I was very glad earlier in the week to see a mobile crane repairing the
damage so promptly.
The gates were left, however, surrounded by ugly but no doubt functional steel batTiers,
a large Council notice placed in front of them, and a peeling advertisement banner making
the whole entrance, instead of the approach to a major London park, resemble the aftermath
of a home defeat at the grounds of a third division football stadium.
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W.P. Higman
Vice-Chairman
Dulwich Society

JUST WHO WAS WHO

Bernard Nurse
18 Ruskin Walk
S.E.24 9LZ
(020) 7386 1726

ALLEYNIA
I liked the idea of regular gossip column of local news, but expected that it would be
light-hearted and humourous. To my disappointment Edwina strikes an almost
uniformly sour note on almost every topic her pen touches even though the topics
may well be worth an airing.
Can Edwina change her spots or can you find another, more cheerful Edwina?

Ashley Raeburn C.B.E.
10 Rouse Gardens
Dulwich S.E.21 8AF
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MORE TRAFFIC FOR DULWICH
The Dulwich Society's efforts to restrict motor traffic through the area is not helped
by knowledge of plans to pull clown two-thirds of Dulwich Hospital and build 250
executive homes, and on Dulwich Hamlet's open space permit a Homebase and a new
Leisure Centre. Governors and head teachers of James Allen's Girls' School and the
neighbouring Charter School have not, however, been informed of this horrendous
threat to increase daily local traffic flow by an estimatd 2,000 vehicle movements per
day, contrary to the views of the Dulwich Society.
Yet these schools are trying to restrict putting clown and picking up scholars from
their classes by car.

80 FT MAST OVER DULWICH
The Society is to object to the proposal of One20ne, the mobile phone company, to
erect a 24.2 metre (80-ft) telecommunications mast on railway land at the corner of
Half Moon Lane and Reel Post Hill.
As Mr Bruce Caller of East Dulwich Grove, one of many protesters, says, "The
site, directly opposite North Dulwich Station, is very prominent, and the proposed
mast would be a massive intrusion into a pleasant residential locality. Being very
much the tallest object in the area it would be highly visible to large numbers of
people. In particular it would present a visual affront to every person using North
Dulwich Station. I note that the application does not include any study of the
visual impact of the proposal on the surrounding area. Nor does it present any
evidence that the applicant has considered the possibility of using other, less
intrusive sites."
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