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September 
For Dulwich Festival Events see centre pages. 

Until September 28: 

September 1 until 

September 5: 

Sunday, September 7: 

Stephen Cox's contemporary sculptures, Dulwich Picture 

Gallery. 

Pedal passe: 8-16 year old eyeing school Herne Hill 
Stadium. (Contact Southwark Leisure Services, 0171-525 

1540). 

Friends of Norwood Cemetery. Paul Graham on legal and 

criminal figures buried there. Main Gate, 2.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 24: Ten-week course, Introduction To Wild Flowers by Dr June 

Friday, October 3: 

Thursday, October 9: 

Saturday, October 18: 

Wednesday, November 5 
until January 18, 1988: 
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Chalfield, South London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood 
Road, SE24. 9AQ, Every Wednesday, 7-9 p.m. (Contact 

Judy Marshall, 0171-326 1362.) 

October 
Dulwich Society Trees Sub-committee: The Primeval Forest 

of Poland. Talk by Matthew Frith, London Wildlife Trust, St 
Faith's Centre, Redpost Hill, SE24. 8 p.m. This is the largest 
remaining area of the ancient woodland that once covered 

Europe home to bison, white-tailed eagles and all the 
European woodpeckers. 

Hans Holbein in England. DDAFAS lecture by Mrs Angela 

Cox (National Portrait Gallery and V. & A. lecturer). JAGS, 
7.30 p.m. ,,. 

Friends of Norwood Cemetery. Brian Bloice on Henry 
Tate's art legacy. Chatsworth Road Baptist Church, West 

Norwood, SE27. 2.30 p.m. 

November 
Tom Phillips RA, Drawing To A Conclusion exhibition. 

Dulwich Picture Gallery. 

Thursday, November 13: Hiroshige - Poet Of The Japanese Landscape. DDAFAS 
lecture by Laurence Smith, British Museum. JAGS, 7.30 p.m. ,,. 

Friday, November 14: Dulwich Society. Archives Films Of Dulwich and Crystal 
Palace from London Films Archive. St Faith's Centre, Red Post 
Hill, SE24. 8 p.m. 

December 
Wednesday, December 3: Ten week course. Trees by Helen Ferminger and Jon Riley, 

South London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood Road, SE24, 
9AQ. Every Wednesday 7-9 p.m. Until December 31 (Then 
see January 7 entry.) 

Friday, December 5: Dulwich Society Christmas Party, St. Faith's Centre, Red Post 
Hill, SE24. 8 p.m. 

Thursday, December 11: DDAFAS lecture, Camille Pissaro at the Crystal Palace, by 
Nicholas Reed, Impressionist author. JAGS, 7.30 p.m. ,,. 

Wednesday, January 7: 

1998 
January 

Last five weeks of course on Trees by Helen Ferminger and 
Jon Riley, every Wednesday, 7-9 p.m. venue changes to 
Wildlife Centre, East Dulwich, SE22. (Contact Judy 
Marshall, 0171-326 1362). 

,,. Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society monthly lectures illustrated with 
slides are held on the second Thursday of each month at James Allen's Girls' School 
(JAGS) 8 p.m. unless otherwise stated. Coffee and biscuits, 7.30 p.m. Visitors £4, 
students 50p. 
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lRAllORTIA 
Open for Lunch 12 noon to 2.45pm 

OPEN MONDAY To SATURDAY 12 NOON TO 2.45PM & 6.30PM-11PM 

7 Croxted Road, West Dulwich, London SE21 8SZ 
Tel: 0181 -670 4444 Fax: 0181 -670 4444 

5 P T z I DISPENSING OPTICIANS 
z We pride ourselves on both the quality and breadth of our service. I 
§ We can meet all your ocular requirements from spectacles to prescription gz 
ffi swimming goggles, taking in along the way the full range of contact 
"' lenses, sports glasses, accessories and both NHS and private eye testing. 
~ Visit us for a clearer view of your optical needs. 

! 
() 

29 DULWICH VILLAGE, SE2 I 7BN 
for appointments and enquiries 

Tel: 0181 299 0230 fax: 0181 693 9986 
- EASY PARKING -

idOOf aNno:l!L NONDIAc!H:) NOllaNc!El NlffD! NIAlYJ INVWl!V O!Dl!OID 
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SCHEME OF MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS 
In early April the Dulwich Estate Trustees undertook to the Leasehold Valuation 

Tribunal to produce a draft agreement with the amenity societies, to make the Scheme 

Advisory Committee function more effectively. On April 30, the General Manager 

of the Estate produced a paper which concluded there was little need for change. We 

considered this was inadequate to cover the principle of accountability to residents which 

we wish to establish. 

We then produced our own draft to give more purpose and structure to the Advisory 

Committee. The Trustees' chairman refused to even discuss it with us. On May 23 the 

Trustees sent a revised memorandum to the Tribunal without further reference to the 

amenity societies. We did not even see a copy until June 4. 

Frequency of Meetings 
The revised memorandum now requires the Advisory Committee to meet as a matter 

of course three times a year. Any committee member may invite the chairman to call a 

further meeting or meetings. At present, the managers are only obliged to convene 

committee meetings twice a year. 

Budget and accounts 
At the beginning of each calendar year, the managers will give the committee a 

proposed budget for the following financial year (beginning April 1) for discussion and 

recommendation. In autumn, managers will produce a half-yearly report, with an estimate 

of financial outcome for the whole year. 

Annual accounts will be submitted to the committee. We have asked that these 

should include detailed comparison with budget and show comparison with the preceding 

year. 

The committee will be invited to approve surveyors nominated by the managers. 

The Trustees have asked the tribunal to allow their surveyor to propose any changes to the 

basis on which freeholders are charged under the Scheme. If any change is proposed, 

the committee should have a full opportunity of considering it and making recommenda

tions. 

Sale of freeholds 
Notice will be given to the committee of any change to the present policy that freeholds 

on the Estate will not be sold without bringing them within the Scheme. Notice will also 

be given of any individual exceptions to this policy. 
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Planning and design guidelines 
Trustees have compiled a new set of Scheme guidelines for specific applications by 

freeholders. These will help Scheme administration, improve consistency in conservation 

policy. These guidelines will be made more widely known. 

Responses to representations 
At the request of the amenity societies, the Trustees have agreed to give written 

replies, with reasons, when any representations or complaints relating to requirements or 

breaches under the Scheme are not satisfied. 

Confidentiality 
A 1986 committee decision required that the minutes of committee decisions were 

to be confidential in principle, although individual members remain free to use their 

discretion about releasing such information to third parties. The societies will continue 

to see how this works in practice. While individuals parties' confidence should be 

respected general principles and rulings should not be concealed merely because they are 

embarrassing. Residents should know the application of rules to which they are subject. 

Objects and procedures 
Nowhere in the Scheme are the Advisory Committee's objects, structure and 

procedures set out. By inference the committee's object is to advise managers how to 

preserve the amenities of the estate for the common benefit. The trustees allow it is open 
to the committee to raise any business within the scope of the Scheme. The societies claim 

that any matter which concerns the Trustees' management of the Estate, affecting its 

amenities for the common benefit, is the proper concern of the committee. 

Structure 
There is nothing in the Scheme to determine who should be Chairman of the Advisory 

Committee. The deputy chairman of the trustees, who will normally become their next 

chairman, had been by convention ex-officio Chairman of the advisory committee. The 

committee could equally well vote to appoint its own. 
We feel all these matters should be addressed. From the Trustees' response we shall 

decide whether we can improve the managers' accountability to residents through the 

Advisory Committee without making our own application to the Tribunal. The Tribunal's 

rulings on the Estate Trustees' own principal applications are not yet known. 
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Bill Higman 
Chairman, Dulwich Society 

PALATIAL BOTTLENECK 
Many residents of Dulwich, particularly those living on through roads, are very con

cerned about the development proposals of Bromley Council for the Crystal Palace. 

Particularly the aim to attract four million people a year to the redeveloped site. The 

principal entrance and exit to the Palace will be on the Parade opposite the top of College 

Road, vehicles being guided round a large roundabout aided by traffic signals. 

Past experience makes it obvious that the majority of visitors to the Palace will come 

from a central London source rather than the Kent and Surrey side and the vast majority 

of them will use Dulwich Wood Road to the Gipsy Hill roundabout and other roads 

through the Dulwich Estate in this order of preferential easy access: Fountain Drive to the 

Toll Gate; Sydenham Hill to Lordship Lane; and the others then via Westwood Hill to 

Catford and Lewisham; Crystal Palace Park Road to Penge and Beckenham; Anerley Hill 

to Eimers End; Church Road to Croydon; and Westow Hill to West Norwood and 

Streatham. 

Motorists who find there is no room or are disinclined to park in the Palace's 900 space 

roof top car park on the proposed Palace complex will no doubt park the closest to the 

Palace, on Fountain Drive, Sydenham Hill and other Dulwich Estate roads. 

The mathematics of transport are that of the four million annual visitors, an under

estimated thirty-five per cent (according to Bromley) will travel by car. Some will contain 

only the drive1; but assuming two to a car there will be 210,000 cars per annum, three to 

a car 140,000 and four to a car 105,000. Of course, they will not be spread evenly over 

365 days a year but Saturdays, Sundays, Bank Holidays and other days of huge attractions 

will ensure horrendous traffic jams. Anyone who has attended a Crystal Palace concert 

bowl function will know that it already takes the best part of an hour to leave the car park 

and join the normal heavy traffic passing the Palace. 

The 3,680,000 or 65 per cent not travelling by car (again according to Bromley) will 

travel by public transport provided solely by Crystal Palace (Low Level) station and a bus 

terminus at the Palace. Even with the width of the Palace Parade at the moment, motorists 

find it difficult to negotiate their way around the buses. 

Asked about the traffic infrastructure, Bromley shows only alterations or improve

ments within the Palace grounds. No reference is made to the widening of existing 

external roads (or alteration to property) outside the Palace boundaries. And a distin

guished firm of accountants, experts in such projects, warned Bromley Council that their 

plan for the Palace redevelopment would fail if there was no transport infrastructure. 

Bromley's answer is to spend £5 million on improvements all on the internal parkland. 
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This compares poorly with £58 million on the leisure centre on Crystal Palace Parade, 

£790,000 on the concert bowl, £38 million on the Sports Centre, and £35 million on the 

Victorian gardens. 

The Dulwich Society believes the Crystal Palace site is overdue for regeneration but 

these plans with their devastating effect on the amenities of neighbouring residents is inde

fensible. And Bromley's answer - that traffic in the surrounding roads is the responsiblity 

of the surrounding boroughs, is to say the least unhelpful. The Society believes, therefore, 

that the Minister for the Environment should "call in" the plans and conduct a public 

inquiry. The Crystal Palace Campaign against this redevelopment has made a similar 

demand and added that the local residents should be offered a referendum. These two 

proposals were put to a Campaign meeting at the Queen's Hotel, Church Road, Crystal 

Palace, on July 16 and only five people in an audience of more than 650, including many 

Dulwich residents, voted against. The Dulwich Society supports these demands. 

Correspondence on this matter will be found in the Letters To The Editor on Page 29. 

Tom Phillips, RA, is a composer, poet and commentator upon art as well as a painter 

and maker of books. His work thrives on wry allusion and cross-reference. He is a life

long South Londoner, born in Clapham in 1937 and his sixtieth birthday this year is the 

occasion for this exhibition. He moved to Peckham in 1961 and still lives and works there 

surrounded by African sculpture. His exhibition Africa: the Art of a Continent was a 

recent Royal Academy blockbuster. 

Drawing To A Conclusion, the exhibition at Dulwich Picture Gallery, highlights his 

adventures in drawing and collage in recent years. These works take us from abstraction 

through rhythmic portrayals of music to pure portaiture in a series of large drawings of 

composer Sir Harrison Birtwistle and of his current sitter Simon Callow. 

On a more intimate scale, A Dante Diary traces the story of his involvement with 

The Inferno which he translated, illustrated and co-directed for Channel 4 television. 

This ranges from collaged impressions of travel to a ribald commentary on the follies of 

the television world. 

Calligraphy, musical notation, the world of words and humour are never far from his 

work and his treated book A Humu111ent, eternally revised, has remained in print for a 

quarter of a century and reappears this Autumn. 

At the South London Gallery, Peckham Road, an exhibition entitled Sacred and 

Profane (October 22 - November 23) shows his new work on the themes of feminism and 

religion, via quilts and wire sculptures made of words. 
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K .. A .. Jeffries & Company 
Chartered Accountants 

18 Melbourne Grove 
East Dulwich, SE22 SRA 

Tel: 0181 693 4145 Fax: 0181 299 0326 
Local Firm of Chartered Accountants. Operating in East Dulwich from 1996 

Deals with general financial matters of small and family businesses 

General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax Planning and VAT 

Approved by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for investment advice 
and registered Auditors 

Have been Honorary Auditors of the Dulwich Society from 
its inception in 196 7 

Question Air 

Women's and 
Men's Wear 

85-87 DULWICH VILLAGE, LONDON SE21 7JB 
TELEPHONE: 0181 299 4252 

Labels include: 
Issey Myake • Ghost • Shirin Guild • Betty Jackson 

G-Gigli • Paul Smith • Nicole Farhi 
Joseph • Alley Capellino • Patrick Cox 

Wannabe • Stephane Kelian 
Christian La Croix 
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~ BEDKNOBS ., 
58 Glengat'l'Y Road, East Dulwich, London SE22 SQD 

Our small family run Guest House offers 
excellent accommodation in friendly 

surroundings. 
Whether coming to the area for business 
or pleasure, you need look no further for 

a place to stay. 
We will gladly accommodate your visiting 

friends and relatives. 
Enquiries welcome 

Tel: 0181-299 2004 
Fax: 0181-693 5611 

English Tourist Board Listed & Commended 
British Tourist Authority 

London B&B Award 1992 
AAQQQ rated RAC Listed 
The Which? Hotel Guide 1997 

THE VILLAGER RESTAURANT 
AT DULWICH'S FINEST INN 
Open daily for lunches 12 - 2.30pm 

Evenings Monday-Saturday 6 - 10pm 

Traditional Sunday roast served 
from 12 noon to 3pm 

DULWICH SUITE 
Premier venue for wedding receptions, 
banquets & buffets. Ideal for business 
seminars, training and presentations 
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73 DULWICH VILLAGE 

LONDON SE21 7BJ 
Tel: 0181 -693 2466 

Allied Domecq Leisure 

SPENCER 
l(ENNEDY 

Estate Agents 

Residential Sales 
and Lettings 

1c Calton Avenue 
Dulwich Village 

Tel: 0181 693 7835 
Fax: 0181 299 0642 

Exclusive 18+ 
fashion for the 
discerning lady 

Maximus 
33 Dulwich Village 
Tel: 0181 299 6761 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
Southwark Council are planning four sports pitches on Pynners Sports Ground, 

formerly Wilson's Grammar School Sports Ground, next to Dulwich Mead, on the South 

Circular with a rebuilt two-storey pavilion and a 50 vehicle car park. 

Another estate agent has taken the empty premises of 39 Dulwich Village. 

Flats to be built in the garden of Beltwood, the historic house next to the Dulwich 

Wood House public house on Sydenham Hill, have been approved. 

Approval for anti-burglar bars on the east windows of Christ's Chapel is being sought. 

Dulwich Leisure Centre, 45 East Dulwich Road, is to be refurbished. 

Developers have submitted three alternative proposals for five or six houses on the 

expanded Woodyard/Dulwich Park site. Dulwich Society and the Friends of Dulwich Park 

are making suggestions as to how best money obtained from the sale of Park land for this 

development can be spent improving the Parle 

Following the threat to the historic oak tree on the Alleyn Park railway embankment 

site next to the Post Office sorting office, Dulwich Estate has agreed that all trees are to 

be protected in future even when outside the conservation area. 

IMPROVING THE VILLAGE 
Dulwich Society held a useful meeting at the Dulwich Village School on July 21 to give 

the public a chance to say how they would like to see £100,000 spent on improving the 

Village with particular reference to guiding more visitors towards the Dulwich Picture 

Gallery. Councillors Michelle Pearce and Toby Eckersley attended and council officers 

answered questions and invited comments and suggestions from residents to be sent to 

Jeff Hopwood, Regeneration and Environment Department, Southark Council, Portland 

Street, London, SEl 7 2ES. 

Among the many subjects discussed were poor street lighting masked by unpruned 

trees, whether or not there are too many "attraction" signs already in the village, 

including gaudy and unsuitable adverts for Park functions, whether the street signs should 

be traditional black and white rather than turquoise and at waist to chest high rather than 

overhead. 

Officials were asked to take into account the cost of essential and regular main

tenance. The grass verge within white chained posts outside Barclay's Bank is uncut and 

overgrown, litter abounds and to the north of the village some white posts are 11011-

matching, wrongly sited, missing or with chains broken. 
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WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
The British Home For Incurables 

The British Home and Hospital For Incurables has had close links with Dulwich ever 

since the opening of the "new" building more than 100 years ago. Boys from Dulwich 

College are regular visitors, giving their time as volunteers and joining many others 

from 1the community who help in a wide variety of non-clinical tasks. But what is this 

archaically named establishment and what is its history? 

History 
Victorian philanthropists did not prevaricate when they established charities. A name 

had to tell the world what the need was and what they were addressing. One of BHHI's 

founder's other establishments was called The Asylum For Idiots, so perhaps a Home 

for Incurables was relatively unremarkable. However, to modern ears the honest word 

"incurables" carries overtones of hopelessness and despair, and indeed the previous 

slogan - "Helpless, Homeless and Hopeless" - has not been used for many generations. 

But many clinical conditions still have no cure and the British Home and Hospital for 

Incurables still provides specialist care as it has done since 1861. 

Formed after a split amongst the Executive Commiteee of the Home for Incurables (the 

rump of what became the Royal Hospital & Home at Putney) the BHHI started life at 

Clapham, but after 30 years outgrew its leased premises and took the bold step of 

commissioning the design and construction of a purpose built hospital on the "breezy" 

heights of Streatham, at Crown Dale close to the top of Knight's Hill. 

Royals and residents 
The present building was formally opened by the Princess of Wales (later Queen 

Alexandra) in 1894, had a new wing added in 1912 and recently added it most modern 
extension - a wing of 48 single rooms, each with an en suite shower and WC, a nurse 
tutor's department, residents recreation area and shop - and a much enlarged physio
therapy department. 

A most recent profile of residents (not patients) shows the most common diagnosis to 
be Mulitple Sclerosis (33 per cent), followed by stroke (22 p.c.), brain damage (18 p.c.), 
Parkinson's disease (seven per cent) and a variety of other conditions, including Motor 
Neurone Disease. Ages range from early 20s to mid 80s and a predominance of men 
(54:46). 

The philosophy of BHHI has always been the provision of quality of life and amongst 

the very wide range of activities available to residents are a craft workshop, art room, 
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indoor bowling, gardening group, music appreciation classes, language lessons, cookery 

and almost any hobby which they wish to follow. Visits to the theatre, opera or places of 

interest are regular events and a dedicated team of volunteers are always ready to help 

residents in any way. 

The Home's integral chapel and concert hall each provide their own particular 

dimension of daily life at BHHI. 

Help needed 
Health care purchasers and Social Services Departments provide partial sponsor

ship for many of BHHI residents, but that funding falls short of the full cost of the 

care provided. The Home therefore needs donations and legacies from suppporters 

to continue its work for chronically sick and disabled people. If you would like to help 

BHHI continue its work, either as a volunteer or financially, or to have more information, 

please get in touch with me. 

• The complete plumbing & 
heating service 

• Boiler servicing 
• Drain clearance 
• Corgi registered 
• 7 day service 365 days a year 
• Free estimates & heating 

design service 
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted 
• 24-hour emergency service 

0 181-299 3 5 I I 
13 BEW COURT, LORDSHIP LANE, SE22 

Charles Spottiswoode 
BHHI, 

Crown Lane, Streatham, SW16 3JB 

Tel: 0181-670 8261 

FOR fHAF IPEflAL OltAIIOII 
WE CAN SUPPLY 

GLORIOUS CROWN ROAST 
SADDLE. OF LAMB 

GUARDS OF HONOUR 
FRENCH TRIM CUTLETS 

STUFFED CUSHION OF LAMB 
FRESH VENISON 

PRIME. SCOTCH BEE.F 
AND LOTS MORE 

Tel: 0 181-161 00 18 
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The Famous 

Traditional Fish & Chips 

WINNER OF THE 
FISH & CHIP SHOP 

OF THE YEAR 
COMPETITION IN 

GREATER LONDON 
AS AWARDED BY 

6 9 Norwood Road, 
Herne Hill, 

London SE24 9 AA 
(Opp. Brockwell Park) 

Open: Monday - Saturday 
11.30am - 10.30pm 

PARTY ORDERS OUR SPECIALITY 
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DULWICH 
CRAFT FAIR 

exerciee your 
judgment - we did I 

The Dulwich Craft Fairs are 
some of the few, the very few, 
in the entire UI( that use and 
independent jury of highly 
qualified craftworkers, artists 
and lecturers to select the 
best that U I( crafts have 
to offer. 

This selection means we 
show the public not only the 
highest quality in craft skill 
and attention to detail but 
creativity and design flair 
second to none. 

Come and judge for 
yourself 

22nd November 1997 
I J December 1997 

St .. Barnabas Hall 
Dulwich Village 
10am to 5pm 

'(, 

VISUAL ARTS MUSIC 
POETRY 

JAZZ 
FAMILY 

DRAMA 
WALI(S 

OPERA 
TALI(S FILM 

CHILDREN 

Sunday, September 14 
to Sunday September 21 
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Sunday, September 14: 

Family: Party In The Parle Free entertainment children's activities, bandstand music, 
art and craft sale. Dulwich Parle 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Music: Dulwich Youth Orchestra, Conductor: Tim Hewitt-Jones. St John's Chruch, 
Goose Green, 7p.m., S.E.22. 

Poetry: Moochin' Round Town, Upstairs East Dulwich Tavern, 1 Lordship Lane, 
8 p.m for 8.30. 

Wednesday, September 17: 

Illustrated talk: Southwark: London's Oldest Borough by Mary Boast local historian 
and archivist. St John's Church, Goose Green, 7.30 p.m. £2 (£1 concessions). 

Drama: Dulwich Players present The Last Yankee by Arthur Miller. East Dulwich 
Tavern, 1 Lordship Lane, 8.30 p.m. 

Thursday, September 18: 

Music: Piano Recital, Young-Choon Park, Dulwich Picture Gallery, 8 p.m. 

Film: Dulwich Paradiso Film Society: Looking For Richard, Check venue. 8.30 p.m. 

Drama: Dulwich Players, The Last Yankee, by Arthur Miller. Upstairs East Dulwich 
Tavern, 1 Lordship Lane, 8.30 p.m. 

Friday, September 19: 

Dancing: Kingswood House, Kingswood Est, Afternoon Tea Dance. 1.30 - 3.30 p.m. 

Visual Arts: Scenes of Duhuich Past, Christ's Chapel, College Road, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Dance: Flamenco Express. spectacular dance, song and passion. Wine and tapas in 
the interval. Dulwich College, Edward Alleyn Hall. 8 p.m. 

Music: St Barnabas Choir and Organ Recital with William McVicker. St Barnabas 
Church, 8 p.m. 

Music: Lonnigan's Skiffle Group, Upstairs East Dulwich Tavern, 1 Lordship Lane. 
8.30 p.m. 

Saturday, September 20: 

Visual Arts: Scenes of Dulwich Past. Christ's Chapel, College Road. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Visual Arts: Photographic Exhibition: England Today, by Hernan Huergo, South 
American photographer and local resident. St Barnabas Church, 11 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. 
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Saturday, September 20: 

Visual Arts: Scenes of Dulwich Past, Christ's Chapel, College Road, 10 a.m. to 

5 p.m. 

Visual Arts: England Toda)~ St Barnabas Centre, Calton Avenue. 11 a.m. to 
4.30 p.m. 

Talk: Murderous Neighbours, by Brian McConnell, local author, ex-cnme 
and Old Bailey reporter. St Barnabas Centre, 11.30 a.m. 

Visual arts: Mural unveiling of 1997 Dulwich Festival work created by 
Dulwich High School For Boys pupils. North Dulwich station, 12 noon. 
Family Fun Day, Crown and Greyhound garden, Dulwich Village. 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Music: Dulwich Youth Music, All Saints' Church, Lovelace Road entrance. 
2.30 p.m. 

Music: Cello Recital by Ben Lasserson, St. Stephen's Church, College Road, 7.30 p.m. 

Music/Theatre: We'll Gather Lilacs In The Spring Again. The Right Company 
present songs and excerpts from Ivor Novella's 1940s hit musicals, cocktails 
beforehand. Edward Alleyn Hall, Dulwich College. 8 p.m. 

Comedy: Graham Norton, Milton Jones, Mark Thomas, East Dulwich Tavern, 
1 Lordship Lane. 8 p.m. for 9 p.m. 

Sunday, September 21: 

Visual Arts: Scenes From Duliuich Past, Christ's Chapel, College Road. 11.30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

Family: Sunday On The Rye: Peckham Rye/Colyton Road, 12 noon to 3 p.m. 

Family: Peckham Rye Walk with Brian Green, local historian. Meet corner Peckham 
Rye and Colyton Road 2.30 p.m. 

Music: London Pro-Arte Brass Ensemble. St Barnabas Church, 7.30 p.m. 

Opera: A Laugh At The Opera by Hatstand Opera, a big 1997 Covent Garden 
Festival hit. Edward Alleyn Hall, Dulwich College, 7.30 p.m. 

Poetry: 1997 International Poetry Competition prizegiving. Upstairs, Crown and 
Greyhound, Dulwich Village, 8 p.m. 

Please note: This issue of the Newsletter went to press before the Dulwich Festival 
programme was finalised. Please check events with up to date notices or ring Valerie 

Thorncroft, 0181-299 1011. 
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SIMMO S GAINSFORD 
7110 Chandos Street, London W1M OLN 

Tel No: 017144 7 9000 Fax: 0171 44 7 9001 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 
REGISTERED AUDITORS 

We also proved a full range of taxation services 
and specialise in business development 

Local Partner, Anup Dalal 

Tel No: 0181 299 4430 

EAGLE CARS (C.P.) LTD CRYSTAL PALACE 
Eagle Cars 

18 

122a Church Road, Upper Norwood, 
London SE19 2UG 

Telephone: 0181 653 6000 
(24 hours) 

20 M.P.H. HAMLETS ZONE 
Traffic calming measures have now been introduced in Burbage Road and nearby 

roads. Southwark Council will be making the area to the west of Dulwich Village a 20 

m.p.h. zone. This will take place in September or October. The entrances to the area will 

be designated with the same logo - the traditional Dulwich white posts and black chains 

- as the Court area on the other side of Dulwich Village and with the name "Hamlets 

area." 
The Court area speed limit has substantially reduced injuries on the roads and we hope 

the same will happen in the new Hamlets area. 

We are sure that Dulwich Society members will respect the reduced speed limit. To 

encourage others to do likewise, please display a sticker on your car window. We have 

some supplies of the sticker which will be distributed with our Newsletter a couple of years 

ago. We will be enclosing stickers with a copy of the Newsletter for members living in 

the Hamlets area. If you live outside this area and would like a sticker please ring me on 

0181-693 2618. 

CYCLING 
In our June issue we reported cycle parking racks being installed throughout the area. 

These racks seem to be well used. They appear to encourage people to use their cycles 

by showing that provision is made for secure cycle parking at shops, etc. To enable more 

people to switch from cars to cycles for short journeys, Southwark Council is planning 

more cycle lanes and cycle safety features. Some of these are already in place, such as the 

lane in Fountain Drive, the advanced cycle stop lines at the traffic lights in Village Way and 

the protective islands in Townley Road. Some are still only sign-posted. 

Dulwich is on two of the main London Cycle Network (LCN) routes. One of these is 

the north/south route from Crystal Palace northwards to central London. The other is the 

South London Parkway route, running from Brockwell Park eastwards through Dulwich 

to Peckham Rye and beyond. This will pass through the traffic calmed areas in Dulwich 

and the proposed traffic calmed area in the Barry Road part of East Dulwich. Work to 

improve both these routes is planned. 

In addition to these routes, the Council hopes to open up a pedestrian and cycling 

path eastwards to Sainsbury's from Greendale (near the site of the former observatory and 

to the present Bessemer Grange School). This would use an old path, shown on early nine

teenth century maps but now overgrown. 
Alastair Hanton, Chair, 

Traffic and Transport Committee. 
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For the best in Autumn reading 

ld Calton Avenue, Dulwich Village, 
London SE21 7DE 

Telephone: 0181-693 2808 

Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness 
sessions 

A S S O C 
During the Easter, Summer & 

Winter holidays Sports Experience 
day camps & courses are available 
for 4 - 14 year olds to enjoy and 
experience various multi-activities 

SPORTS CLUB 
AHeyn's School · Dulwich - SE2Z 8SU 
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Alleyn's Sports Club is set in 
exclusive grounds with excellent 

modern sports facilities. 
The centre has a 25m. indoor 

heated swimming pool, sports hall, 
gym, two multi-purpose halls; 

tennis courts, cricket nets. 

Activities include: aerobics/step; 
badminton; scuba diving; table 

tennis; basketball; karate; 
gymnastics; trampolining; ballet & 

tap classes. 

and sports. 
Surrey League Competitive 

Badminton is played at the club. 
Spaces are available for male and 

female players 
Massage + physiotherapy also 

available 

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club -
Your know it's good for you! 

Alleyn's Sports Club, Townley Road, Dulwich 

Tel: 0181 693 971 .S 

OUTING TO OXFORD 
After a drive through both heavy rain and traffic, some forty members of the Garden 

Group reached Oxford - first the University of Oxford Botanical Gardens, opposite 

Magdalen College, and then on to Waterperry Garden. But first the rains stopped, the sun 

shone and we spent more than an hour (far too short) enjoying the amazing diversity of 

the Oxford Botanical Garden. It is the oldest botanical garden in the country and still 

provides plant material for teaching and research within the University. The over-riding 

theme of the collection is to show the sheer diversity of plant life. Apart from detailed 

collections of herbs and "economic" plants (plants for food and industry) there is the 

national collection of Euphorbias, a Fernery, a Tropical Lily house, an Orchid house, etc., 

etc. In all, ninety per cent of the world's plants are represented. 

A twenty minute drive brought us to Waterperry and lunch. Here were more than 80 

acres of trees, shrubs and gardens with magnificent herbacious borders, formal gardens 

and a rose garden. During a short period of drizzle we found our way to a Saxon church 

in the grounds and then to a very fine craft shop where my wife "fell" for a pot! 

Both gardens are excellent and well worth a visit. For us the indifferent weather was a 

bonus - we had both gardens almost to ourselves. 

John Ward 
Chairman, Garden Group 

ANGEL PELARGONIUMS (GERANIUMS) 
Pelargoniums are of the order Gernaceae - so also are the hardy garden Geraniums 

which we grow as perennials in our parks and gardens, hence the confusion of nomen

clature. 
Pelargoniums are half hardy plants from South Africa. They are amiable plants to grow 

as they will tolerate harsh treatment but they will not stand frost. A grower I spoke to 

recently advised me to "treat them hard," i.e. do not coddle or overwater them if in pots; 

they seem to thrive on a few days' drought! - and appear to flower more readily. 

There are many varieties of Pelargonium, the scarlet bedding plants in our parks and 

gardens are zonal Pelargoniums (although they are commonly called Geraniums). Then 

there are regal Pelargoniums, ivy leaved plants, dwarfs, miniatures, coloured leaved 

varieties, scented leaved and finally Angels, which have only recently "taken on." 

Angel Pelargoniums were first listed in the 1820s. A breede1; Mr Langley Smith, 

worked on these and in 1935 produced a variety called Catford Belle (he lived in Catford) 
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with blooms of mauve, pink and deep maroon. This was followed by a variety, Mr H. G. 

Smith, white flowers with pink markings, a compact floriforous plant. Over the past 60 

years, many varieties have been added; some of them received "Awards of Merit" from 

the Royal Horticultural Society. The flowers are like pansies and if deadheaded will con

trive to bloom all summer in varying shades of white, mauve and maroon; no red flowers 

have yet been created, but breeders are working on a pink one. 

If you have read so fa1; you will no doubt wish to try your luck by studying a catalogue 

of a "Geranium" nursery, who will supply cuttings in the autumn. When these are 

received, put them in 3 inch pots in peat based compost; water sparingly and keep 

them in a light frost free position - growth will be evident in the early spring with buds 

appearing in May or perhaps before. I use John Innes No 2 for repotting, but it must be 

fresh. This contains sufficient fertiliser for three months, when a tomato fertiliser my be 

given to encourage the blooms. 

It is not really difficult to grow them if you keep the snails and white fly at bay. 

Try them and see. The flowers that bloom in the spring, tra la! 

94 Park Hall Road 
West Dulwkh 

SE218BW 

ESTATE AGENTS 
& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

22 

II\ 
~ Assoc. of Residential 

Letting Agents 

0181 670 8000 

]. B. Robinson 

All Building, Maintenance 
and Repairs 

• General Alterations 

• Bathrooms & Bedrooms 

• Electrical & Plumbing 

• Roofing & External Works 

• Plastering & Decorating 

• All Insurance Work 

Call now for a 
free estimate 

0171-820 0935 

DULWICH PROPERTY DOWNGRADE 
Dulwich residence is now less desirable where house martens are concerned. No 

colonies have been found at three former sites and at the sole remaining site numbers are 

down. Our garden birds hold their own pretty well, song thrush and blackbird delighting 

us with their singing. Young woodpeckers with their prominent red crowns may be accom

panied by an adult and turn up in any garden to forage on tree trunks and ant nests in 

lawns. Probably an annual visitor though seldom reported, a cuckoo was seen and heard 

on May 9 and lesser whitethroat song noted in June. This latter bird no longer holds in 

our area the significance of a few years ago. Blackheaded gulls timed their annual return 

to coincide with the mass emergence of flying ants. 

When asked about frogs on his East Dulwich lawn, the owner said " ... no frogs, 

no snails, no slugs, only hedgehogs." Half a mile away a similar tale of a hedgehog on 

regular nightly patrol over an average sized lawn free of gastropods where two years ago 

the snail count was 80. In July, two young hedgehogs, one dead and the other dying, were 

victims of fox or domestic pet. Further reports spread over Dulwich suggest a remarkable 

comeback by this animal or an increase of interest among members. Both reasons are 

equally welcome. 

Foxes 

Two reports within hours of each other are the first Dulwich records of the long estab

lished fox habit of moving eggs some distance to cache them against later consumption. 

One was from a domestic hen and therefore no clue to the spot where it was grabbed by 

the fox. The second was from the nest of a Canada goose likely situated by Mill Pond or 

in Belair. The latter site would have required crossing the South Circular. 

No colour prejudice among squirrels. Over the years, whites have made sporadic 

appearances. Now a black has joined us. Members must decide for themselves why most 

squirrels are grey. Turning to bats, there are two localities reporting pipistrelles whilst 

Daubenton seekers may well be rewarded by a visit to Sunray toward dusk on a warm day 

as the water radiates heat and attracts flying insects. 

A brief glimpse of a tailless mammal may point to a muntjac. Look out for the little 

deer when flower heads disappear overnight. 

Butterflies 

For butterflies, the year to mid-July has been disappointing. An early flush of small 

tortoiseshell, holly blue and orange tip yielded to adverse weather and little was seen until 

early July. Whites were on the wing though never settling enough to be sure of the 
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species. A more encouraging picture may unfold when in October members send in the 

record sheets - distributed with the March Newsletter - to our butterfly recorder at her 

address in the directory inset in the June Newsletter for her to complete our files before 

forwarding to Dr Vickery of Butterfly Conservation. 

Reports of stag beetles, both greater and lesser, are few yet spread throughout the area. 

Outside, there are more encouraging reports, abundant in Forest Hill and Crystal Palace 

park. 

Fungi (agaricus sylvaticus) and parasol mushrooms appeared early July. They may 

still be in your garden and, after checking against your reference book, enjoyed via the 

kitchen. 

Thanks are registered to the helpful park rangers, members and non-members 

whose contributions enable us to begin to glimpse a little of the interesting nature life 

that Dulwich has to offer. 

Owls 
Mention must be made of the excellent tradition of wildlife lectures being mantained 

in May this year when Patricia Scragg demonstrated her owls and birds of prey. 

Explanations of what governed the evolutionary development of the individual species 

were accompanied by much flapping of wings and a crescendo of decibels by peregrine and 

kestrel that had the audience rapt but the news of the therapeutic effect on blind and deaf 

children was a surprise. Surprise has been a feature in wildlife lectures and contributes 

to their being worth every penny of the annual subscription. Hopefully, there will be 

another in May, 1998. 

Don Freshwater 
Recorder 

Wildlife Sub-Committee 
0181-693 1666. 

CYPRESS HEDGES IN DULWICH 
One of the most attractive features of gardens and general street scenes is the presence 

of hedges which often unifies not just individual roads, but areas as a whole. From time to 

time and for various reasons, existing hedges have had to be replaced and it then becomes 

a question of which variety to choose: normally residents require a specie that is evergreen 

and fast growing thereby providing a privacy in the shortest possible time. 
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Unfortunately, the majority of gardeners and nurseries almost invariably recommend 

the 'Leyland Cypress' as being the most appropriate specie - so why not? 

The Leyland Cypress (Cupressocyparis leylandii) is a hardy variety of Cypress which 

will attain more than 30.00 M (100 feet) in less than 50 years. Growth is very rapid and 

shoots of up to 1.00 M (3ft 3ins) in length are not uncommon. during one season, in the 

month of July and under favourable conditions it can grow up to 100 mm (4 ins) per week. 

This very rapid growth often appeals to those requiring instant privacy. However, there 

are many downsides to the choice. 

First of all, it is a tree rather than a shrub and therefore much more vigorous in its 

growth pattern, maintenance becomes very labour intensive in retaining a clipped hedge at 

a reasonable height, and often requires three or four cuts per annum. The girth of the trunk 

also increases in size by up to 50mm (2ins) annually thus creating a noticeable line of 

large trunks accentuated by the gradually decreasing foliage at the lower level as time 

progresses. The sight of the Leyland Cypress trees of over 10M (30 feet) is quite common 

and this often originates from a badly neglected hedge. 

The root system is vigorous and creates a dense matrix of fibrous routes leading 

to extreme soil desiccation in a relatively short space of time. Because of the dry soil and 

hungry root system it becomes increasingly difficult to to establish other more favourite 

and delicate plants anywhere near the hedge. This often defeats the object in creating 

conditions for a pleasant and attractive garden where the hedge is a very low key feature 

purely to demarcate the boundary and/or provide a backdrop to more colurful shrubs and 

plants. 

The extreme soil desiccation can adversely affect nearby structures and contribute to 

subsidence problems. Leyland Cypress are classed by the Building Research Establishment 

as having a high water demand and are therefore to be avoided in close proximity to 

buildings. The changing weather pattern with dry conditons through winter and summer 

can also accentuate the problems with root activity effecting any structures which often 

leads to subsidence. 

It is, therefore, more advisable to plant evergreen hedge using shrub varieties such as 

Privet, Elaeagnus and Euonymous, or tree species such as Holly, Yew or Beech, which have 

either a moderate or low water demand. 

From an aesthetic and purely design pont of view Cypress hedges are generally 

frowned upon because they are not an indigenous species, they also tend to die off for no 

apparent reason and form areas of brown dieback and dead foliage, which is of course 

most unsightly. 

It is generally accepted that hedge heights are 1.00 M (3ft 3ins) for front gardens and 
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and 2M ( 6ft 6ins) for rear gardens. Most reasonable nurseries provide hedging plants of 

the more common varieties at the suggested maximum heights and therefore the long wait 

for a hedge to establish need not be a consideration. 

It is important to choose a hedge specie which marries into the overall landscape, and 

is indigenous. To suddenly introduce an alien hedge specie destroys the harmony of the 

landscape and is ill-advised. 

Anthony George 
Landscape & Tree Consultant 

Dulwich Estate 

Mr George is writing for the Newsletter in his personal capacity. - Editor. 
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GOING, GOING, GONE? 
The Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham Health Authority is proposing to: 

e Transfer all kidney patient beds to King's College Hospital. 

8 Concentrate all acute in-patients services to King's. 

• Develop a new community hospital in two phases. 

These proposals mean that two thirds of the Dulwich Hospital site will be sold off. On 

the privatised part of the Hospital site, more thn 200 homes will be built. The present 
Dulwich Hospital will be pulled down. 

A token hospital will be built on what is left of the site. The first phase of the proposed, 

very limited community hospital will take five to seven years to complete. The second 

phase may never be built because no money has been committed to it. 

These proposals, if carried out, are bad news for all. 

If you agree with this aim to Keep Dulwich Hospital you can: 

Pass this information on. 

Discuss this issue with neighbours. 

Contact us, the Keep Dulwich Hospital Committee - 42 Melbourne Grove, SE22 8QZ, 

Tel: 0171-733 9450. Make your views known to the Health Authority at 1 Lower Marsh, 

SE17RJ. Join us in future demonstrations. Write to local and national newspapers. Help 
with our petition. 

This information has been kindly passed to us by Kenneth Hoole, Trustee, East 
Dulwich Society. 
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DULWICH HOME MADE 
We are a small family-run guest house on your doorstep and we go to great lengths to 

ensure that our guests depart happy and return frequently. To this end, we offer amongst 

other things, a choice of home-made spreads at breakfast including traditonal home-made 

marmalade, orange/lime and ginger marmalade, lime curd, lemon curd and dried apricot 

preserve, all home-made. 

What I have not been able to offer so far is a choice of home-made jams and I would 

very much like to make jam from fruit grown locally if this is possible. There must be 

some fruit trees growing in gardens where the crop is surplus to the family's needs and I 

would be happy to pay for any surplus, say 10-15 lbs of various fruits that any local 

gardeners may have to offer. A word amongst Dulwich Society members may bear fruit! 

Please excuse the pun. 

I'm also led to believe that we have an apiarist in our midst who produces "Dulwich 

Honey." I would be very grateful if any Society members could help me. 

(Mrs) Gill Jenkins 
Bedknobs 

5 8 Glengarry Road 

East Dulwich 

The handmade jewellery specialists (Member of National Association of Goldsmiths) 

DULWIC JEWELLERS 
Quality repairs on clocks, watches and jewellery 

Fine secondhand & Victorian jewellery bought and sold 
We also require for clients: Quality clocks, watches, silver, paintings and various objects d'art. 

Valuations for insurance and probate. A genuine price will be offered for the above. 
Large range of unusual jewellery, rings, earrings and bracelets set in gemstones. 

Extensive stock of watches, clocks, glass and bronzes. 
34 Lordship Lane, SEl.2 SHU Tel: 0181 693 405'9 

'The ultimate in home cleaning' 
Tel: 0181 -717 9713 

Regular monthly, bi-weekly or weekly service to coincide with your 
equirements. 

MAGGIE'S professionally trained team of uniformed ladies are here to dust your blues 
away. We are in your area now. Ring us on our mobile telephone: 0860-367 857 

27 



PALACE OF TRAFFIC JAMS 
The environmental consequences of Bromley Council's plans for Crystal Palace can 

be put in a few words. If you can get there easily the whole project is a failure. If it is a 

success you won't be able to get there at all. At present the roads round the park are 

choked during rush hours. Over a large surrounding area (including Dulwich Wood Park, 

Westwood Hill, Sydenham Hill, The Parade, Church Road, Westow Hill and Anerley 

Road) the traffic is stationary or crawling. At weekends it is fast and remains so through

out the day. It continues until after midnight and recommences before 6 a.m. It is bad now. 

If the scheme goes forward the area will become a hell of a noise, pollution, danger and 

frustration. 

The Council talks hopefully of four million visitors a year and apparently bases the 

finance on this figure. It would average 80,000 visitors per week. Naturally, it would not 

W. UDEN SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 24 HOUR SERVICE 

Over 100 Years of Experience - Established 1881 
The family business that still offers you a personal service 

375 LORDSHIP LANE SE22 0181-693 I S26 
126 FOREST HILL RD SE22 0181-693 4160 AND BRANCHES 

CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONS 

CALLOW MASTER LOCKSMITHS 
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0181 299 4737 - 24 HOURS 
"DOOR,WINDOW LOCKS TO II ALARMS,ACCESS CONTROLS 

BS 3821 CCTV, DOOR ENTRY SYSTEMS 
11 FULLY INSURED.ALL WORK II COLLAPSIBLE GATES, 

GUARANTEED LONDON BARS, GATES CAR 
" FIRE, POLICE, INSURANCE PARK POST/BARRIERS 

SPECIFICATIONS II DIGITAL LOCKS, KEYLESS 
11 RECOMMENDED BY M.OD. & LOCKS, KEY CABINET, SAFES 

INSURANCE COMPANIES II WE INVOICE COMPANIES 

MOBILE: 0860 361 069 
FAX: 0181 299 4737 

HEAD OFFICE: 69, WOOD VALE, LONDON SE23 

be spread like this but would be more like three million in the summer and one million in 

the winter. This would give a figure of 120,000 a week in summer. Weekly figures would 

be more weighted to the weekends giving perhaps 10,000 a day for five days and 70,000 

at weekends. If these figures seem high let us consider what they would mean in terms of 

cars. When the point of transport and cars was raised at the public meeting the officers 

spoke vaguely of public transport. The efforts of the authorities in this direction have 

failed to have any discernible effects. It is unlikely that any improvement will be 

evident for a very long time but this vague hope is the only suggestion Bromley Council 

puts forward as the solution of this insoluble problem on which the success of their 

proposal rests. 
Kenneth Campbell, FRIBA 

Past Vice-President, RIBA 

Housing Architect, GLC, 1966-74 

5 Fountain Drive 

SE21. 

As one of the very many residents who gathered in Church Road to learn more about 

the massive leisure centre planned by Bromley Council for a site in the Crystal Palace park 

adjacent to the Parade. I left with the impression that, whilst concerns of residents beyond 

Bromley had barely been considered, minds may now be concentrated on regeneration 

rather than on simple commercialisation. 
This led me to appreciate how difficult it has become to support the thesis that 

London is best managed by collection of disparate local authorities. In a case such as this, 

affecting as it does five of them, each in their different ways, that argument is clearly 

impossible to sustain. 
London requires an overall level of management that ensures cooperation where 

needed and the Crystal Palace regeneration is a perfect case in point. 

D.A.A. Fangandini CBE, PhD, FRSC 
6 Alleyn Park, 

Dulwich, SE21 SAE. 

Bill Higman, Chairman of the Dulwich Society, comments: We have been expressing 

our concern over the increase in prospective traffic flows and congestion in Dulwich if this 

project goes ahead. Alastair Hanton, Chairman of the Society's traffic sub-committee, has 

been discussing the problem with Pat Kent of Southwark Council's traffic department, 

to express its view to Bromley Council that the traffic study which accompanied the 
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development proposals is inadequate and does not take into account social and financial 

costs imposed outside Bromley. We shall try to ensure through Tessa Jowell, our M.P. and 

our local councillors, that this objection by Southwark Council is pursued. 

Alastair has also met a group of residents in Fountain Drive who are very conscious of 

the potential traffic and parking impact particuarly on this part of the Dulwich Estate. 

Two members of our executive committee attended the Queen's Hotel meeting and we 

support the call from that meeting that the project should be "called in" by the Secretary 

of State for the Environment for central government review. 

SOUTH CIRCULAR 
I am writing with respect to your footnote on page 32 of the recent Newsletter. 

My comment is that it ill becomes anyone to complain, on behalf of the Dulwich Society, 

about the absence of "a viable traffic infrastructure" after campaigning against the 

excellent and sensible South Circular Assessment Study produced by Travers Morgan in 

December, 1989. 

If those proposals had been implemented many of the problems which now concern 

you would not exist. 
K. S. Potter 

16 Peckarmans Wood 

London SE26 6RY. 

The Editor writes: We would welcome re-opening this discussion if only to establish 

the facts that (1) historically the South Circular was never intended as a main arterial 

route; (2) that surveys showed that traffic use it only for an average of 1.6 miiles to get on 

and get off; (3) that the buying, demolition and compensation figure to widen or alter parts 

of the route would be unacceptably high and would move the traffic jams further on; (4) 

that the idea of "cut" and "cover" to provide an underground section beneath Dulwich 

Park, Belair and other open spaces, all close to existing properties and under the founda

tions of listed buildings (e.g. Pickwick Cottage and Belair) would be difficult to entertain; 

and (5) unless a widened South Circular was wrapped around Crystal Palace the feed 

roads would still be blocked as they will be if the present Bromley plans go ahead. 

NO VANDALS NOW AT CEMETERY 
In the Summer issue of the Newsletter we reported the trenchant criticisms by the 

Chancellor of the Southwark Diocese of Lambeth Council's vandalism of West Norwood 

Cemetery's historic tombs and monuments which cannot be replaced and English 
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Heritage's failure to intervene. We are glad to publish the following letter pointing out the 

current change of council policy. 

Lambeth Council is too often in the pillory for crimes it has not committed or for the 

sins of long departed civic fathers. Since May, 1994, Lambeth has changed its policies on 

conservation and has worked closely with English Heritage and the Archdiocese of 

Southwark in restoring the borough's inheritance of listed monuments and historic tombs. 

The Council has had to spend much needed capital resources on ensuring that the 

cremators meet appropriate emission standards. 

Yet another interest has to be weighed in the balance. West Norwood is a working 

cemetery and crematorium with a well deserved reputation for sensitive response to the 

newly bereaved, their families and the local clergy. Every year a family memorial service is 

held at the cemetery which is attended by hundreds of people. 

Cemetery superintendent Bob Mackay and his team offer a seven day a week service 

to the local community and have embarked on a number of new initiatives including 

accepting new burials in the catacombs. 

Lambeth Council has submitted a bid for Heritage and Lottery funding to help pay 

for some of the further works that will be necessary to restore the cemetery to its Victorian 

glory and hopefully open a visitors' centre. 

In so doing it is recognised that the responsiblity for maintaining a monument of 

national rather than local significance should be shared with central government. The 

Dulwich Society could usefully add its support to that bid which is supported by local 

community groups. 
John Whelan, M.A. (Oxon) J.P. 

Lambeth Councillor, Thurlow Park Ward 

263 Croxted Road, SE21 8NN. 

TWENTIETH CENTURY DULWICH 
Your readers might be interested to know the response to my letter in the Spring issue 

of the Dulwich Society Newsletter seeking nominations for additional twentieth century 

buildings in Dulwich worthy of note. 

Constable Walk, off College Road, was suggested by one member. Great Brownings 

was mentioned by several people perhaps more for its splendid site location than for the 

houses themselves. Lings Coppice was commended for both the site arrangement and 

the clever use of space in the houses which manage to accommodate four bedrooms on a 

compact two floor footprint. 

Members may also like to know that the Royal Institute of Irish Architects organised 
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a visit on July 8 to look at some of the twentieth century buildings in the Dulwich and 

Sydenham area. 

Incidentally in my original letter I meant to say that Six Pillars is the only twentieth 

century house in Southwark that is listed Grade II"", although in the fulness of time I 

hope that some post-war developments may also be so designated. As we approach the 

millenium I am convinced that twentieth century buidlings will be re-evaluated on both 

architectural and practical grounds. When that happens I hope that Dulwich's rich heritage 

of 1960 houses will receive the wider acclaim that it richly deserves. 
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Dulwich Picture Gallery 
College Road SE21 

London Open House: the Gallery 
is free to the public for this yearly 
event, from 2:0-21 September 

Vienna Piano Trio: play Brahms 
& Schubert, 8 October, 8pm - for 
details Tel: 0181 693 5254 

In the Shadows of Soane: 
Sketching courses for adults from 
7-10 October- for details Tel: 
0181 693 6911 

Tom Phillips RA: Drawing to a 
Conclusion., 

is the temporary exhibition from 
5 November-18 January 1998 

Robert Hadfield 
Six Pillars 

Crescent Wood Road 

London SE26 6RU. 

PUBLISHING LTD 

We can offer you 
a highly competitive 

digital book publishing 
service for print runs of 
between 25 and 500. 

For further details: 

Telephone 

0171-274 9573 




