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CALLOW MASTER LOCKSMITHS 

All TYPES Of LOCKS SUPPLIED &. FITTED 
e OPENING LOCKS e CHANGING LOCKS e 

e SECURITY GRILLS e KEY CUTTING e 
ASSA, BANHAM, MULTILOCK 

Established Locksmiths for Local Council, 
Ministry of Defence and the Police 

1 17 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, London SE22 8HF 

'Brocl(,we[[ Jlrt Services 
Established 1979 

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING 

Contact James Davidson 

232-234 Railton Road, 
Heme Hill, London SE24 OJT 

Telephone/Fax: 020 7274 7046 

A 
A s t 

SPORTS CLUB 
Alleyn·~ School · Dulwich · SE2Z l:ISlJ 

Alleyn's Sports Club is set in exclusive grounds with excellent modern sports 
facilities. 
The centre has a 25m indoor pool, sports hall, gym, two multi-purpose 
halls; tennis courts, cricket nets. 
Activities include: aerobics/step, badminton; scuba diving; table tennis; 
basketball; karate; gymnastics; trampolining; ballet & tap classes. 
Rosemary Conley Diet and fitness sessions. 
During the Easter, Summer & Winter holidays Sports Experience day camps 
& courses are available for 4 - l 4 year olds to enjoy and experience 
various multi-activities and sports. 
Surrey League Competitive Badminton is played at the club. Spaces are 
available for male and female players. 
Massage + physiotherapy also available 

Keep fit at Alleyn's Sports Club -
You know its good for you! 

Alleyn's Sports Club, Townley Road, Dulwich 

Tel: (020) 8693 9715 

K.A. Jeffries & Company 
Chartered Accountants 

18 Melbourne Grove, East Duhvich, SE22 SRA 

Tel: (020) 8693 4145 Fax: (020) 8299 0326 

Local Firm of Chaiiered Accountants. 
Operating in East Dulwich from 1966 

Deals with general financial matters of small and 
friendly businesses 

General advice on Income Tax, Inheritance Tax 
Planning and VAT 

Registered to carry out audit work and regulated for 
a range of investment activities by the institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 

The ulwi s 
To foster and safeguard the amenities of Dulwich 
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LOOKING AROUND WITH THE. EDITOR 
The Newsletter has taken on a new look with this issue. It has increased in size in order 
to accommodate more illustrations and give a greater flexibility in its layout. To those 
readers who have become comfortable with the handy AS size we apologise but hasten 
to point out that in its early years, some 136 issues ago, the Newsletter comprised some 
gathered sheets of even larger, foolscap paper. In those early days the newsletter was 
produced on a duplicator and illustrations did not appear until several decades had 
passed. 

Nevertheless, it is the content that counts and those first numbers contained news 
and views as pertinent to its members then as other issues are today. Currently the 
Society is faced with something of a dilemma. This concerns the future of the Herne 
Hill Stadium, or in current parlance, the Herne Hill Velodrome. It is a matter that has 
tended to split the Society's Executive Committee with the result that the Society has 
decided to take no official position on proposals for a greatly enlarged recreational 
facility at the site in Burbage Road. 

It appears that to preserve what is the oldest cycle racing track in the country, 
other activities must be offered to attract sufficient visitors to make the stadium viable. 
The prospect of greatly increased traffic with its attendant dangers, the narrow access 
and the scale of the proposed development within the stadium area has naturally 
alarmed nearby residents. This has resulted in a petition containing the names of several 
hundred objectors being gathered. Furthermore, the landlords, the Dulwich Estate, are 
still in discussions with the promoters regarding their proposals to develop the facilities. 
These discussions remain at a preliminary stage, and the Estate, contrary to the 
indication given in some publicity, has not yet accepted the scheme as proposed. 
Southwark Council also have yet to consider the application for outline planning 
consent pending studies of traffic, noise and light pollution. 

On the last question, that of light pollution, Dulwich residents may well have to 
tolerate an increase in light pollution for most of the year in return for the good fortune 
to live in an area with so many playing fields. According to the Dulwich Estate, viability 
of many sports clubs rests with their members increased use of their grounds. 
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A VILLAGER'S 
NOTEBOOK 

Unfinished business 
It is a great pity that when laudable 
improvements are made to the local 
street scene, there is a reluctance or 
lack of oversight to actually see them 
through to completion. 
As John Parks of Little Bornes found at 
the Gipsy Hill roundabout, where the 
excellent redevelopment of the 
Paxton Green Health Centre, recently 
opened by HRH The Princess Royal, is 
visually marred by the failure to 
reinstate the chain-link posts and grass 
verge damaged by the contractors. 

Similarly, in the Village, the 
splendid re-ordering of the verges 
outside the Burial Ground has lain 
uncompleted for months. The posts 
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lack their accompanying chains and 
what should be attractive lawns 
remain areas of compacted topsoil. 
Hardly a credit to Southwark Council 
who nominated the Village a 
ConservationArea. Projects like this 
should be more accurately costed so 
that funds are not exhausted before 
the project is completed. What is 
even worse is that the much vaunted 
traffic lights system at the junction of 
Dulwich Village and Calton Avenue, 
which took most of last year to install, 
has proved extremely hazardous for 
pedestrians and motorists alike. The 
laudable provision of a 'green man' for 
pedestrians has been rendered 
dangerous because it is impossible for 
drivers turning right from the Village 
into Calton Avenue to see whether 
they can proceed in the absence of a 
second traffic light facing them once 
they have advanced past the first set 
of lights. 



-~---------------------------------------------

Of similar concern is the difficulty 
facing the school crossing keeper who 
cannot see at what phase the lights 
are unless she moves several yards 
away from her post to consult the 
lights phasing near her crossing point. 

Verging on the ridiculous 
The letter from Dr. Starr in the last 
edition of the Newsletter, complaining 
of the condition of the grass verges 
outside Barclays Bank and the Crown 
& Greyhound is well founded. These 
two verges were provided by the 
Dulwich Preservation Society some 
years ago to enhance the appearance 
of the Village. Apparently, the 
Dulwich Estate took umbrage at what 
it regarded as interference with its 
duty as landlord but was powerless to 
stop the sch~me, as the new verges 
were located on a public highway. 
The problem is that that no one 
appears to be responsible for the 
upkeep of these two verges. If they 
were as well cared for as the Dulwich 
Estate verges or 'manor wastes' as they 
are properly called, they can only 
further beautify the Village. 

Can we press the Dulwich 
Preservation Society to undertake 
responsibility for these verges 
continued maintenance? Certainly it 
is a vain hope indeed that either 
Barclays Bank PLC or Six Continents 
PLC ( owners of the Crown & 
Greyhound) whose premises adjoin 
these verges will look after them. 
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-
Ve1ge outside The Crown & Greyhound 

New Conservation Areas 
Two new Conservation Areas are 
proposed for Herne Hill. The first is 
the complex comprising the former 
National Westminster Bank, Fire 
Station and GPO sorting office, linking 
with the Stradella Road Conservation 
area. The second is Ruskin Park. 
Brockwell Park and the Peabody 
Estate in Rosendale Road are already 
Conservation areas in the Herne Hill 
district. 

Proposed statue of Edward Alleyn 
As reported in an earlier edition of the 
Newsletter, a suggestion that a statue 
of Edward Alleyn be commissioned 
and placed in Dulwich to coincide 
with the quarter-centenerary of his 
purchase of the Manor in 1605 has 
been agreed in principle by the 
executive committee of the Dulwich 
Society. The sum of £6000 has been 
earmarked for this project, to cover 
the cost of staging a competition for a 

design and the expense of making 
mannequins of the statue by the 
competition finalists. The Director of 
the Dulwich Picture Gallery, Desmond 
Shawe-Taylor has offered the Linbury 
Room for the display of the finalists' 
works at the Gallery. The Trustees of 
The Dulwich Estate have now 
approved in principle, the location of 
a statue of the Founder in the grounds 
of the Old College complex. 

Before invitations are issued for a 
public competition for the work, 
certain criteria must be decided. These 
include, the precise site, the materials 
in which the statue is to be made, its 
size, and the style of sculpture 
required. Once these stages are 
completed, members of the public 
will be invited to subscribe to the 
expense of the statue. 

Expensive Squat 
Malcolm Muir writes to report the 
status of the empty, large, mid
Victorian house at 28 Crescent Wood 
Road. The house ceased to be in 
single occupancy in the early 1960's 
when Southwark Council became the 
landlords. It was converted into 19 
self-contained flats arranged over four 
floors. These were let for many years 
to single people, mostly exemplarary 
neighbours, says Malcolm, although 
some had health and behavioural 
problems leading to a number of 
incidents involving the police. The 
occupiers were mostly rehoused by 
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Southwark and the building empty by 
1999. 

Soon after, groups of squatters, 
some with children, moved in 
and,perhaps surprisingly, were an 
improvement on some of the previous 
occupiers. They were moved out in 
2002, some going directly to new 
squats, and a security guard installed. 

The house was put up for auction 
by Southwark at the Connaught 
Rooms in December 2002 and sold for 
£1,113,000. The buyers failed to 
complete and the house was re
auctioned in February of this year 
when the house was again sold , this 
time for £1,400,000! In early April the 
long-suffering residents of Crescent 
Wood Road were relieved to see work 
finally commencing on this impressive 
building. 



WHAT'S ON IN DULWICH 

JUNE 
Sunday 8th The Orchestra of St Bartholomew, Sydenham. Elgar, Vaughan Williams, 
Borodin,Tchaikovsky. Church of St Bartholomew, Sydenham at 7.30pm tickets £12:£8 
concessions 020 8690 0002 

Thursday 12th Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society 
Frencl:J Impressionism, and the Seine. Lecture by Margaret Christina Davis. Lecture 
Hall, James Allen's Girls' School. 8pm 

Saturday 14th South London Chorus (Dulwich Choral Society) - Music from the World 
of Opera. A selection of choruses and arias at St Stephen's Church, College Road SE 21. 
Tickets £12 (£10 restricted view) available from The Art Stationers, Dulwich Village,The 
Dulwich Music Shop,West Dulwich or by ringing 0207 274 6388 

Wednesday 18th Dulwich Picture Gallery. The Kermer Lecture in the Decorative Arts -
French 18th century decorative arts in the Wallace Collection by Rosalind Saville CBE, 
Director of the Wallace Collection.At 7. 30pm in the Linbury Room. Tickets (to include 
Private View of the Gallery with a glass of wine at 6.30pm) £10: concessions and 
Friends £8 ring 020 8299 8709 

Thursday 19th DULWlCH SOCIETY GARDEN GROUP - Day trip to Yalding Organic 
Gardens nea1· Maidstone followed by a visit to Nettlestead Place. 8.45am for 9am. (Fully 
booked but to go on wait list ring Ina Pulleine on 8670 5477 after 11am) 

Thursday 26th DULWlCH SOCIETY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP - Exploring the North 
Dulwich Triangle - and beyond! A journey into the unknown! A summer's evening 
walk led by Brian Green. Meet 7.45pm at The Crown & Greyhound 

Friday 27th Dulwich Picture Gallery - Amara Piano Trio playing Haydn, Mendelssohn 
and Saint-Saens at 8pm in the Gallery. Tickets £16: concessions and Friends £14 ring 
8693 6060 

JULY 
Sunday 6th DULWlCH SOCIETY WILDLIFE GROUP. Butterfly walk in South Norwood 
Country Park - to discover which colourful characters are in the air above Dulwich and 
its environs. Meet 11am station car park in Elmers End Road. 
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WHAT'S ON IN DULWICH 
Thursday I 0th DULWlCH SOCIETY GARDEN GROUP and Friends of the Dulwich 
Picture Gallery. Gertrude Jekyll - the Unexpected Gardener. Dramatised talk by Delia 
Paton. Linbury Room, Dulwich Picture Gallery 7.30pm. Tickets £8: members £7 to 
include a glass of wine, from Ingrid Beazley, 182 Court Lane, SE 21 7EA. Please enclose 
SAE and cheque payable to the Friends of the Dulwich Picture Gallery. 

Thursday I 0th Dulwich Decorative and Fine Arts Society 
The Carolinas, Architecture of Settlement and Slavery. Lecture by Denis Moriarty. 
8pm Lecture Hall,JamesAllen's Girls' School 

Sunday I 3th 9.30am DULWlCH SOCIETYTREES GROUP 
Visit to Bedgebury Pinetum, world famous collection of conifers, and Scotney Castle, 
romantic ruin with beautiful ruin with beautiful gardens. Cost of coach and guide £14. 
Entrance to Bedgebury will be £3 (concession £2.50), unless National Trust member. 
Picnic or lunch at cafe. Coach leaving Dulwich Picture Gallery at 9.30am, returning 
6pm.Bookingform page 31 

Thursday 24th and Friday 25th at 8pm in the Gallery Garden - Twelfth Night by 
William Shakespeare performed by The Dulwich Players, Directed by Tricia Thorns 
Saturday 26th at 5.30pm and 8pm, Sunday 27th at 6pm Tickets £10, Gallery Friends £8, on 
the grass £5 from The Art Stationers, Dulwich Village. 

AUGUST 
Tuesday 5th 2.30-5.00pm DULWlCH SOCIETY GARDEN GROUP - visit to the ' Bromley 
in Bloom' competition. A small garden at Green Street Green that is ablaze with sum
mer colour. Our visit will be by car but don't worry if you have not got one - ring 
John Ward on 020 727 4 5172 and he will do his best to find a place for you. Car own
ers also please phone. 

SEPTEMBER 
Sunday 7th 2pm to 4.30pm The Summer Pete of the London Cheshire Home at Athol 
House, 138 College Road, SE 19. This year the purpose of the Pete is to raise money for 
the Life Skills Room, which will greatly benefit many of the twenty residents. 
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The Dulwkh Estate- Record 
distribution of income to schools 
Many residents of Dulwich will be 
aware of the Dulwich Estate as 
managers of the Scheme of 
Management. However not everyone 
may appreciate the objectives of this 
charitable foundation - founded in 
1619 by EdwardAlleyn: to benefit 
poor scholars and, through the 
almshouses of The Dulwich Almshouse 
Charity, to relieve beneficiaries in cases 
of need, hardship or distress. To this 
day, the Charity continues the wishes 
of the Founder with the bulk of its net 
annual income going to schools. 

In 2002 the Estate distributed 
£3.3m to its beneficiary schools - a 
record. These schools included, 
Dulwich College,Alleyn's School and 
James Allen's Girls' School. In addition, 
four schools outside Dulwich also 
benefit from the Charity-The Central 
Foundation Schools of London (the 
boys' school in Cowper Street, EC 2 
and the girls' school in Harley Grove 
E3) and St Olave's & St Saviout's 
Grammar School Foundation (the boys' 
school in Orpington and the girls' 
school in the New Kent Road SE 1). 

The income distribution for 2002/3 
is forecast to be above that for the 
previous year, going against the general 
trend of declining stock markets. The 
Dulwich Estate is in a fortunate 
financial position to achieve this result, 
partly due to the investment policy 
established by its Board of Trustees 
some three years ago, when it was 

NEWS 
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decided to invest capital receipts in 
commercial property outside of 
Dulwich, rather than in the stock 
market. The objects of this policy were 
to provide the Charity's beneficiaries 
with a consistent income stream from 
rents, as well as providing some 
opportunity for capital appreciation. 

Despite this cash injection, fees at 
the Dulwich Foundation schools are 
set to rise on an average of 11 % this 
autumn. However, most of the money 
from The Dulwich Estate is used to 
provide scholarships. 

East Dulwkh Hospital 
An outline planning application has 
been made by Kings College Hospital 
and Southwark Primary Care Trust to 
build a new primary care centre on 
part of the site of the existing hospital. 
The site is on the southeast corner and 
will involve the demolition of two of 
the existing ward blocks.This 
represents the first phase of 
redevelopment. 

The proposed new care centre will 
comprise a satellite dialysis unit, X-ray 
facility, three combined doctors' 
practices, and a night nursing service, a 
Doctors on Call Service and midwifery 
teams. 

The second phase to follow on 
another part of the site will comprise a 
60 inpatient bed day hospital, an 
intermediate care unit, rehabilitation 
equipment services, an integrated care 
day unit, Community resource and 
health information centre and two 

midwifery teams 
The third phase will take the 

remainder of the site for 
'complimentary leisure/housing with 
some key worker/sheltered 
accommodation'. 

Kings College Hospital have 
confirmed that they will not need the 
East Dulwich site by late 2004 as all 
specialist hospital services will be 
transferred to the main site. 

The Old Hollingtonian's Sports 
Ground, Gallery Road 
It is understood that the current 
lessees,The Dulwich College Mission, 
are in the process of assigning the lease 
of this sports ground to Southwark 
Council. It is believed that the Council 
intend to act as 'facilitator' in order to 
permit a number of clubs to utilise the 
facilities throughout the year. 

Bool<bus visits the Village 
Through the initiative of Isobel 
Laughland, of Pickwick Road, 
Southwark Library Services have been 
persuaded to park the Bookbus in 
Dulwich Village, near Turney Road, 
fortnightly on Mondays from 2pm-3pm. 
The Bookbus offers a selection of 
ordinary and large print books, 'talldng' 
books, music cassettes, a photocopy 
service and an information bank. There 
is a seat inside the bus and a 
wheelchair lifting facility. 

Southwark Libraries also offer a 
housebound service - telephone 020 
7237 1487 

NEWS 
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Vacant shop in Dulwkh Village 
The former electrical shop that has 
remained empty for over two years has 
become an eyesore. The Dulwich 
Estate intends to refurbish the property 
for use as commercial premises 
(formerly the upper parts were 
designated for residential use only) but 
the unseemly delay is apparently due to 
planning permission not yet being 
received on this Grade 2 listed 
building. 

Scheme of Management Office 
The telephone number of the Scheme 
of Management Office (located in The 
Old Grammar School, at the corner of 
Burbage/Gallery Road) has changed : 
020 8299 5666 . This is also the direct 
dial number for the Consultant 
Architect to the Scheme, Mr John 
Senter . The direct dial number of the 
Tree Consultant, Mr Tony George, is 020 
8299 5667. The Scheme of 
Management office hours are: lOam-12 
noon Monday to Friday. Mr Senter is 
generally available on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays and Mr George on 
Mondays,Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The introduction of these new 
telephone numbers, with a voicemail 
facility, follows the re-cabling of both 
the Old Grammar School office and 
The Dulwich Estate Office. Future 
developments will include the 
introduction of email and the setting 
up of a Website for the Dulwich Estate 
covering, in particular, the Scheme of 
Management. 



TRAFFIC NEWS 

South Dulwkh 
In the interests of safety, Southwark 
Council propose a 20 mph zone in the 
area roughly bounded by South 
Croxted Road, Dulwich Wood Park, 
Fountain Drive and the railway line. 

We have participated, along with 
Ward Councillors, in initial discussions 
on this. The main areas of focus have 
been: 
(a) the area around the Alleyn's Head. 
There is scope for more traffic calming 
following on from the traffic islands in 
Alleyn Park north. These have 
successfully slowed vehicles and made 
it safer for pupils to cross under the 
railway bridge near the entrance to 
Dulwich College. 
(b) from the Toll Gate southwards 
along College Road and Fountain Drive 
to Crystal Palace Parade. There have 
been serious crashes. As this is on the 
Dulwich Estate, the Estate Trustees 
have joined in tall(s with the Police, 
Councillors and ourselves. 

South Circular 
The traffic signals at the junction with 
College Road remain unsatisfactory. 
We continue to press Transport for 
London on this, so far without success. 

We are also supporting the people 
of Hambledon Place in demanding a 
pedestrian crossing to Dulwich Park. 
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Proposed 20 mph zone 

Herne Hill junction 
This complicated set of junctions at 
Herne Hill is on the border of 
Southwark and Lambeth. The present 
layout helps no one: cars and buses 
suffer long delays; pedestrians cannot 
cross safely anywhere; and the 
community is severed. The two 
boroughs have agreed to work 
together. Via the Herne Hill Forum, we 
are discussing possible changes with 
them and Transport for London. 

Cycling 
With the London Cycling Campaign 
we are pressing Southwark Council 
and Transport for London for changes 
to make the Paxton roundabout less 
dangerous and intimidating for 
cyclists. 

Train stations 
At West Dulwich,Ward Councillors 
have achieved replacement of long
derelict lighting along the footpath to 
Acacia Grove. At North Dulwich the 
long-awaited refurbishment is virtually 
complete. It was started a number of 
years ago byTessaJowell before she 
was actually the Member of Parliament 
for Dulwich, as part of a campaign for 
safer stations and pursued by the 
Dulwich Society. Various bodies 
funded the refurbishment, including, 
the Dulwich Society, Railtrack, 
Southwark Council and the Railway 
Heritage Trust. This latter body also 
funded much of the extensive 
refurbishment of Turney Road Bridge, 
although the initiative for this project 
came from the residents of Turney 
Road itself. 
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(above) Victorian decorative ironwork, 
· · t Titrney Road railway bridge. AC 

(reversed) stands for Alleyn's College. 
(Photo Chris Meers) 
(left) Turney Road Bridge undergoing 
restoration (Photo Chris Meers) 



Village Way 
The junction with Half Moon Lane is 
shown in this early 20th century 
picture. The layout is almost exactly 
the same today. The horse bus shown 
in the picture going down Village Way 
and the lady crossing Half Moon Lane 
were no doubt quite safe. But today 
cars speed between Half Moon Lane 
and Village Way and the whole 
junction is dangerous for both vehicles 
and pedestrians alike. Residents of 
Village Way are pressing for a changed 
layout. This will also help people using 
the nearby Montessori school and the 
church hall. 

East DulwiclJ Grove c.1904 
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East Dulwich Grove 
The junction with Townley Road and 
Greendale is to be traffic signalled 
shortly. This long-standing plan should 
make it safer. One recent victim was 
Ted, the Lollipop crossing patrolman, 
who was hit and badly injured by a car 
last year. It is a tribute to him that he 
is now back on the job, with a smile. 

For more information on these or 
other local traffic and transport issues, 
or to join our Traffic and Transport 
Committee, 'phone Alastair Hanton on 
020 8693 2618 

By courtesy of Harvey & WIJeeler 

COMMUNITY COUNCILS 

What 
Southwark 
Council says 

f;-,, The concept of 
dividing the 

borough of 
Southwark into a 

Community Councils to bring 
decision making to a much more 
localised level and allow residents an 
opportunity to discuss matters of local 
concern and influence decisions, 
moved a further step towards 
implementation last month. 

Dulwich Community Council will 
be one of the eight such councils 
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spread across the borough. It is 
envisaged that the Council will meet 
around ten times a year in venues 
accessible for residents. It is intended 
that decision-making will be more 
efficient and the Council held more 
accountable. The Dulwich 
Community Council will cover the 
local electoral wards of College, East 
Dulwich and Village. 

What will Community Councils do? 
Community Councils will have the 
ability to make decisions about local 
matters with appropriate budgets 
coming under their control. The first 
year of the councils will be about 
traffic matters, community safety, 
environmental improvements, 
appointment of primary school 
governors, planning applications, 
licensing applications. After the first 
year, the Council will look at what has 
worked best and what needs to be 
changed. 

Who will run them? 
Community Councils are still part of 
Southwark Council and not an 
independent organisation. They will 
comprise of local Councillors but with 
the opportunity for all community 
groups, agencies and members of the 
public to get involved. Residents will 
have the opportunity to affect change 
within their communities. 



Planning decision-making 
The Council draws up planning 
policies for the borough, after a lot of 
public consultation with residents and 
businesses The Council is obliged to 
take notice of their views. Community 
Councils will decide on over 100 
planning applications a year and each 
council will have powers to grant 
applications for developments of up 
to fifty housing units each. The 
biggest cases will go to the borough 
council's main planning committee. 

By holding planning applications at 
Community Councils the councillors 
will be opening up to public view 
how they are dealt with and will hope 
to show how people are protected 
from harmful developments 

What The Dulwich Society says 
At a workshop held earlier in the year 
to discuss the formation of a Dulwich 
Community Council, your roving 
reporter discovered that a wide 
spectrum of residents had been 
invited, including a number of 
Dulwich Society members. Those 
present were encouraged to table a 
list of local concerns and issues and 
also to indicate whether they 
preferred formal or informal 
participation in the new council or a 
mix of the two. A large majority of 
those present favoured a mixed 
model, which proposed that the 
forums opened by dealing with issues 
of local concern and then moved on 
to deal with planning and licensing 
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applications. The public would be 
allowed to ask questions about 
anything other than planning and 
licensing applications but questions 
must be stated in advance (although 
on the door is acceptable) 

Among the concerns voiced at the 
workshop were worries about 
increased traffic, the threat to open 
space, graffiti, anti-social behaviour, 
abandoned cars and the lack of 
recreational provision for local youth. 

Watch this space for further news ! 

Thursday 10 July 2003 

in the Linbury Room at 7.30pm 

Gertrude Jekyll 
The Unexpected Gardener 

A dramatised talk D ll• p t 
written and presented by e a a On 

Meet "Miss Jekyll"; well lmown for her garden 
designs with the English architect, Sir Edwin Lutyensj where materials 

were matched with plants, and beautif~lly 
orchestrated in colour and texture. 

Painting pictures . -.. ·..., · ' 
with plants ,.,... .. 

was Gertrude ~(:' 
Jekyll's ~( \. 

great revolution 
in gardening. ;l,.., 

' ' 
TICKETS £8 ''.~-

(Friends of the Gallery . 
and members of · 

the Dulwich Society £7) · 
to include a glass of wine,·· .. 

available from: 
Ingrid Beazley, (020-8693 6060) 
182 Court Lane, London SE21 7EA ', ·
with cheque (payable to The Fri.ends..-.,~ . 

of Dulwich Picture Galle,y) · 
and SAE or in person from 

the Friends' dsek In the Gallery 

Calanthe Vellchi from The F1owerGrower's Gulde by John Wright nu13, cir= 1902 

Promoted by the Friend.a ofDulwich Picture Galleiy (Regiatered Charity 803727) 
and the Dulwich Society Garden Group 

WILDLIFE 
Peter Roseveare, the new Wildlife 
Recorder reports: 
The main feature of last winter, apart 
from some excessive rainfall, was a 
cold snap in January with a significant 
snowfall. This produced an influx of 
Fieldfares and Redwings with flocks 
of over 100 birds that took advantage 
of the feeding provided by the short 
grass of our parks and playing fields. 
Some of these remained up to the end 
of March with the Redwings regaling 
us with their warbling subsong, before 
returning to Scandinavia to breed. The 
other notable winter visitors were the 
canary-like Sisldns from early February 
which were frequent visitors to our 
garden nut feeders but present in 
larger numbers in the birch coppice 
in Dulwich Park and the alders in 
Belair. 

The most entertaining report came 
from Tony Bowden who flushed a 
Woodcock while walking in Dulwich 
Woods. They are probably there at 
some time in most winters but very 
difficult to see on the ground, with 
their perfect camouflage,where they 
may remain while we walk by. So 
Tony's sighting was a bonus. 

The spring started with some very 
fine but often cold weather. A few 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap arrived (my 
first Chiffchaff was on March 24th) 
but when this report went to press 
other migrants are still awaited. 
However, other residents are doing 
well with Great, Blue and Long tailed 
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Tits particularly in evidence as well as 
Goldcrests in conifers and both Wrens 
and Robins in our gardens. Most 
heartening is an apparent recovery of 
Song Thrushes whose numbers had 
dropped markedly in previous years 
but alas so far no great recovery of 
House Sparrows. There are also 
plenty of Green and Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers drumming vigourously 
in the Woods and I have seen a Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker drumming 
behind my garden. 

Dick Robinson, from Great 
Bownings reports that he hears both 
Tawny and Little Owls at night in the 
adjoining woods, so the reports of 
breeding Little Owls in the last few 
years in Belail" may not be 
exceptional. Pam Freshwater had a 
visit in her garden of a Sparrow Hawk 
which appeared to have sampled her 
birdlife as others are probably doing 
elsewhere. There are still two pairs of 



Kestrels around but the loss of House 
Sparrows may have deprived them of 
a major food item. 

And one for Dulwich twitchers - a 
midnight Common Sandpiper was 
heard to fly over my house as I was 
preparing this report, migrating 
westwards I think. 

We have reports of Frogs, Toads 
and Common Newts in garden ponds 
and Orange Tip, Comma and Peacock 
butterflies are on the wing. There 
apparently has been a big drop in 
Tortoiseshell numbers and I have seen 
very few this year 
Please keep sending in reports. It will 
be interesting to hear of Bats and 
Hedgehogs. 
Peter Roseveare's telephone number 
is 020 7274 4567 
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FOXES INYOUR GARDEN 1 

The shooting of three foxes in 
Dulwich Park in March could be a 
cautionary tale for anyone who 
regularly feeds foxes in theif garden. 
The bodies of the three animals were 
found in the park early one morning 
by residents walking their dogs. 
Veterinary examination and X-rays 
showed that the cause of death was 
multiple wounds from shotgun 
pellets. One victim was a large dog 
fox, two were vixens, one evidently 
nursing young cubs. The cubs, which 
wildlife rescuers failed to find, are 
presumed to have died underground 
of starvation and hypothermia. They 
would have been too immature to eat 
solid food, even if another adult fox 
had taken over their rearing (which 
often happens). Police are 
investigating the incident and an 
animal charity has offered £1000 
reward for the apprehension and 
conviction of the offenders. 

It may be that the animals were 
attracted and dazzled ("lamped") by 
bright lights before being shot. Park 
Rangers also believe that the local 
foxes may have become too trusting 
of humans for their own good. So 
how do foxes - Britain's wild dogs, get 
to be so 'tame'? Young cubs, like the 
ones you may have been watching 
grow up at the end of your garden, 
can quickly get used to being hand-fed 
and may even allow themselves to be 
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touched and stroked. Some cubs, too, 
may allow people to pick them up 
without trying to nip or get away 
because they are ill, or slightly 
concussed (having had a near-miss 
with a car). They may even be 
suffering from permanent brain 
damage as a result of a birth defect. 
Or they may be abnormally passive 
because of the after-effects of a blood 
parasite infestation. All fox cubs are 
naturally exceedingly curious, but 
some are incautious with it. A few are 
just plain daft and people-friendly 
because they were born that way. 

But many approachable animals 
don't make it to adulthood. They are 
easy prey for vandals, pests 
controllers' traps and attacking dogs. 
Too-tame urban foxes may make 
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headlines ( often of the fanciful Baby 
Bitten in Buggy or Foxes Hunting in 
Packs variety) but they seldom make 
old bones. In any case, the average life 
expectancy of a reasonably clued-up, 
not - too-trusting city fox is less than 
eighteen months. So think twice 
about feeding "your" foxes, if they are 
breeding in, or using your garden to 
rest up in during the day. Your well
meaning action could do more harm 
than good. 

In fact foxes don't have to rely on 
takeaway remains ( or house-holders 
handouts), as their natural diet is very 
wide, made up of both hunted and 
scavaged items. It includes a sizeable 
proportion of earthworms (taken 
from the surface of lawns and playing 
fields on damp, warm nights), mice 
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and rats, as well as scavaged meat, 
bones and fat. They also enjoy a range 
of fruit and veg. You may worry that 
the cubs you watch won't get enough 
to eat, but the dominant vixen and 
dog fox locally will normally be the 
only pair to breed, and they will only 
do that successfully if there is enough 
food around to support them. 
Nature's hard-nosed calculation 
allows for enough cubs to survive to 
replace adults that die that season. 
Each year up to 60 per cent of a town 
fox population dies, most killed by 
cars. 

If you do offer food, never give so 
much that animals come to rely on 
this source. And feeding does have 
one great advantage if a fox is sick. It 
enables householders to dose a fox in 
the early stages of sarcoptic mange 
with a homoeopathic remedy. It may 
make an animal easier to trap and take 
for vetinary treatment. So enjoy 
watching your garden foxes, but keep 
your distance. Don't make them an 
easy prey for those who wish to harm 
them by trying to turn them into pets. 
Angela Wilkes 
Chair, Wildlife Committee 
For more advice on foxes : National 
Fox Welfare Society tel 01933411996, 
www.nfws.org_.uk. The Fox Project tel 
01732 367397 

18 

SOUTH LONDON GARDENS 
AND BUTTERFLIES 
The key habitat across South London 
for the twenty or so butterfly species 
which can be recorded in a good year 
is in the vast mosaic of gardens which 
characterises even those areas of high 
density dwelling. The vast semi
natural commons provide important 
breeding habitat for several of our 
more casual garden visitors and the 
trackside vegetation of many 
commuter lines which snake through 
our capital provide key highways 
along which several species can move 
freely. 

Larger open spaces, such as 
allotments and graveyards, provide 
additional breeding possibilities. But 
the weakest link in the chain of 
opportunity is the insensitive 
management of many parks and a few 
of the commons with which South 
London is blessed. 

But the hopes for a prosperous 
future for London's butterflies lie in 
our gardens. Although most gardens 
will lack certain important features, 
the best ones will include: 
• Shelter of taller hedges/fencing to 

provide a warmer micro-climate 
within the garden. 

• Planting of as much native 
tree/shrub/plant material as 
possible. 

• Planting of specific plants upon 
which the caterpillars of our 
butterflies will feed. 

• Provision for a good range of 
nectar plants upon which the 
butterflies can "refuel". 

• Minimal or zero use of insecticidal 
sprays - a spray of dilute washing
up liquid suffices for many pests, 
including the dreaded aphids. 

• A tolerance of certain weeds, e.g. 
dandelions, which are an invaluable 
nectar source in early Spring. 
If you are serious about 

encouraging butterflies to be in your 
garden, you will have to" grasp the 
nettle" and allow a sunny patch to be 
occupied by a nettle clump. Failing 
this, growing a clump in a large 
container and siting it appropriately in 
April/May and again in July, will offer 
encouragement to egg-laying females 
of our more magnificent garden 
butterflies, the Red Admiral, Peacock, 
Comma and Small Tortoiseshell. These 
splendid creatures will thank you for 
the buddleias that you provide and 
will, in September, cover your patch of 
English ivy. An attractive garden 
resident, the Holly Blue, will lay eggs 
on the ivy in August, but prefers holly 
in the spring. A blue butterfly flying 
along your hedge will almost certainly 
be the Holly Blue whereas the 
Common Blue can only be tempted 
with lots of Bird's-foot Trefoil. 
Something for those lucky souls with 
large gardens to bear in mind . 

The Whites will certainly visit and 
the Large White will lay on garden 
Nasturtium, the three smaller whites 
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on a variety of crucifers. These 
include Lady's Smock, Sweet Rocket 
(aka Dame's Violet), sometimes 
Honesty and, for preference, the 
"weed" Garlic Mustard. The reward for 
your efforts will, possibly, be a small 
breeding colony of the Green -veined 
White and the stunning OrangeTip. 

If you have a sunny corner for a 
shrub then plant an Alder buckthorn, 
the larval foodplant of the glorious 
Brimstone butterfly. The Brimstone, 
along with the four nettle feeders, is a 
long-lived butterfly and is an adult 
from late July to the following May. 

Other butterflies will appear and 
delight you, taking on nectar supplies 
even though their caterpillars will 
have fed elsewhere. The Speckled 
Wood, Gatekeeper and Meadow 
Brown might well be frequent visitors 
even though the mature, native grasses 
their larvae require might not be on 
your garden wish list. Similarly, those 
lively little moth-like Skippers, the 
Large and Small Skipper, need a 
stretch of mature grasses found so 
readily on recently neglected 
allotment plots or the graveyards 
which are not overmanaged. 

In July, keep an eye on any mature 
oaks close to you garden for the 
presence in the canopy of the Purple 
Hairstreak butterfly with early 
evening being as good a time as any to 
look. And then, if you are lucky, a 
Painted Lady or a Clouded Yellow 
might pay you a visit. 



If you are able to incorporate some 
of these suggestions into your garden, 
you will see the rewards for your 
efforts. There will be some 
disappointments because it's not quite 
"painting by numbers" but your 
garden will, with countless others be 
part of the extended network of 
butterfly friendly habitat encircling 
the whole of our capital city. 
Malcolm Bridge, Butterfly 
Conservation recorder, Surrey, 
with SW London branch. 

HIVES OF INDUSTRY 
One hardly needs to be observant to 
have noticed that a number of 

beehives have appeared at various 
sites in Dulwich in the past year or 
two. It seems that Dulwich suits bees 
very well as they enjoy taking the 
pollen from the district's many 
flowering trees as from local gardens. 
One apiarist told your diarist that he 
expects to take 30-70lbs of honey 
from each hive. Most of this will have 
been produced by the end of May 
although the season will not officially 
finish until the end of July. The 
beekeeper in the Old Grammar School 
field found that his bees survived the 
winter very well and he was able to 
divide his swarm inApril and 
introduce a second hive. 

A Spare Pair of Hands with a First-Rate Brain Attached! 
Project Management of Home Improvements & Delegation Service 

Dulwich based, reliable, confidential & totally trustworthy professional Project Management & Delegation Service to which you can delegate those important 
tasks that must be done but which do not absolutely have to be done by yourself. · 

Project Management of Home Improvements 
• A comprehensive and personally customised service to organise and manage your home improvements - be they 

Installing a new bathroom, decorating or refurbishing a whole house. 
Preparation for Sales & Letting - "House Doctoring". 
De-cluttering and reorganising your home. Reclaim that space! 

Delegation Service 
A "one stop shop" to which you can delegate any of those tasks for which you just do not have the time. Expe1iise includes but is not limited to: 

Being in your house to receive workmen/deliveries etc. 
Sourcing items; holidays, houses, antiques etc. 

• Research - internet or paper based for business or interest. 
PA support. 
Project management of business or personal projects. 
Errand rnnning, emergency babysitting or whatever else you need to make your life run smoothly. 

For more details, call to request a brochure or visit our website. Excellent references available. 

If it needs doing, we can get it done! 

Klara Hegedus 
(020) 8693 1655 

www.klarahegedus.co.uk 

20 

CITIES OF THE DEAD - FOUR GREAT CEMETERIES OF LONDON 

By Ron Woollacott 
There were no large cemeteries in SE 
London until the establishment of the 
South Metropolitan Cemetery at 
Norwood inl837; this was followed, 
just three years later, by the rival 
London Cemetery Company's 
Nunhead Cemetery. Both cemeteries 
were established by private Acts of 
Parliament passed in 1836, and run by 
competing commercial companies 
based in the City of London. 

The South Metropolitan Cemetery, 
better known as West Norwood 
Cemetery, comprised 39 acres: 
Nunhead, or All Saints Cemetery, at 
over 52 acres was thus considerably 
larger. Both were built on hilly 
ground. 

21 



Before the establishment of the 
commercial cemeteries, most SE 
Londoners were buried in their local 
parish churchyard, or else in one of 
the many private or Nonconformist 
burial grounds. The inhabitants of 
Dulwich, however, had their own 
small cemetery, which had been 
consecrated as early as 1616, to 
receive the bodies of those who died 
in and around the hamlet. 

Many London churchyards and 
burial grounds W€'.re closed by the 
Metropolitan BurialActs of 1852 and 
1853. In fact, in what is now the 
London Borough of Southwark, no less 
than 35 churchyards and burial 
grounds were closed by 1856. 

The BurialActs empowered local 
authorities (parish vestries) to enter 
into contracts with the cemetery 
companies, or to build their own 
cemeteries. The Vestry of St Giles, 
Camberwell did not approve of 
commercial cemeteries, and so elected 
to open their own on a 31-acre site at 
Honor Oak. Originally given the 
unwieldy title,The Burial Ground of 
of St Giles' Parish in the County of 
Surrey, situate at Forest Hill, 
Peckham Rye, Camberwell Old 
Cemetery was consecrated in 1856 
and enlarged in 1876. 

The population of SE London 
increased dramatically during the last 
quarter of the 19th century and the 
cemeteries were rapidly filling up. 
Cambe1well Old Cemetery was almost 
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full, consequently in 1901 the newly 
constituted Metropolitan Borough of 
Cambe1well, which replaced the old 
Vestry of St Giles, acquired 68 acres of 
farmland at Honor Oak on which to 
build a new cemetery. The greater 
part of the site, not being immediately 
required for burial purposes was 
leased to a golf club. 

In 1927, about 25 acres were laid 
out as Cambe1well New Cemetery. 
This was followed in 1939 by Honor 
Oak Crematorium. The greater part of 
the site is currently used as a 
recreation ground. 

From the outset, Norwood and 
Nunhead cemeteries were popular 
burying places for the wealthier 
residents of Camberwell, which 
included Dulwich and Peckham. 
Camberwell Old Cemetery, however, 
with over 310,000 bodies is the most 
heavily buried. Nunhead contains 
270,000 bodies. It is estimated that 

almost a million bodies are buried in 
the four cemeteries, and burials still 
take place. 

Cambe1well Old and New 
cemeteries passed to Southwark 
Council with the amalgamation of the 
Metropolitan Boroughs of 
Bermondsey, Camberwell and 
Southwark in 1965. Lambeth Council 
acquired West Norwood Cemetery in 
1966 and Southwark Council 
compulsorily purchased Nunhead in 
1975. 

Cambe1well Old Cemetery and 
West No1wood Cemetery have not 
been treated with much sensitivity in 

Greek Cemetery, West Ndft11.~f: 
(Alt photos Brian Gree1i)\ · · 

• ::'.'.;';r, ... 
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the hands of the respective Councils, 
though things are looking up at West 
Norwood since the formation of a 
Friends group. 

Some remedial work was carried 
out at Nunhead when Southwark 
Council took possession in 1975, but 
the sad neglect of the cemetery by its 
former private owners, and the 
vandalism which had increased since 
the Council took possession, meant 
the appearance of the cemetery was 
worse than ever. 

Concerned residents and grave 
owners got together in 1981 and 
formed the Friends of Nunhead 
Cemetery. FONC's elected officers 
immediately entered into negotiations 
with Southwark Council in an attempt 
to influence the future development 
of the cemetery as a place of 
remembrance, and historic and 
ecological importance. 

FONC, in partnership with 
Southwark Council, submitted a grant 
application to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund in1997. The comprehensive 
document was over four inches thick, 
and took much research and the best 
part of a year to prepare. A welcome 
grant of £1.25m from the HLF Urban 
Parks Programme in 2000 enabled 
essential works to be carried out, 
including the replacement of the 
boundary railings, the renovation of 
the Anglican chapel as an accessible 
historic ruin, and the restoration of 
fifty prominent funerary monuments. 



Planting and landscape work was also 
carried out. FON C's contribution, in 
addition to assisting in the preparation 
of the grant application, includes 
practical work on site and 
participation in a 10-year management 
plan. 

Trees played a key part in design of 
Nunhead Cemetery, and remnants of 
the original planting survive. The 
wide assortment of flora reflects the 
changing face of the cemetery over 
many years. Over 100 species of fungi 
have been identified. 

Nunhead Cemetery is now listed 
Grade II* ( starred) in English 
Heritage's Register of Gardens of 
Specific Historic Interest. 

NEW MUSIC GALLERY ATTHE 
HORNIMAN MUSEUM 
The Museum's founder, Victorian tea 
trader, Liberal politician and public 
Benefactor Frederick Horniman 
donated some 200 instruments as part 
of his 7000-object collection in 1901. 
One hundred years later this has 
grown to 8000 instruments and 
manuscripts and the collection is now 
considered to be the most 
comprehensive in the UK with certain 
aspects of it ranked alongside major 
American and European collections. 

The new music gallery represents 
an important part of the Heritage 
Lottery funded centenary development 
at the Horniman. It is divided into 
three main areas with some 1600 
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instruments on display. The "Rhythm 
of Life" section introduces the 
concept of music from the cradle to 
the grave, "The Ideal Sound" area looks 
at how sounds are created and how 
music has migrated across the world. 
"Listening to Order", meanwhile, looks 
at the way in which we order music 
through the classification of 
instruments. 

There are opportunities for "hands 
on" participation. Two dedicated 
spaces, one for performance and one 
where visitors can begin to learn to 
play selected instruments form part of 
the new gallery. The Museum is open 
daily 10.30am-5.30pm. 

CHESS PIECE 

The Dulwich Society Website received 
an interesting 'hit'recently. 

John Townsend ofWinnersh, Berks. 
contacted the local history group for 
information on Howard Staunton 
(1810-1874), chess player and 
Shakespeare Scholar about whom he 
is writing a biography. The enquiry 
thus increases the recent 'Who Was 
Who in Dulwich's omissions to four! 
The author kindly agreed to rectify 
this oversight by supplying the 
following information. 

Howard Staunton's association 
with Dulwich is referred to in W H 
Blanch's 'The Parish of Cambe1well' 
(1875) At the end of 1843 Staunton 
established his reputation of being the 
world's strongest chess player by 
decisively beating the Frenchman, 
Pierre St Amant in a match. This 
achievement has not been equalled by 
any other Briton, and it had the effect 
of transferring the centre of gravity of 
the chess world from Paris to London, 
with incalculable benefits to British 
chess. Staunton's many subsequent 
chess activities included organising 
the great London tournament of 1851, 
and, of course, he gave his name to the 
Staunton pattern of chessmen. 
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A second journey to Paris in 1844, 
for a return match with StAmant, 
resulted in an illness, which prevented 
the match from proceeding and left 
Staunton with a permanently weak 
heart. After his marriage in 1849 he 
effectively retired from competitive 
chess and devoted himself to his 
Shakespearean studies. His illustrated 
edition of the complete works, 
published by Routledge, was initially 
issued in parts between 1857 and 
1860. During this period he lived at 
The Avenue, Streatham. Later, from 
about 1867 to 1868, he resided at Ivy 
Cottage, Dulwich that once stood near 
the junction of Dulwich Village and 
East Dulwich Grove. 

Staunton's lithograph facsimile 
edition of Shakespeare's first folio, 
which he produced in 1864, may have 
been based on the 1623 folio held in 
Dulwich College's library. In 1865 he 
produced his historical and 
descriptive account of The Great 
Schools of England, a second edition 
of which, published in 1869, 
contained additionally a topographical 
survey of England's numerous 
endowed schools. 

His wide knowledge of Elizabethan 
literature was probably inspired by an 
earlier career as an actor, almost 
certainly under a different name. He 
used to recall with pride that he once 
had the honour of playing the part of 
Lorenzo to Edmund Kean's Shylock. 

Howard Staunton's parentage and 



early life remain a mystery, these being 
the chief concern of my research. I 
am especially anxious to find him on 
either the 1861 or 1871 census, as 
these entries would contain important 
information about him 
More information about my research 
can be found at my Howard Staunton 
web page. 
http:/www.johntownsend.demon.co. 
uk/page7.html 

Chapel- of- Ease, Goose Green. Watercolott1; 
artist unknown. 
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Rare illustration comes to light 
What may well be the only known 
illustration of the chapel-of-ease, which 
preceded the church of St John the 
Evangelist, at Goose Green, is 
reproduced here. Society members 
Richard and Sheila Low who now live 
in retirement in Salisbury own it. 

Mrs Low's great-grandfather, the Rev 
William Foster Elliot, was appointed 
there in the around 1865 and under his 
auspices the present church of St 
John's was built. The chapel shown 
was located in Grove Vale, at the 
southern end of Goose Green. 

BOOKSHELF 

The Tigress and the Rose 
By Richard Low 
The author has been a member of the 
Dulwich Society since 1969 and ,with 
his wife, Sheila has, over many years 
served as one of its officers. Although 
they still retain a flat in Dulwich they 
now live in retirement in Salisbury. 

Richard Low's fascination with 
medieval history came through his 
interest in genealogy. His book deals 
with events of the twelth century, a 
period of history rife with mysteries 
and apparent contradictions. It is also 
host to some of the most famous, 
dramatic and romantic moments in 
British history. Henry H's legendary 
love affair with Rosamond Clifford: the 
murder of Thomas Becket, Richard I's 
Third Crusade to the Holy Land and 
his confrontation with Saladin. 

In The Tigress and the Rose 
Richard Low examines in detail the 
period 1140 to the death of Eleanor of 
Aquitaine. When did Henry's long love 
affair with Rosamond begin and what 
were the implications of this? Did 
Eleanor conceive a son on her travels 
during the Second Crusade, and if so, 
what was his identity? Was he in fact 
Saladin himself? Why did Becket's 
manner and attitude undergo such a 
great transformation after he was made 
Archbishop of Canterbury? Could 
Eleanor have been involved? 
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These and many other historical 
conundrums are examined and 
carefully unravelled, leading to some 
surprising and often shocking 
conclusions. 
The Tigress and the Rose 
Published byThe Book Guild, Lewes 
£17.95 

BOOK RE.VIEW 
Dulwich. A History 
By Brian Green 
This book will be equally valued by 
residents and those who pass through 
this village and are led by its author 
into the byways of its past and 
present. A book, I add, that is as clearly 
written as it is presented and 
illustrated. 

Part of its appeal is that it neatly 
combines a narrative from the Romans 
to the present day with set pieces 
(Dulwich Woods, 
the Romilly diaries, 
Ruskin's life here, 
the Crystal Palace) 
and, most usefully, 
a set of itineraries 
that Brian Green 
uses on his 
popular walks. The 
maps for these are 
useful and 
attractive, but they 
point up what 



seems to me an unfortunate omission 
- two or three of the earlier maps of 
Dulwich and an overall map of the 
village in modern times- possibly even 
one of the excellent aerial photos now 
available. 

Brian Green has not tried to 
overwork his material, though the 
context of social and political history 
is always there. We see, for instance, 
some recurring themes. One is the 
changing pattern of land ownership, of 
the decline of agriculture and the 
creeping tentacles of housing, with big 
estates being bisected by roads and 
railways, and fringe settlements of 
smaller houses. Green shows how the 
traditional commitment of the Estates 
Governors has, often in the face of 
what was once called 'petulant and 
saucy' criticism of their ways and 
means, preserved the village core and 
provided it with a focus of control 
over the centuries. This, in itself, is a 
feature that I think is unique in the 
growth of modern London. Another 
significant theme is that of a sociable 
society, a place where Ruskin grew up, 
where Mendelssohn visited and wrote 
'Spring Song' and where societies, 
teams and events have flourished and 
faded in keeping with the spirit of 
changing times. 

There is so much in this compact 
volume that I hope that a deservedly 
second edition might make a few 
additions. I would have liked to see an 
account, however brief of the changes 
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in parliamentary and local government 
representation, an account of the rise 
of libraries and the changes in reader 
interest over, say the last hundred years 
and a glance at the role of local 
newspapers. 

But pick up this book and you 
won't put it down. 
Norman Mackenzie 
Dulwich.A History is available from 
local bookshops £11.95 (p/b) £25 
(h/b) 

BOOK REVIEW 
Who Was Who in Dulwich 
Bernard Nurse's 'Who was who in 
Dulwich' could double nicely as a 
gazetteer of local place names. 
Certainly, it proved invaluable for this 
interloper with a mere 34 years' 
residence to boast of. 

One knew, of course, about Alleyn, 
Edward 1566-1626, and his Godly Gift 
and of Bessemer, Sir Henry 1813-1898, 
and his fiery furnace, but it was 
fascinating to encounter so many 
other men and women remembered 
on a host of local street corners. 
Gilkes,Arthur, for instance, and Carver, 
Alfred, who have given their names to 
roads where one once viewed 
prospective homes, were both past 
masters of Dulwich College and 
Townley, Margaret, whose name was 
commemorated in the pre-STD local 
telephone exchange, was the 
philanthropic Alleyn's mother. 

This liberally illustrated volume is 
the work of the local history sub
committee of the Dulwich Society. 
Editor Nurse says criteria for inclusion 
were that subjects must have made a 
contribution to national life and 
should have spent a reasonable time in 
the area. Attendance at a local school 
was not deemed relevant. 
This does not, however, seem to have 
barred Lord Byron's inclusion on the 
strength of a two-year stay at Dr 
Glennie's Academy, a boarding school 
for young gentlemen on the site of 
what is now the Harvester or Grove 
Tavern. In a letter to his cousin, the 
future poet explained that he was 
leaving 'this damned place.' Whether 
he was referring to the academy or 
Dulwich is not clear. 

It was, perhaps, poetic justice of a 
kind that the first local house to suffer 
in the Second World War from the 
attentions of the Luftwaffe was the 
Allison Grove home ofWilliamJoyce. 
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Better known beyond the bounds of 
Dulwich as Lord Haw Haw, the Fascist 
traitor ended his days not far away ..... . 
at the end of a rope in Wandsworth 
Prison. No tree-lined crescent named 
after him. 

Hilary Rosser's entry on Noel 
Desenfans confirms a long held 
suspicion that the cash for his 
generous bequest to the Picture 
Gallery had accrued from marriage to 
Margaret Morris, the daughter of an 
industrialist, and had been created by 
the sweat of the workers in Morriston, 
a less than leafy district of my Welsh 
hometown. 

Creative writers, artists and 
musicians make up the largest group 
of notables celebrated in this 
publication. One sad omission from 
this formidable role of honour is that 
of the laureate of crime writers, 
Raymond Chandler. While young 
Raymond attended Dulwich College 
around the turn of the last century, the 
Chandlers lived locally. 

An insider informs me that the 
author is one of three regretted 
omissions from an otherwise excellent 
compendium. To deduce the identities 
of the other two you will just have to 
shell out £6.95 for this informative 
publication. 
Alan Road 
'Who was Who in Dulwich' is available 
from The Art Stationers, Dulwich 
Village. 



OLKER & VOLKER 
Estate Agents & Property Managers 

94 Park Hall Road 
West Dulwich, SE218BW 

THE THRIVING INDEPENDENT 
ESTATE AGENTS 

020 8670 8000 
www.volkerandvolker.co. uk 

r\s,ociotionorHe~ldrn!lnl l..cttl11g,\gcn1s 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

EST.1881 

DULWICH 375 LORDSHIP LANE, DULWICH SE22 8JJ 020 8693 1526 
CAMBERWELL 265 SOUTHHAMPTON WAY, CAMBERWELL SE5 7EN 020 7 703 3212 
FOREST HILL 126 FOREST HILL ROAD, FOREST HILL SE22 ORS 020 8693 4160 
NEW CROSS 109NEWCROSSROAD, NEWCROSSSE145DJ 020 7693 0252 
SIDCUP 64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP, KENT DA 14 6DS 020 8300 2002 
PETIS WOOD 19 CHATSWORTH PARADE, QUEENSWAY, BROMLEY BR5 lDF (01689) 822291 
BIGGIN HILL 186 MAIN RD. BIGGIN HILL, WESTERHAM, KENTTN16 3BB (01959) 5 7 3130 
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IN DULWICH TO GIVE YOU PERSONAL ATTENTION 

OAKLEY French Connection DONNA l<ARAN FaCE 
a FaCE Agnes B DOLCC f, c~rmm1NA CHANEL 

nautica FLEXON raul Smith DKNY belle 
AIR TITANIUM Karen Millen 

SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES 
CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING 

SPORTS EYEWEAR CHILDREN'S FRAMES 
CONTACT LENSES NHS & PRIVATE TESTING 

29 DULWICH VILLAGE SE21 78N TEL: 020 8299 0230 
Also at 41 New Cavendish Street London W1G 9TW Tel: 020 7935 2124 www.rogerpope.co,uk 

SIMMONS GAINSFORD 
7 /10 Chandos Street, London WlM 9DE 

Tel: 020 7447 9000 Fax: 020 7447 9001 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 
BUSINESS ADVISERS 

We also provide a full range of taxation services 
and specialise in strategic business development 

Local Partner, Anup Dalal 

Tel No: 020 8299 4330 

HELP WANTED 

Dulwich Helpline 
Dulwich Helpline is a local charity, offering friendship and support to isolated older 
people in Dulwich Village, East Dulwich and neighbouring areas. Would you like to join 
us? 

Would you enjoy visiting older people in their own home? For someone with little 
or no social life this can be a highlight of the week. It might well become a highlight of 
your week too! 

Do you drive a car? Would you enjoy offering a lift to an older person, to help them. 
get out and about and keep active? Dulwich Helpline runs a variety of groups, outings 
and social activities, but getting to and from. these events can be a problem. for many 
older people. If you could offer an hour or two a week, or even once a month, it can be 
rewarding to see the difference even a single journey can make. 

Dulwich Helpline people offer all ldnds of help. You don't need much time, or any 
special experience, to have something you could offer. We provide training and support, 
and pay expenses. We run social events where you can meet the rest of our team., 
com.pare experiences, and make new friends. 

When we ask people why they joined us, the most comm.on answer we get is this: "I 
wanted to give something back to the comm.unity" 
To find out more about what you could do to make a difference with Dulwich Helpline, 
phone JulianAltshul on 020 8299 4594 

Booking form for Bedgebury and Scotney Castle 

Name 

Address 

Telephone number .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

Amount enclosed (£14 per person) Cheques should be made payable to Stella Benwell 
and returned with this form. and s.a.e. to 38 Dovercourt Road, London SE 21 SST 
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AGA 
PLUMBING 
&HEATING 

• The complete plumbing & 
heating service 

• Boiler servicing 
• Drain clearance 
• Corgi registered 
• 7 day service 365 days a year 
• Free estimates & heating 

design service 
• Bathrooms & kitchens fitted 
• 24-hour emergency service 

020 8299 3511 
13 BEW COURT. LORDSHIP LANE. SE22 

IT9S BAR .. a .. cuE TIME 
AND WE SELL 
LAMB KEBABS 

CHICKEN KEBABS 
PORK KEBABS 
BEEF KEBABS 

SAUSAGES • BURGERS 
RIBS o CHOPS • STEAKS 

AND LOTS MORE 

Tel: 020 8761 0018 

Car 
Chartered Accounts and 

Registered Auditors 

Smal I enough to care, 
big enough to deliver 

Martyn Poole (Dulwich) 
020 8693 7335 

Anne Simmons (Rotherhithe) 
020 7232 0707 

35 St Olav's Court Rotherhithe, 
London SE16 2XB 

In association with Poole Mordant, 
Chartered Accountants and 

Business Advisers 

,i~s, MAGGIE'S 
~~1 The ultimate in 

t>-1 home cleaning' 

! Teh OH-8777-9713 

~ f -Regular monthly, bi-weekly or 
weekly service to coincide 
with your requirements. 

MAGGIE'S professionally 
trained team of ladies are 
here to dust your blues away. 
We are in your area now. Ring 
us on our mobile telephone: 

07860 367 857 
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ARTHA 

G R ENING 
Telephone 

07771582432 

All aspects of carpentry including 
Fitted wardrobes 

Fitted bookcases/cabinets 
Fireplace surrounds 

Interior/exterior painting 
Decorating 
Plastering 

Tiling 
References available 

Opening Hours 

MON - SAT 9.00am - 5.30pm 

SUN 11.00am - 5.00pm 

Harry Potter 
& 

The Order 
of the Phoenix 

Available 21st June 
Special Price £13.99 

Reserve your copy now 
Telephone: 020 8693 2808 

1 d Carlton Avenue, 
Dulwich Village, 

London SE21 ?DE 

''Think I'll go for the fish!'' 

\ 

Wine and dine in the restaurant or enjoy them at home. 

At Olley's, they are conscientious and have a desire to 
achieve excellence. Even a humble dish of Fish & Chips 
calls for the finest ingredients, fried together at the right 
temperature and always served with a smile. 

Remind yourself what award winning Fish & Chips 
really taste like. 

FISH EXPERIENCE 

67-69 Norwood Road, Herne HilL London SE24 9AA. 
Tel: 020 8671 8259 Fax: 020 8671 5665 

www.olleysfishexperience.com 




